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: “ 1734 NEW YORK AVENUE NW, : 
WASHINGTON, D.c. 
HOWARD O. HUNTER H 
{Sbumissioncr oF work pRosects 
= June 24, 1941 
Reference: . 
4 5-NY-3717 
1 Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation : ; 
N, Department of Justice , \ 
8 4 at 
Washington, D. C. hee ee a ce ; 
‘ os eee ae Rens ot) | i. : 
Dear Mr. Hoover ; Hae : IAL] Sx Onoyd tg om 
% ty 
iN There is enclosed herewith a copy of the report of y 64 
3 an investigation made by,this Division of a complaint which ; 
2 alleged that Gwendoj “Bennett made a false statement in 
N * submitting an affid , WPA Form 608, to this Administration | { 
as stating that she was ¥iot a Commmist.. : : | 
“J . i Ff 
Q The report this investigation is referred to 
% your Bureau for your information and files. : 48 
; sag 
-~ t 
\ % Very truly yours, 
\ ~s : : 
i 
\ 
- 
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Place: 


‘V¢) FEDERAL WORKS AGENC ees 
~ WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION. 


DIVISION OF INVESTIGATION : y 


Casr No. ZBeHY<S71 


Subjects: 


WOW York, tow York | uareaS~dune ¢, 190. | SUNS 1947 | Souere a. roncenar 


MICHAEL J+ SHERRY 
LOWELL i. EWING 


CHENDOLYN C. BENEBTT, colored d 
Tir oe i Approved: ad 


Ae * a. p : 
BPA Unit Supervisor, (suspanded) 
2 West 120th Street 

Hew York City, New York 


“Status of investigatiom: : 


COMPLETE : 


SCOPE OF INVESTIGATION 


Complaint alleging that Gwendolyn ¢s Bemett, former WPA Unit | 
Supervisor and Director of the New York City Art Project, made { 
4 falas statement in sutmitting an affidavit, HRA Form 608, to | 
this Administration, stating that she was not a Communists. | 


NA. 
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SYNOPSIS OF REPORT 


A person who requested his identity be hold in confidense, and who 

was formerly a member of the Comumist Party and closely affiliated ~ 

with the Party until Juno, 1939, deslaras that GRENDOLYN BENEETT — } 

bas always been comected with the intellectual group of te : one 

Sommmist Party; that she wae close to dames We Ford, colored, at 

Communist vicesprosidential cnndidete, that in 1937 or 1688 che was evga 

on a comittos with woll-known Communists under Communist sponsorship a 

to justify and defend froteky shootings in Russia; that Bennott was en 

& manbor of the Cammmist Party Fubldolty Committee for the Naw York ‘' 

District in 1986, 1987 and. part of 1958s that sho ms a very cloce ‘ 

friend of well+kmown Commminte: Ho aleo atates that hor present 

husband, Richaréd Crossoup, was a Comamist in 1986 and may st411 de. 

MARTIN ARUNISL, WPA Uritor, (Subject in Cane G«NY-3620), states that 
woo to bdm as "Ruth Cale", and that sho was, according ait 

te the janguage of the "leftists" one whe had been in the “movement” ; 

for sumo times. He recalls that in 19S¢ or 1085, subject. mas . 

hanging srownd 0. Commmist paper in Haylom and she was also Sdontified 

with o Conmumist club during thio poriod. 


ARSULD BCOTT, private citizen, atates that subject apoke ata - , 
Vouminiet mee in Pittsburgh, in 1939, at which time aho urged 412 

workers to unite and support the Cammmist Party. He further declerss 

that he read in the Dally Werker, Western Pennsylvania edition, that 

Gwendolyn Bomatt alao apeke at a Commmist mecting in Pitbshurgh 


" around the hoginning of Hovember, 1940. (Scott's otatememt could not 


be corroborated, neithor was his statenont refuted.) 


Poems written by oubject have appeared 4n How Hasso and the Daily 
Worker. Subject sponsoréd a dinner in April, 1939, for James H. Ford, 


SOO 2AGP¢EE HX 


U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE  18—4893 


: = ‘a 
a Swart 
“SYHOPSIS; (Contiuiod) XG-NY<8717 


Communist candidate: for vice=pregident; and at tite dinner she was 
at the speakerst table with Earl Browder and Robort Minor, former 


‘end present oxecuteve’ secretaries “of the' Communist Purty. 


According to HELL 0. BEC! , WILBIAN CHASE: BAN BURLEY and EARL BROW, 
all colored veporters, corrad “and editors for uswipaper 
publications end magasines, Subjeot BENET? hao been identified with 
the Comunist group and Comuniet movement ond aetivities in Harien 
for the lact few years; that she wan ‘associated with Paul Robéson, ; 
Richard Wright, Edna Themas; Max Yorgan and Wleine Locke, who were 
interested in Comamisthe activities and were roputed t6, bs 

Commmists, in on drganieation known de the Bogro Playwrights Gos. 
Ymee,. and ‘that ad the ‘launching of this. orgimization in September, 
1940, Bubjeot Gwendolyn Bennett actedad chadrman for the evening and 
she introduced tothe ‘audience Richard Tiright, who at the tins , 
adaitted that ho was @ Communist, and Paul Robesonj that it was 

gaite obvicus atthe lamohing of: this organization that it. was 
Communist backed and influenced, ‘They atate that this organization 
sponsored and produced a play, which opened in Harlem on October 22, 
1940, ontitled "the Big White Fog"; that. thia play wa obviously — 
Commmistie end that it tended to breate and incite dissatista 

and in ita last scone the play chowed the Commmist Party offoring — 
salvation to the Negro people and also offering the only solution to 
tha Nogro race problems 


4 AUGUSTA SAVAGE, subject!o tmmodiate sipervisor’ betsedh 1936 and 


s States that che hag often econ subject reading the 
Talay’ ‘Worker ‘and knew that subject lobbied for Communist activitics 
at the National ‘Negro: Congrege ‘in Fhilodelphia; during 1987, and 
that aubject assooieted with persons who were reputed to be Communists. 
SELWA BURKE, tho worked under the dupervision of subject at: the 
Yarien Community Art cContor, étates: that: during the period sho ma 
connected with the Art: Center in 1938 and the curly part of 1939, 


‘meetings were hold at the Center at which Camunist activities wore 


discuased and Bonnett tent in‘ and-out of these meotings. fhe also 
declared that Communist workers st the Art Center made every effort 
to induce hor to join tho Communist Farty and when she reported 
this matter to her superior, Grendolyn Remett, Bemett not only 
did nothing about 4, but $014 Burke ‘that she thought she could be 
Whipped into ldne and sho belfeved Burke needed discipline and 
organizations, 


Approximately tnisty- present ‘and forner WPA amployees eho worked 


' With ‘or imior the supervision of aubdjest, advised that 


possesced no evidence or information. regarding the activities of | 
GWEUDOLYN. BENNETT 4n the Communiet Farty, or eny Comunistic 


“Ze. 
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‘éympathioa on the part of subjects 


Inquiries in the neighborhoods where ‘ubdject nas weaided fatied to 
produce any evidence of Comimistic activities on the part of 
subjects Host of the people inberviswed ateted that they did nob 
imow Subject Bonnett: and never heard of hors 


Subject CHENDGLYN BENNETT at firat refubed to be interviewed 
excopt upen her own conditions, but lator consented to bo 
4nterviewsd in the presence of hor attornsy, thon intervicwed 
gho donied that che was ever a Communtat or: a member of the 
Communist Farty, or that she ever prtiaipated in any 
Communist activities, 


Thia matter occurred in the Southern Judicial District of New Yorks 


REPORT 
 aceeeeireieie ein deren eee 


XSeHYS3717 


e This investigation is predicated upon @ lotter dated 
‘April 5, 1942, addressed te tho New York Field Orfice by Roger de 

Bounds, Director, Divicion of Mhvostigation, UPA, nolosing copies 

of correspondence from Oliver As Cotbschalk, former BPA Acting 

Agninietrator for New York city, which alleges that GhENDOLYE 

BRUNETTI, Id. 7234660, UPA Unit Supervisor, (suspended), residing 
at 2 Hest 120th street, New York tity, New York, 480, Communist and ; 
thet Es] folsified her Education and Exporience Récord (WPA BYC 
Porn. 89) : ; 


. , Bxemination by Special Field Agent Robert Hy: Doles of 
Subject. Bennett's employment record, on file in the Employment 
Livision of the New York City Work Projocts Administration offices. 
ab 70 Columbus: Avenue, New York City, roPlects that subject 
Gwendolyn Sennett-was originally assigned on August 1, 1985, a8 4 
Jourmalist.at $94.00 per ronth on the art Project, and continued in. 
the. employ of the WPA, under various clagaifications, until sho was 
suapenied on April 9,°1903, from tho Art Projects O:Pe G5-1-97=2068, 

eFe 1s a : : ; : 

Attached hereto and tiathed EXHINI? 1.49 a photeatated. copy 

of WPA Form 608, exocuted hy Subject GHELLOLIN REUNET? under date of 
dune 27, 1980, and sworn to before WiTam 2." Wiaean, td. 720504, 


WA Administrative Clork, 
Contained in the file referred to by Mrector Bounds to the 
ow York ¥4e14 office io a statement mado by WILLIAM &. BARNHAN and 


| Jone SUERNIE, investigators in the office of John A. Braun, former 


| Which they allege that subject was interviewed by them on Jamary 10,. 


1842, and stated to thom that she had contributed articles to the Hegre 
migszines known as “Opinion” and "Crisis", (They doolared that "erieis" 


£8 @ Commmist publication for use among Hogroes and has been so know 
‘to the United States Sopartmont of Justice, Post office Department, 


pupae 
‘and other agencids, for'mmny-yeurs.). ‘they ‘further charged that subject 
edmitted whilo-on WPA somo of her written work appeared in the "Daily 
Worker" and "low Masses" under her own name, but that sho claims she: 
had written to these publications asking tham how they obtained then 
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‘and she was unable to offer any evidence to prove that sho had not, 
horeolf, Guinitted then, ‘They further charged that subject admitted 
she was a dologate to the ational Negro Congress in Philadelphia, 
in 1987, from the American Artists Guilds ‘They said thab one. of the 
speakers at the convention wag a WILLIAM PATTERSON, who had just 
retuned from Russia, who inmediatoly proceeded to tho Congress to 
deliver’ an addrenss They said that cubject at first denied having 
not Patterson and later stated thet ‘gho had met hin 6 a mesting hold 
in the homo of lies Savege, ‘her‘formor superior. They abscrted that 
the wituees proved’ to: be-svanive during examination, hedging and - 
parrying questions ‘end: test them with the’ defanite opinion that sho 
was not telling the whole truth and‘wie trying to ehdeld herself 
and hor supsriore end that she waa withholding facts. They further 
| added that she mado many inconsistent atatimonts about her experienie, 
| training and edusation end-they recominded that subjoct be dienissed 
| for. lack of necessary artistic qualifications and training and 
falsification of her 89 Porn, 
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each individual case, but thet all the portions who took the oath 
identified themselves to him. fo related: thet the oath was read to 
the person subscribing to it ani oad of tho workors stated thoy 
umoersteod the contents of it before being ewrm Be recalled that 
oniy ozo porson rofusdd to sign the WPA form 608 and this fact une 
eo: noted on hie Form 608, 


AUGUSTA BAVACE, prosently unomployed, former WPA Director of 


the Soria Comunity Art center, Idi 231655, residing at 16 West 122nd 


Street, New York City, on April 17,2901, advised that she has imoun 
Subject Bemmott eainse etout 1926; that Subject Bennott worked under 
hor supervision in Now York City Art Projects from sometimo in 1036 
‘to April, 1089, ao a WPA aeedetant ‘supervisor, and thot be eee 
Lived ot the come proniidas with her et 522 tost 156th Strest, Bay 

York Citys, from sanstime in July, 1936 to about Hovenber, 1937. 


MISS SAVAGE furthor stoted to Special Piold Agont ‘Michse)” 

3, therry That cho sav GRESLOLYS BEMNUTT regularly reading the foily 
Worker. She stated thet Subject Bonnett wan the president of the 
Horlem Artiste Guild during 1958 and that in 1037, che, Sevago, wna 
selocted by the Lorlen Artiste Guild, of which she waa a menbor, os a 
aolegate fren that guild to the Notional Negro Congrone held at 
Fhiladoiphia, during that yoar; ‘the oxnct. date she could not recall, 
and that Subjeot Beniott was seleeted as én alternate delegate; that 
bofore che and Subject Bonnett wont to Philadelphia to attend this 
congress, ALEX STAVSNITE, who was in charge of tho Hew York City Art 
Froject, fenchers' Division, and Subjeot Bennett, asked her te allow 
Subject Bonnett to act an the delegate from this guild at the Bational 
Rogro Congrcoss Mise Sovigo further related thet in 1937, sho. wont 
from Hew York City to Philadelphin to this Eational Negro Congresa 
convention with subject in subject's car and while they were at. the 
corvention she, gavage, ‘took no pork in the procecdings, but that 
Subject Sennett was vory active and lobbied for the Young Communist . 

to got Ata morbors elooted as officers of tho National Nogro 
Congress, and that twoethirds of tho- offleore reprosented wore 
Conamiets or Communist sympathizers of the Young tommmisct League. 
She stated thet bubjoct Bonnett at this convention lothied for the 
election of Gladys Gtoner,-a reputed Communist, for the position of 
National Secretary of tho Hattonal: Negro Congroaes thot GLAIYS STONER 
wae, cmployed in-the Hew Yoru City Réliof Bureaus She’ further stated | 
tat Subject Bennett also lobbied at this convention for a Br. Koran. 
& reputed Communist, end an organiser of the Young Cammmist Leagues. 
for come office of the Congress, the nema of thich ahe cannot. recall,. 
and that My. Moran wag in charge of the How York city Roliof Burcou 


‘for Harlon,: Aocnted on 6th AvORUGs - 
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WUISS SAVACE further advised, that in 1937 she roturned fran 
this Rational Nogro Congress at Philadelphia to Hew York City in the 
car owed by Subjoct Hennett, ad thet after their roturn she wos at 
tho off_ee of ALEK STAVENLTZ, former BFA Junior Art Officer, at 110 
Bing Stroet, Now York Clty, office of the Hew York City art projoat, 
and that subject and stavonitz wont inte another room at this addres 

+ ad she overheard subject say to Steyentts thet she wiched to make 
an oral poport of the proceedings of the Natdounl Hegre Congress in 
Yhdladedlphia to him-and- that cho could hardly wait to give hin this 
informticn.- Mise savage stated that. she overheard at this time 
Subject CEOHDOLYH BEMBT? etete.to Stavendts that the Youns Comuniat 
League had came ous dn a body sb the convention over 160 stronz and 
thet more of hor people bad attended and that thoy simply ran away with 
the convention; that sho overheard subject tell Stavenits that the high 
light of the convention wis the arrival at the convention of Hilldam 
L, Fattorson from Moscow, Tusota, and tlmt Fotteraon brought a mozsage 
fret Buasia to tae convention which thrilled her (Bennett) and other 
delegetes. : oO : 


MISS BAVAGB further statad thet hd overheard subject tell 
Stavenits That any cbjcetors to the presence of Gormmiste at the: - 
convertion wero ‘equached by Patterson and the- other Comamiste; that 
she did:not see subject talk to or assockate with Fattargon at this: 
conventions thet sho cannot. reeull Yatterson: ever having visited her 
(Savage) in her home in Now York city, or of Sibjoct Benet having 
seen Patterson thors or eléovhora, with tho exception of the. above 
nentioned convention. = oe 


i BINS SAVAGE etetod that she does nob remeber tho names. of 
other porsons who roturned to Yow York city fram the. convention in 
aubject's cars 


MIS SaVAGs advised that tho Harlan Artiata Guild, which 4s 
now defunct; wad no a Communiet orgdniaation, bub thero may have been - 
a fow of tho maubors who wero Communist ‘aympathizora; that subject did 
not speak at tho convention at Thdlodelphia, and sho remexbors nothing 
further about her activities there; that she does aot ‘know what. 
particular message Patterson. brought ‘back from fussia ond as. for as. 
she knows it wae marcly a general statenent.in relation to conditions 


in Russias 
‘HEED BAVA? Purthor stated that both ALEK STAVENTTZ and 


GUSUDOLYH BETTY asked her and thor workera in 10S7 te ploket in 
° Tanbus Avenue a6 a protest against diamicaal of IA 
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workers Gad that che amd subject did sone pieketing in front of this 
addresgs 


MISS SAVAGS further releted that meotings of the WPA eupore 
visors of the Use Yor city Art Project wore hold during 1987+1938 
and up to about April, 1985, to her knowledge, at the hemos of various 
supervisors, erong whom ware VISGINIA MARNTING, FABEA TAYLCR, SAMUBI 
FRIEDMAN ond CLEVE BISSELL,. uh one atrest addrasses wamot remember, 
and EhGt Loth she and sub Jeot attended there meetings, which vere held 
‘ones each woeks Sho stated that at these meetings subjech was very 
frequently with and essociated with BURCOYHS LILIER and LIYCOLN EOTHS~ 
CHILE, (aubjocts dn SeH¥~3505 and b<1¥<S707;, Papootively); 

% Virginio amaing, Freda Teylor, Samuel Friodran, Clove Bissell and 
lox. Stevenits also attentod these neotings, which group wore roputed to 
ve Communistic or Communist eympathisers, She advised that at these 
mectings Kaming, Taylor, Friedman, Diller end Rothsohild possessed 
copies of and read the Dally Vorkor ond became exultant about several 
items in thie publication that pleased ‘them, and while they did not 
refer to Commmism openly they used such terms as "comes the rovolution", 
and tho “coming revolution of the workars", "the Farty", "class struggle", 
“the masoes", "tho werkors", “collectivimm"; and proletariat’. Sho 
stated that while subjoot and Stavondts did not use these terms, or 
indulge in this conversation, thoy did associate with thie group of 
porsons and were present when ‘these statements wore mde, and that eudject 
and these other persone nomed above, apparently constituted a group of 
Comumiot sympathigers at. these supervisors! mootings, which dis= 
gusted the other supervisors and horaclf, who were. opposed to Comaunian 
and caused thea to stay army from soveral of the méotings. 


MISS SAVAGE further agsorted that while che has ro evidence 
or proof of actual mamberchip of aubfoct in the Communist Party, she 
believes, from the faota set forth above, that subject was 6 : 
Commmist syapathiser. — 7 ; 


(Agent's Note: HPA recordy reflect the following relative 
te the persons nomod in Augusta favagés statement: 


ALSXAUEER SPAVENITZ, Ide G234747, former WPA junior art. off4ecer;. 
Baparated July 1, 1540, = resigned dua to ilinesss ; 


WaRoINta EamuING, 1a. $284602, former WPA junior superintendent on 
Ert frojecé. Boparated Gotobor 235 1050, = reaignéds 


PREDA TAYLOR, 1d. P26S469, WPA artist connected with 110 King Stroct, 
Sow York Gity Oo 


cy, WA art project. 
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BANUEL FRIBOMAN, Id. §425901, former maniging project supervisor, 
ad oO ‘ormation Seetion,. ent Septmber &, 1959, = « "none 
 eésonblol = non-relief®. : 


CLEVELAND BISSELL, Id. gsi9a7, former WEA artist, separated 
‘Pugust 6, 1885, for 18 monthe continuous employments 


BUAGOYES DITISR, Ids €145466;, Assistant project supervisor, suapamied 
Ae of close oF business ‘April 0, 1041, ({aubject tm 5-HY-3705). 


LINCOLN ROTHSCHILD, Id. #510214, asaiatant project supervisor, suspended 
aa oF lege OF Dusinesa ‘April % 1941, (subject in 6<HY-3707), 


SELMA BERER, former WPA Arb ponttinny regiding at 148 Bast 
2th Street; Kew Yorke City, on interview Kay 17; 19¢1,. stated thet sho 
hne known Subject GVESROLYH BENNETT eines 1686 In connection with hor 
employment with tho WIA af the Earlon Comunity Art contor, and also 
gootally.. She declared that during the goriod that she was connected 
with the Art center in 1988 end tho carly part of 1980, while sho taught 
art at the Center in the evenings, Cotemunist meetings wore held in a roan 
adjoining her classrooms that. she often me able to overhear conversations 
and discussions about Comuniatic activities, and, acvaording to Burko,. 
Subject Bennett. went in and out of these mectings. She declared that cho 
could not recall the ‘topios that were Glecussods 


BURKE rolated that on one edeseterni dn tho fall or winter of 1938, 
sho waa told by RIVA BELFORD, a coworker who-had often tried to induce 
her to join the Comumist Party, thit at a Comumiot méeting hold in 
Horlen, the Commumist group fron the Comtor had dosided that oho, 

Burko, ums a good percon to have in the Farty, but that she needed 
discipling ‘and organization, and they were cure thoy could-whip hor 4n 
lines. She said thet shortly after syoaking to Helfond, she, Burke, spoke 
+ Bonnett about what had been told hor by Helfond and Bonnets said, 
“Yoo, you do need aleoipline and organisation and I think you oan bo 
whipsed inte linc." 


BUSER furthor explained thot in the apring of 1959, when tho 
Somanmies Project workers sew that they "could not’ whip her into line", 
Relfond, who was friendly with her, advised hor that et a meeting at the 
Communist headquarters; 611 the Communist projeot workers ot tho Center 
wore instructed te strain their relationship with Burke. She said that 
ERNEST RRICELOW, enothor co«workor at the Conter, o¢ about this same tino, 
asked ber, “Why don’t you aot right ond step fighting the Reds". 
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Gurke explained that she could not tolerate this kind of activity on the 
project, and she told hor director, Subject Bennett, the whole story and 
Bemett said nothing and did nothing about this, 


_. SUBKE relates that froa that time on, the Communists on tho 
projeettried to make things very difficult for hers she said thoy urged 
her siadents t) take other courses in order to disrupt her sculpture clasa, 
and to o cortain extent they suceoeded An getting some of the students to 
leave het claga. Sho further ra that the Gommists showed in thoir 
attitudes that they did not want /around tho Projects She sald the 
Comsunieta than went so far as ‘to @beal her tools and smock and.also 
Sestroy hoads of aculpturg. - Sho said this also caused hor to go to 
Sennett and ask her to dofimitely do sonothing shout it and in answer 
to her request, Bemots said: “"Pon't you think you cught to do something 
about it?", and mde other statements, signifying by these statements and 
the tone of her voice that ahe wmnted Burke to get out of the project. 


BURKE further related that some time during May, 1039, 0 ; 
cosktadl party was given in her honor by @ CHARLES GTUDIN, at Studin's 
home, 12 East Oth Street, New York City, for her accomplishmeute in 
soulptwe, She explained that after the invitations had veon sent out 
to her frionds, CHBRLOLYN pEMNTT approached hor and told her that she 
had hoard about Yer party and asked:hey if sho would be kind onowgh to . 
include hor as one of the gucots aa sho would very much like to go to tho 
party. Burke said that she told Bonnett that the invitations had already 
beon sent out and sho could not poositly invite anyone elso. In: sneer 
to this Bennett stated che would ithe to bring Poul Robeson (praniznont 
Negro singer) to tho party; Burke refuaed, explaining that she wae sorry. 
Burke went on to relate that without her lmowledge, Bennett telephoned 
Studin the amo afternoon of the party and lead Studin te belteve that 
Burke had consented to her going to the party. » She said thet when sho 


‘arrived at Studin's hone about 4430 in the afternoon, she was flaber- 


gasted to seo Rennott thers, together with a Hr. Fearl, whom she described 
O8 @ white, filthy-looking man; She related that when she arrived, she 
was taken aside by Studin who told her that Bennett and Poarl arrived 

at about 4109 pam, after tolophoning him, and when she arrived che asked 
him "gould ahe appeal to. the poople at the party about creating a group 
that would sponsor Better Russian-Nogro films, and that Robosen. wag going 
to be one of the heads of this group". Badin 4dnformd hor that he told 
Bennett that this could not be done ‘a8 ho did hot want to turn Selma. 


. Burke's party inte a meting, Sho asserted that Honnett also attempted 


to got hor permission to addreds her guosta at tho party for the erostion 
of this group to produce Russian-Nosro Gime. Burke: explained that she 
wma very ongry with Bonnett and flatly refused to have her speak-to her 
guests. She said that thic did not phasa Bonnett, as Bonnett then asked 
her if the would hold anéther party and invite her guoste ao that this 
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‘Buisian-Uogro film group doula ba formed. 


sae ‘BUREE sald that she later learned that the ease group 
that tock ‘over the Negro. Playwrighta Ca. Ino. ‘was aleo interested 
in this Better: Russian-Kegro fim movement. she deolered: that the 
persons principally. dnterested in this movement with: Bennett yore 
Richard Wright, an’ @dnitted Communiot, ‘and Faut Robosen,. 6 
Conmmiot, » who had aluays: beon interested iny and tied ‘up with 


Communist activities in ‘the camiunity of Harlan, - She declared that 


to hor imowledge Bonnett alvaya associated with the Commmist group 
at the Harlem Comiunity Art Center and that Bennett completely ; 
cooperated with this’ group and pormitted these Communists to run 

the projects she said that coma. of ‘these project workers whan sho 
knew to be Commmists wore Riva -‘Holfond, Anns Goldy Marion Friedman, 
Frod Norden, tavid Epstein, Brncat’ Kricghlow, Burt’ “ackson, Frieda - 
Taylor, Jimnke® Yergens, ‘and others, whose’ nanies’ she could not recalls 
She” “explained that’ these named persons ‘constantly discussed ‘Communism 
on ths project and that many af then tried te gob her to becons a. 
moniber ‘of: the Camnundat ‘Party. 


CHARLES STUDIN, lewyor, 36° vest: ‘Aden Street; Now York City, 
‘upon: inter on dune. $41, stated that he recalled having a party 
for SEL BURKE ob hts hane ‘a covplo of years ago, hich CHOILELTD 
ds Ho ena ho could not recall whether Bemett wee 

Tavited to tho party and he aid nob remenbor Bemett proposing that: 
who spenk:to the guoata for the ‘purpose”of forming a group to produce 
Ruselan-Negro f4ims+ He statods however,: that about a - “opuple of wooks: 
after Burko'a party, Bennett and a Mrs’ Poayh® did make"a’ “proposal that 


& party be given to Paul Robeson) ‘that. ho could not recall that 4t was 
tobe given for any cnuses Be eaia that this party nover did take ; 


place. He explained that he had a: high regard for Sela’ Burke as he 
has know: be ‘aver a long ported of’ tine:end he stated that dhe-is a 


“fine ‘porson.:” Es aécerted that he: had no-reason to‘ doubt hoy word‘as: 


ho believes her to be a very truthful ‘and honest porson but it was his 
bolic thes sho might have discussed the matter with Subject Bamett:- 
and that cho wna’ somewhat confused in thinking that the aiLecuagion of 


' the formation of any Russian-Hegro: film graup ‘had come to his attention: 


He said ho know nothing about Subject’ ‘Bemnote!e activities or sympathies 


“begause ho knew. her, Bomott;, only slightly. He declarod that he 


Be eee re eens Oe Sennen i perrartnk Sas De 8 
a ca ae 


- saan ws, ‘tds: Male: curser: aa Aetiit,, residing at 875 
‘Sta Biche AEDS. ew: ‘York Chee, wen Antarvien May 9, A84L 5: 
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stated that che waa formerly connected with the Horlen Comunity Art 
Centor up to April 24,1941, on which dato sho resigned for private 
employnents She declmred that she could not state uhother or not the 
subsect. was. a Communiats; however, she belioved her to ‘be sympathetic 
to Communion because during the porded sho ‘was comected with tho 
Parle Art Center, the Center waa overrun with Communiats and 
Commmist activities; alvays with ‘tho Inowledge of Subject Bonnett, 
whe never made eny offort to etop thead activities, dhe explained 
that subject was friondly with and associated with a maker of 
poreons at tho project who frequently discussed Commmism and who 
gave overy indication of being ‘sympathetic to Communion. These 
persone wore RIVA HELPOUL, FRIEDA TAYLOR, MARION PRIGQUAN, PAVID- 
EPSIEIN, PAM WET, OARAK F Jace YEE x SIAVEUTES 

and TARY WaLibos tsubjeoy in oe! HLGSTS Je Fhe ‘further role Sea that 
Subjoct Dosnote showed partiality to reputed Commmiete on the projects 
Sho said sha knew that Subject Remott was chodirman and sponsor ab — 
the leunching of tho "Hegro Ploysrights Co. Ince" whore Paul Robeson 
and Richard Bright were ‘honored guests, She said that thie Negro 
Playerignts Gos Inc. produced the play “Big. White Fog” at tho 
Lineoin Theatre in Barlon, during tho latter part of 1040, and that 
Gwendolyn Bennett's ploture appeared in the program ae ono of the 
asgootate meibers of the group that sponsored this plays She ead. 
that tho play waa Commmniat propagandtiy (Agont'a Hotei Subject 
Eounott's comection with Negro Playwrights Cos Inc. and her ssonsering 
tho play "Big White Pog" will be covered leter in this report.) 


SARAR WES? further’ declired thet Lomnott is reputed to be a 
Communist In the commmity of Harlem because of hor aotivitiss. she 
recellod ‘that about 24 yeare-ag6, Richord tright, an admitted 
Communist, spoke at the Harlem Community Art Center during Negro 
Fiatory feok, at the request of subject GWENDOLY! BENNETT, who wae 
chadman-at the tino. - 


GARAT: WES? assorted that she heard reports that Subject 
Dennett went to Fitdeburgh to campaign with Jemes Ford, colored, vico- 
presidential candidate for the Cemmuimist Party, during the election 
campaign of 1940. : 


: {Agent's Rote: EPA records reflect the folleving relative to 
the persons mentioned in the stetenents of SELMA BUREG and BARAR WES Te } 


RIVA BBLFOM, Ids G254091, WA artiat connected with the New York City 
rejecs, 120 King Street, Now York City, New York. 


BANRST KRICHLGH, Ids e20176, HEA artiat connected with tho Haw York City 
are Project, TIO King Btreet, Hew York City, J 
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ANSA GOLD, Ide GS76C0%, former BRA artiat, separated April 5, 1041, 


for ie months lev. 


HARION FRIEDHAN, Ids #234012, former GFA artlet, separated June 20, 


1559, for oubside employment. 


BRED RORCEN, Id. 4202502, former WA artiat, separated September 6, 
1640, for outside -enploynent. 


DAVID BEGTEIN, Id. §420350, formor VA artiot, esparated April 1, 1941, 


for outaice explognent. 


BURT JACKSON, Idw €394703, formor BPA artiods, separated August 14, 1940, 
for privato omployment. ; 


PATEDA TAYLOR, 1d. 2268469, SPA artit connected with Hew York oity Art 
Froject, 110 Ring Strest, Yew York citys 


FERMNTON WEST, Ids §282929, former WPA artist, separated Jenuary 18, 


YSS9, Tor private cuployment. 


SARAN SELAR, Id> £$73608, formor WPA artist, separated August 6, 1939, 
for Ie Bonths lew. 


HATRY MALIUOW, Id. G236704, WPA unit supervisor, susponded, subject in 
Gace b-NY-a07 Se : ; 


ALBZAUTER STAVERITZ “Ids #284747, former WPA junior art officer, 


“Zoporated Uuly 1, 1940, resigned duo to ilinesa. 


JAUME YERGARG, Ids g327T69, WPA artist, connosted with tho Now York tity 
‘re troject, 110 King Street, Row York Citys) 


-sOBRG. AUDREY KemAROU, Id. #780524, UPA projoct manager of the 
New York Gty srt Project, LO Hing Strect, residing et 16 East Oth 
Strect,. New York “ity, when interviewsd by Agent Sherry’ on April 16, 
1941, atvieed that eho has Imown Subject GREMDOLYY BERNETT for the past 
three years, duritg which period subject Worked indirectly under her 
supervisiong that hor only agsseiation with subject has been ia the 


‘ equrgo of official business and slight dn uature; that ske contacted 


subject only about once évery tro or tao and oné~half motths. Urse: 
Metishon further advieed that AUGUSTA SAVAGE, former Wea Director of the 
Harlen Commmity Art Center, told her aboub throo years ago that she, 


ZOoNveSTAT 


Savage, thought rere aubgect: wan & aseniciri but inst cart fron this 
statenent, she, Mellahon, hae no evidence or informties indlonting in 
any way that subject tea Commish or “Command at synpathiser, or haa 
@vor been engaged in any Commniatic activitiess that sudjest came te: 
hay office to or three tines ‘ix the past three years ag a monber of | 
delegations from WPA workers’ concerning grievances of the workers, but 
nothing in:hor ‘attitude indioatad ony, Commmnistic ‘eotivitioss 


MRS. HenAHON atated to Spectad Fhoid Agent sefforzon Be 
Cohen and Ficd Agent in Charge Slayton Dy Hollinger, on May 26,. 2042, 
that she thought very highly of Mise Bemett, so mud so: that. she 
arranged to-have Wes Bennett secure a scholsrship in the: ‘Bistory of 
Srte Department at New York Univoraity, of whdeh her husband 4s ths 
hoods Sho further stated tint ities Bomett was an intellectual type 
whe was aluays “toaking Oaths knowledge end sho sould not conceive 
of hor haying any’ Commmistic Leaningss 


ah HARRY Ls THOMPSON, Ids Riihdbeg? WPA administrative assistant, 
120 King Streoby Fostding a0 82 hiteon Street, Forest Gils, Queons, 
Long Island, Yew York, whon interviewed by Agent sherry on April 16, 
194k, advised that subjeot worked An “under his supervision 
aince September; 19S0,.” ‘and that he has known her since that dnte; that 
he. ‘eontasted subjoct only ‘about once every two months, and that he has 
uo evidence or information indi dating that ahe is 4 monber of the 
Cammmint Party oF thad che has ee eee Oy Cannot 
activities or ‘that she face Commmist sympathizers 


oan ot ae Me POULAK, 14s $8066, forner WPA technical 
director; Te Low Yor, Clinton, How Jerady,.on 
April 20, 1942, in on interviow with agents Cohen and Martin, advised - 
that she and HES. AUTREY MOBAHON ‘had been asgockated on the Art Project 


“Gineo ite insoptlon as co-directors and that she (Pollak) had resigned 


in ‘May, 1957s She. declared that @ubject Gwendolyn: Bae th associated 
with HARRY HALINOW and ‘8 group'who were active in the Artiets Union,: 
but. that ahs had uo: evidence or information to indicate that subject 
was or wie nota Commmiets: Sho stated that. suguite gavage ghould te 
able to furnish information concerning mubjects Sha nsgerted that the 
Art Project had beaome: infested with : Commundat tendenotes and yarious 
disturbing influences. and ‘eyspathtes with the: Sovist goverment ran. 
through: the entire project; that every evidence of Commmism on the Art 
Project, in har belief; could be traced ts the United: American Artiots | 
Unions. With reference to AUGUSTA SAVAGE, irs. Pollak declared thet she 
night be biased because alio wad @ Vory enotd 3 person and she might 
emmggerete wey tee she nade with referance to Commundams.” 


ae teen inlay = saoeea Jet i 
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| LNUTE URYPERSON, former WEA artiets Id. G294053, rosiding at 
150 vest T SU ptrcet, Lew York City, when ‘4ntorviewoe on April 17, 
1941, by Agent Bhorry, atated that sho waa omployed by the TPA as on 
artist from 1035 to. 19303 that she has Imown ‘subject since about 1933; 
that oho worked with subject at the uptown Art Library, $21 Bost 186th , 
Street, Her York City, from. conotime shout June; 1936 te about 
Hovorbor, 1987; that che rosided with subject at this addreas. during 
this perdods that sho worked with gubjeot at 1 Mest 12ara Street, 
fron Novenbor, 1007 to Boptember, 1928, and under hor supervision | 
as ‘the Barlom Community Art Canter, 290 Lenox Avenue, from September, | 
1986 to July, 1939. %he furthor related that she attended the Fational 
Hegro Congress convention ab fhdladelphia, Peonsylvania, in 1937, 
tho dete sho cannot romember, at which subject was an alterzste 
delegeto from, the flarlen Artist guild, but that che stayed at the 
convention only on its first day and. returned to Hew York City thet 
night and sho obeorved no Commmistio activities by subject at the 
convention. &ha further ateted that she has no avidenco or information 
of any mentership’ of Subject GWERLOLYY ESHRBT? in the Cousunist Forty 
or of any Comunistio activities or ayapatses on the part of subject 
at any tine. ; ; 


BERTON J. JOH, Ids 262982, WA Art Project supervisor in 
charge of the teaching Givision, WO King Street, residing ot 7¢ 
Brookside Avenue, Mount Vernon, Haw York, when interviared by Agert - 
fherry on April 16, _ 1941, advised that ho hao imown subjeot for tho 
past five yearss that sho has been ono of his assiotants in charge 
of the Harlem Community Art Contsr since duly, 1940, et 290 Lenoz 
Avomme, ani 107 west AULSth Streets. that be has Lo evidence or infor~ 
mation that Subjoot Sennott de ar wag 4 nembor of tho Communist Party 
or thot che is oa Conmmist sympothiacror that she has over beon engaged 
an any Commaiatis activitioss ; 


JONES further related that he attendéd a dence sonstime in 
duly, 1940, 8% 6 dance hall. near Lonox Avenue, the addross of which ho 
‘comnes remeber, that was sponsored’ by a cltigens advisory ‘gommd bbea 
for the Harlem Commmity Art’ Conter, then leeated at 290 Lenoz svenue, 
for the purpose of raieing unde te ouable the sponser to pay the rental 
for this project sites that. subject st this dance merely introduced 
him to & Hree Robeson, wito of Poul Robeson, the colored singer, and 
that Ere. Hebéeon, in hor convorsition with hin extolled Living 
conditions in Russie and said she was ‘eéapletely in sympothy with the 
Russian form of goverment and that she and hor husband had been royally 
treated in ussio on 6. visit they mado theres that Subject BRUSETT 
aid not participate in bis convorsetion wwhth res Roboson and he aid 
not observe or sao any furthor Comauniatie activitiy at this dance and 
kmows nothing further about any aseocistion botoen subject and Mrs. Robeson 


RESHY<3717 a 


tho Pollowing WPA anployees who worked with or under 

subject's supervision in comection with the Nay York City ‘Art ‘ 
Froject, and who have inom subject for: the period indicated, when ° 
interviewed separatoly ou ‘various dates in April, 1641, by Spocial 
Field Agente Hichsel J. Sherry, Josoph A.. Poroolla, Aaron Soleman, 
John As Bronn end Fronk Hs Bradigan, advised that they ‘posseared no 
evidence or infornation rogerding activities by Subject BENNET? in 
the Commmist Party or of any Comiuniotia synpathics on the part of 


subjects. | 

KAM and Ip. NO. -° SPA TIRE ADDERS: | FERTOD 
CHARLES BEENE sta 60980 78th Strect, | a 

GL 78367 ; fepervisor Ridgewood, Queens, HY 89 years 
ALICE PR Cassenes Sentor G2 Baws. 99th Stresct , since 
Kelos0 / * Bypaet Now York City. Febs 1940 
HELEN AUSTIN = ss aptiat: 243 East Both Street einco 
#soaso0 Hew York City Sept. 1939 
JOSEPH MYENS Artist. 80 Went 47th Street: - 
260781 : : ; Now York City - 4 yours 
RICHARD LINIGET Artist £5 Host 120th Street 

#esevss - How York Clty 7% 
HOWARD -BROOES._ Artist == «30 Hest seth stereos 
#446859 ; «Hew York City. . we 
RORMAH LEWIS Artist «139 Weat 125th ctrest wince 
#238038 a :. New York City 1886 
VALUER V.°CHALAMH Carpenter «45214 BNth Btroot sinco 
#780869 , mr “. -" gone Park; Queans, ny Get. 1937 
FRBLBRICK PERRY Sr. Recroa- 145 teat 128th Stroct — since fall 
870881 e ‘. ‘thon feader’. Hew Yor! City of 1985 | 
PEEQUORE MOORE === Senior. 442 Yeat 16Srd Street «swine 
gacezee Clerk | How-York Gity = 1988 
BILLIAN HUZCHTNSON Laborer 250 est 128th street ; 
gessag90 Now York City 3 years 
ROSALD JosBEa Arties 83 West 126th Strest 

$820865 Hew York Gity 6 or 7 yearn 


- 16+ 
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HAS and ID. Ho. BPA PITLS “ADLREDS | aRion 
INUIE PATTERSON Art Toacher O61 Gt. Wicholas Ave. / 
WOOS772 New York City 10 yeara 
LEON RURENS TE Ty Artist 411 Vest. 114th street 
#040687 Row York City : 10 months 
MILTON A. 6MLD Teacher 149 Horicimer Stroet since 
184ee2 : Brooklyn, Yow York Auge 1040 
LICNSL MacRAISEY Assistant 101) Avemme oC 
§3O5249 Supervisor Brooklyn, few York. 38 yoars 
RORER? POIRS Artist: 419 Woob 16¢th street 
$2sseo0 Yew York city 4 yoars 
FRED PORTUGAL Unit - 605 West 112th Street while subject 
#2E9893 - Suporviser New York Clty wae suporvisor 
WILLIAM C. FALWER  Asaigtant 220 Veet 16th street _ 
Flas Te7 Proj. Supvs New York City 3 months 
RESHY GGLIGHI TE Project 2514 Valentine avenue 
#284663 Fin. Off, Bronx, New York not stated 
JACOB ERTRAR Timokeapor 469 Keat Sind Stract since 
#60146 Brooklyn, Now Yorle Auge 1939 
CLARA. SHANSFEL? Reasearch 10 €%. Luke's Place 
#25e5d2 Badtor ‘Mew York City =~ 5 or 4 yoare 
PHILIP Vivzrano Artist 1ll Bank Street duly, 1940 to 
$SS4s60 Tesohsr New York City Search, 1941 

Examination of FA employment records of subject GuENDOLYN 


BEWNETE reflected that she lived at the following addresses during her 
euployment on MFA: a i 


. 2 Heeb 120th Strost, Mew York Clty + fron denvary 19, 1939 to ante 
250 Vest 1b¢th Street, Hew York City= fron Hevember, 1937 
to January 19, 1956 . 
521 Yost 186th ftrest, New York City> from duly, 1986 to 
‘ . Noverber, 1637. 


1 « 
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EORIS FORTIER, Ledica Tailor, Apartnent GeO 

FAbRS, housewife, Apartment Bey. 
E3, unomployod iisabled World sar 
Veteran, Apts Salt ; 


MARTHA 
PEOSH 


Ents; CONOLRY Teison, hougewifs, Apartront 5=B 
‘ G WAGHINGTON, housewife, Apartment sC 
+ BORA CLARK, housewlfe; Apartnont 6b, 


all residents of 2 test 120th street, Hew York City, on Aprdl 12, 21041, 
advised Agont Sherry that they do not laww dubject Bemieté and thet they 
novor heard of her; that they do not ‘nlx saclally or othorvise with tho 
other tenants in ‘thie apartment “house ond do net tmow who lives in 
Apartment S<i.j and that they know of no Commmmistdc activitios on the 
part of anyone at thin addroses Thoy furthor nteted that they have 
resided at this address; 2 West 120th Street, as follows: 


Doris forter and Yartha Speara for past & yoars 
Herbert “ayes since July, 1940 
dulia mith for past $ yoara 

Ines Perag for past & months 

Uethaniel Cooper for past year 

Zena Gibson for rast 4 yaors 

Dorothy Nelson for past 2 yenrs 

isulia Washington for past 5. years 

Eora Clark for past 5 years. 


GEORGE WNIT, stereo ommor o¢ 1494 Fifth Avenuo, residing at 
Apartnont B=P, 2 West L2otn Streat,, New York City, adviced Agent Shorry 
on April 12, 1041, that he has resided in thie apartment for the paot 
five yoars; and thet subject, when he knows only by the namo of. Gwendolyn 
Bemet, bas. resided at 2 Geet 1s0th etrest in Apartment SL. oines about 
damory, 1958 and that che ia an occnslonnl custome at hie stores that 
ho kas only contacted hor on oacrsions whoa she cams to his store; that 
he kmows nothing whatever about her that vould indicate in any vay that 
she io er wae amnber of the -Gaummist: forty or a ayepathizer with the 
Commmint form of goverment; or that she evar engaged in any Camumistic 
activities,and that he knows none of her asacolates or anything abaut her 
occuration or works, ‘ : 


Poet: es 
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_ _, AGHALD STANYORD,- agont for owmaro of Fark View Apartment house, 
2 fost 120th Strest, yosiding in Apertment 4=0 theroofj CLIFFORD CARTER, 
superintendent of Perk VWew Apartment house, residing thorely ond 
GEORGE OPTERY, doorman -at Park View Apartment house, rovdding at 417 

ttan Averme, New York City, on. April 12, 1942, advised Agent Shorry 
that subjoct, whom they know only as GULNUOLYN DBENHET?, has readied at 
‘partment S-L eat thie Fork View Apartment house olnmos vonuary, 1933,, 
ond that she pays the rent of that-apartmonts They further stated 
that Subject Bennett, whois a colored woman, vas married te a white 
man, with whom sho resides at thin addréss, somotimo about the esrly 
part of the sumer of 1940, but they do not imow her husband “or hor 
married name; that subject is a quist woman who doen not gasocisto with 
other tenants; that thoy never obsarved any of her accociates) sthat thoy 
have no evidence of any kind thet she is a mombor-of the Communist 
Fortys and they ‘nover heard or observed any Conmunistic activities or - 
syupathies on her part ard have no renaon to belicve that she is 


inclined toward Communism 


The filee of the Hew York City Police Departesnt, including 


tho Criminal Alden Squad, bave been oxamdned and contain no information 
soncerning subjects ; : 


DANIEL BURR, real‘wstate dealer, 209 West 125th Strest, 
and Banocratio Loader of the 19th Assembly Diotrict, residing ab 
2257 Seventh Avenuos Vow York ULtys LOUIS LEVY, Doputy Sheriff of New 
York County, with office at Yall of Heoords Building, ‘St Chambers 
Stroots and fenocoratie captain of the Léth Blestion “tetriet of the 
isth Assenbly Distrivt, residing ot 119 West 22nd Street}. STNNEY DAVIS 
fspublican Leader of the 16th Assembly District, residing ab Lib foot 
ISlat Street, and JAMO ARNOLD, Republican Captain of the 16th Blection 
Matrict of the 19th Aesembly District, How York City, when intorvicwod 
on Spril 16; 1941, by Agont Sherry, advisod that the addrosa 2 Yost 
120th Strest, How York City, de within ‘the 16th Bleotion Matrict of 
the 10th Assembly District; that qubjeot de untmown to thea, and thoy 
Frere no record of ber namo on thor records of registred voters in thoir 

strict. . : ; 


DAVID 4. WAISET,. superintendent of the apartment house at 


280 Vest IOGCh Strect, end his wie; MRS. GEORGIANA BRIGU?, on April 16, 


1941, advieod Agent shorry,; that'thoy have rosieed av this. address for 
tho yast 14 years; that thoy vaguely rémombor that aubjoct resided 

in Apartment 123 ab this address for abcut two minths Prom about 
Hovenber, 1937 to donuery , 1088; that ohe was on art teacher; that they 
imow usthing further about hers and that they never aew or: heard anything 
thet would tend te show that she was over ongaged in any Camunistie 


am 0 
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activitics or that ahs was a menber of tho Commmist Party or a 
Commmist sympathisor in any ways ; 


: BiG. THEA BRISTOL, housewifo, Apartment 11, 260 Kost 
iSdth Street, New York City, on April 16, 19¢), advised Agont sherry, 
that she has rovided at this address for the past four yoars, sinuco 
Septesber, 1837) that she romembors that eubjoot lived at thie address 
in Apartment 12) for about two months in the latter part of 19575 that 
she knows nothing about ony Comeuntot. Party membership or Conmunistic 
activitios or sympathies of any kind on the part of subject or of ony 
Commnict associates of subjects 


_ ROVER? JACKSON, stetionory otore owner and oporntor at 272 
West 164th Hires, residing at 266 Heat 14th Strcot,. Ver York City,, on 
April 15, 1941, advised Agent Shorry that he hne known Subject eneHDOLyH 
BENEBTT for the pest five or eix years, but he morely know that cho 
bas been connected with a @PA Art frojeat, end that sho lived at 260 
Hest 16th Street for about two montha in 10987 up to danuary, 1938, bub 
ho dees not know hex subsogquent residenses that he knows of no mexbor= 
ship of subject in the Comumist Party or of any Conmunistic activities 
or sympathies on hor part at any time. He stnted who is a quict, 
roapectable woman and he knows nome of her associates. 


BES, BERTEA PISHER, housewife, Apartmont 14 

HESS TOMRA Ie ERO, ‘echool student, Apartment 12 
TEST ESTLIE WITS, housewife, Apartmont 8 
Gu, Wins WISEESTOON, Apartment 3 

TERS STIG WALA, usenife, Apartment 15 
His. Alin COPSLAND, housekeepor, Apartment 8 


Ts. PAULINE RaARhIS, housowlfe, Apartment 16: 


all of 260 Veat 154th Streot, and NRO. BTTA BATRLL, landlady,. residence 
Apne 16, ot 266 Tost 1sdth Gtresb; Maiiattan, Hew York City, on 
April 16, 1941, advised Agont gherry that Subject Bennett ie unimsmn to 
thea and that thoy have resided ab. thoay present addresses loss than 
two ‘yaares : : ; 


; JACOB D. GOUINAN, maxber of the firm of Jacob Goodman and Cos, 
871 Yost I26Eh Strect, Eanhattany real ostato dealers, on April 15, 
1941, advised Agent Shorry that hie fim formerly owned the prenisca _ 
522 Vest 186th Stroot, consisting of a. tie family apartment house with 
garage and living quarters ‘in the rears that he personally hed charge 
of this property for his firm, which eold theae promises on‘ Decombor 2,- 
1987, to a Ero. A. Ragin of 257 Woot. 186th Streets that he, acting for 


= 26 = 
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his firm, leased the prenises numbered 521 Yest 186th street for a 
period of tes years up to shout Novenber, 1937, to:a colored wonan 
named AUGUSTA SAVAGE, who conducted an art studio thore} that Gavage 
pei the rental on tho premiséa and ‘that she wea the only person he 
tnew residing there during that poriod; and that Subject BEURETT is 
unknown to himy that he knows of uo Comunistio activiides on the part 
of Augusta Savage of at the said studio ot S21 Tost 136th stzdet, 

Hew York City, during the above ‘pertod up te 1987 dr at any other time. 


. ALEXANDER BROWN, landlord, residing at 321 wont 196th strest, 
Hew York City, stated to Agont Shorry-on April 14, 19¢1, thet he bas 
rented these prenlses since Pecouber, 2037, from tho owner, a0 HRS. A. 
GAGIN of 257 Vest 186th Streaty thot he remenbors that a colored waman 
Maned AUGUSTA GAVAGE, operated ais art studio a$ this address for about 
two years or Loss 16 1936 andup to about Hovenbor, 1987, bub he knows 
nothing obout her or hor associoten and that subject is unknown to hin. 


tnS. A. RAGIN, property owner, 257 Wot 198th Strect, Nay York 
City, advise ont sherry om April 14, 1942, that ehe has been the 
amor of the premises ot 821 West 166th Street since Dacemhor 1, 1937; 
which she purchaeed from Jacob Soodmanys Co., supra; that cho has 
rented these preniadss sinca Lecenber 1, 1937, to Alezsndor Brom, tho 
present eccupant; thet Subjooct BRINTT is unknown to her, and that she 
docs aot know tho nama of the occupatite and tonants of the premises 
prior-to the time sho boughs those. promiadd. 


iS. HORA PORTBR, housewifo, and WILLIAK WILSTOU, laborer, 
residing aG U2T Vest 1seth Stroot,. Now Yor’ City, advised Agent shorry 
ou April 14, 1941, that thoy have Lived o&% this addroad only since. 
January, 1046, and thet Subject Bermett is uiimown to then. HRS. AURELIA 
REARIEY, housewife, 317 Vest 186th Streot, and WILLIAM NINGG 


i er shop portor, 31] test 136th atreot, advided Agen orry on 


4pril 14, 1941, that they have lived at their present addrossea Leas 
‘than ono yoar and that Subject pemett is unknown te then. 


BRS. BERTH ALLEN, eocial wortor, 817 West 186th stroot; 
HRS. BRATHTOE ROweRIS, Landiady, S19 Test 18éth strest, and 25. JON 


“HUGG housewife, 20 Edgoconb avenue, Rew York City, on Aprit Id, IeT, 
aaviced Ag 


eat Sherry that thoy hove Lived at thoir precont- addresses 
for several yeara; thatup to about Voverber, 1987 fora period of about 
2? years, a colored woonn nemod AUGUSTA- SAVAGE lived at E21 Beet 136th 
Strest, whore ahe conducted on art studio which was used as a WEA art 
sonter, bub that Subject Hormett to tmimowa to them-and they cannot 
renembor the names of any porsons, excopt Auguate Savage, who lived at 
thot. address prior to Hovesbor, 1937, or who frequented the studio there; 


a 


ZB=BY~8737. 


that ‘they never: aah oo-hease of any Cominintstio: eotivities at thig 
G@ddress, 521 Teast 16th Street, oP ou the part of Augusta ne or 
‘anyones who frequented her studio. 


the Park ¥iew Apartment. Bouse, B Weab 126th Strect, New York 

oat, is a lerge apartment house of several stories; cach atory of 

oh containg several apartaonta inholited by colored people. in the 

) district of Harloms The ‘apartadnt house ab 250 Fest 164th Street, 
Nee fork City, 4s ina thickly populated district of Harlan;. ; 
and ds about five: atorics Wigh, with ebow) 20 apartments. The 
premiaes 521 Wost 186th Street conslets of a two-family brick house in 
the Negro district of Karlen, with a garage and additional living 
quarters in the. roar. 


The files of the speaiad: Bouse ComAttec dn Unetmordcan 
Adtivities have beon chedked and disolose the following regarding 
Subject Bennetts 


Hegre’ “Flayerights Sévipieny bis Barden Comunity 
Art Center, Chaizmanj. Daily. Yorker, dasus of 
September 15, 1040, Pe Te 


Ngw Masses; Contributor, Now’ Masses fasue of 
duno By 1939, Pe 26° 
See Pe 6637, Hearings of: the Dies Commi thes s 


Bxautnation of tha Sajbendiny 16,: ‘2040 dssud of tho pally 
Worker ab tho few York Pablis Livvary, 42nd and Paresh Avemie, Now York 
Clty, dicolosed en article on page 7 theraof by Ben Davia, drs, 
reporting events ‘et the isunching of the fogre Ploywrighta Company, 
Ines, thie article expressed ‘dolight at the unbér’ of ‘persons who. 
‘attended the gathering and the interest shown by the attendance in 
behalf of the Negro Tthestro: Novenant in the launching of legro Play- 
wrights Company, Ince, GUENDOLYN BEMIRTT is referred to as a poot, ‘and 
head of the Herlom Conmmity Art Center, and that che lewt her dignity 
and chamas chaimman of the Negro Company, Inas PAUL ROBESON 
and RICHARD WRIGHT are Algo referred to as apeciel suosta of 
and ‘In referring to Wright the ‘article sets forth that "46 4c plain that. 
Uright is trying to tell the world ‘the masage of his people under the 


‘ dnepiration of Lenin and Corky, whon he montionsd in his papers” 


She ‘article also statas,: "It te due'to the desire of the Hegra poople 
themselves “for: cultural: expression=<a : ‘dosive stimulated and revitelicod 
ty tho: Harlem Commniat Party--tiet'the Hegro' theatre Movement. thus 
begins so. encourngingly ia Bayden?s thé artiolo sets. forth as menbors 


= 224 
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‘and asdoclates er: the ecg @ agerkahte: companys Inorg ‘the followings 


ae “TBs, director of 
Asad ay ® net ‘OF Colored Peoples 


" Baamdnatton of the Bune 6, 1050, dsaus of “Hew Masses” 
Fovesied the foliawing pom written ry eee BRNEE?T, which — 
topeng on page 46 thorsofs 


" PRAGB 2 es, a 


Fease eeseve at 
Not the pale. thing 
That site tromb ling : 
In the counciis: ‘of. many 
.. Btraining the car ; 
~. “Against, the fizet. oraching aholly — 
. Bot: even this 
‘This quist hatin 
Pervading sweet end dont | 
Between the rushing things 
insistent.on their tak, 
thie hour sequastercd 
With intimate musta, books: ‘end thoughtey 
But. rather’ tho white 
Against the threat, af o> 
Placid thought 
Behind-the frowming. brow as 
-, And the: ‘dogperate ‘word, 
hich passes: atarcoly ‘mobite ipa 
' That there shall bo no'war.” 


tan " pamnima tion of page 6887) ita oad lass Ben coimdttes 
raveaiad that tho Bomett referred to on thie page is not subject 
Gwendolyn Bennetts, 


; A further exindna tion ‘of tha’ -fepeet: af: Maashage: ‘perare, ‘tho abs 
committee on. Un-americon ‘Activatios | ‘pevoaled an-srtiole on page. “L877 | 
‘af ths Appendix, Pars 6, marked. *pehd bit: ‘86 fron the-Daily Norker,. 
dated November 27,. 1988. this arta: le ie 4 report of a tanquet~ ~ 
reception held in henor of Jacques Reatahlny Hegre poet, eailed fon 
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etd press being sesteeaaea to Bites years in prigdn, whe denounced 
the imperialist war in Europe a another attempt of Baek, Britieh and 

' Frengh inperialien to Ferdivide the world; that the event wie under 
the auiploss of the New York Chapter of tho Seague of Amarican 
Writers. the article ‘further refleote that eoveral speakers made 
addresses at ‘this banquet and that. several pooms wore: road by Gwendolyn 
Bemetts One of the. spedkora, Mik YERGAN, ‘had of the Comaittes on 
African affaires and vice=prosident of The | National Nagro Congress, 
referred to Roumain as ths ‘symbol of the fight aguinst imperfalicn. 


“The report: of the Harings:hefore the Sub-Comibttee of the 
Count ttee on Appropriations: was also‘ ozomined and-on page 1099, : 
parh 3, there appears. the ollowing: ‘Wider: the statament of Charles 
Rhite,, who: eve hia address: : Mgnt: Meth: ‘Strect,: Hew York: Citys 


"Ey, Robértar I hand you a cspy of tho Now York Amsterdam Revs, 
: ee _ Gnd'will ach 4f you can identity the porsons in. 
"the ‘picture ‘on: the: front pages’ ” 


Ure bseins . This 49 a copy of the Rew: ‘York Amsterdam Hows, 
o- gublgshod an Harlem. » : 


Ms Reodraay. That to the date of ier 


Ire hater " Gateintay, Aprth 225.1899. on page 6 there ie 0 
“= photegraph An’ the: ‘Wwrer Ie ‘lofb-hand corer. 


Mrs. Yoodruny: “Want: does At ‘way? 


tips. White; It. gays, ‘daneo: Ford hanowed at dimer’. Under~ 
“Ra: neath thore As ‘& photograph with. the following 
explanation: 


"Seated: at the setters table at the banquet 

' given Sx han? of pid Wa: Ford, ray 

candidate’ for the. oomprosidency during : 

pant two eloctions and author of the recently 
- - published book, "Fhe Negro and the: Denceratia 

Front, are (lef to right) Mrs, Earl Browder, 

- Mrs: Browder, Urs. Pord, dane Babor, Nias 
‘Swendolyn Bonnot$,. sang: Robert Manor." 


Lookding at the photogragh, % can Adontity 7 Browder, 
the wife of tari Browder, and the rexb person to: the: 

. wight de James we ‘Ford; “aaated,” mmoking a: ‘odgarette.: 7 

° He is tho guost-of honor; ‘and yao’ tho vico=-presidential 
“gandidate. of ‘the Comuniet Partys. Standing As tho: tonet= 

; master, Hee Janes Bakor,. who. up “wnt a. Week: or ‘20. ‘ago 


a BG es 
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was thedminietrater of ano of the 
“ Gatrict offices of the Hone Relieg 


‘Burean” in: Harley: 
“The ‘veldée buredu-of the City of How York? 


Yes, sir. ‘Toxt'to Mrs Baker ic mibs Gwondolyn 
Bonnett; ‘administrator of the Upper Barlen Arts: ; 
center) ‘for tho Harlan sestions. I 4s e Podoral 

project operated by the WPA. Seated next. to her 
_ 1g Robert Minor, who. 4g an old Bolshevik." 


lire whites) © 


Bximination of ‘the How York Amsterdam gtar ewe of April 22, 


1939, reveals tho following excorpt in an article referring to the 
anos ¥: Ford dimmers ve. verre eens. WS 


“among the distinguished sponsors were 
Richard Gright, Drv. Mex Yorgan and authors 
Ryle Crichton, Ruth Mokinney, Pranced . 
Winner, Countes Cullen,. Gwendolyn Bennett 


end ctherss® 


_ EARZ GNYEES, coloréay photogiapher for thé New York 
Anstordan Btay Wows, located'eb 2340 8th Avotue, How York City, upon, 
‘Auterviow Kay '7,°19¢1,, stated ‘that he took’ the photograph of the group 


at-tho James We -Pord dinner for tho-snsterdam Vewss which photograph 


appeared in the igsue'of the newspaper dated April 22, 1959, “on. page: Gs 
He declared that this” dinndr: caused a lot of comment in Harlem ao many 
persons wore surprised that James Bakor,: who held a Job 4n “the. Depart 
mont of Welfare of the city of Yew York, wos putting himself "on the 
spot" for appearing as tonstmheter at’ this dinners: He stated that a. 
month after thig dimer, JANES RARER wad diemleged fran his position 
by the Lepartuonb-of Welfare of tho City of Now Yorks = 


..-  ,GEYMES deolerea-that he-did nov lmow Subject GUENDOLYN BemineT 
well cnough"to state: whether or not she woe oympothetid to camumlan. 
However, he said that Bemet wis associated with the Negro Playwrights 
Company Ins. and ho said. that:he: saw tho play ‘the Big white Fog", _ 
which wis sponsored by Negro. Playwrights Cempany Ines and this play was 


definitely comunistis 
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oe ee Exauinotion ofthe iseus of the: Hew York Amatordam Stor 
Hows, dated Kay 20; 1939, reveals the headline on the first page 
referring to Baker being fired: fran the Department of Wolfers 


» Selored, residing at 1206 Kenyon 


4 “HOS, 

y Special Field Agonts ‘Travis Le Flotcher, Bs Jacabs and Joseph Cs 
Ryszeleaki; when dutervicwed' on ny 22, 1941, stated that ho ts 
qaployed as Public Rolettons Counsellor in thé labor Division of 
£f4cb of Production Henagiments Ho satd hd hag known. Gwendolyn 


of ‘the WPA Varlen Community Art Couters «Eo Folated that: when iisg 
Savage left this project “temporarily in 1030 to do ‘a -commisoion at 
the World's Pair dn vow York City, Mise’ Bomets we made the director 
af this project. He ‘oxplaingd that Hies Savage's efforts: to rogain 


hor <omer poaition withthe ‘WPA “{n''1640'were ‘wtisucvossfal and it waa | 


rumored tho’ reason ‘aho “wasnt ‘badly: on this project was’ that she 
antes Pee 


ri + Be expressed doubt about 


FRANE Tp” » G32 colored. Ei wan unable y o SUT , 
Wiese: persons: but suggestod’ that ties savage would be: 


stated that cho id “Rot know eny of 


Theodore Postons ‘She aiggeated, however, that apent Antorview Frante 
Crowumpith, head of ths orien: labor Center, 812 Weet 126th Strocts. 


' She advised that crossuaith vould, know souething about Bennett's — 


Commimia datio activities and wuld be able to furntah ich the addrescos of - 
Cy oar Ys . 


the: ‘Parsons montionod by ‘Poston, 


515 Weng RAME GROSSMATTH, chateman 6f° the Regro Labor committee at 
B12 Weat IEG Strest, Ter’ on inter 
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oH York City, when interviewod on Jus: 10; 1941,. 


va 


‘fyon March‘ 10, 1956 te October, 


Beeeessay 


declared: that “he -eoata givern no tatinits: dnteratede: about subject 
‘Bomstt! 5 dctivitdes in tho Comundet: Party, ‘but he could state — 
‘definitely theb GRSHDOLYH: BETETY 49: ‘geputed to be a Camuniste 

Rov suggested: tha Edward Welch, who might know marg 
about Bamett's activities. He wie unable to furnish the addresses 


‘ of ‘any person named. 


SIMARD WSLCH,: soloed; ‘pthoie ‘ae the Tegre labor Cann thes. 
residing & side Avemus, Hew York’ City, ‘on intorviaw 
dune 10, 1941;. stated that Pornett ia roputed: ‘to be & Communist, 
He deolared that 4t wis rusored in Harlem that the Commmists rendved 
AUOUS TH: SAVAGE and placed Subject Heonett in cuirce of the Harlem 
*. He else was ‘unable to furnish the addresses 
of ‘the persons maned' by theodore : Postons, : 


RBs. oo DUTY, leolored,. howaewife,, residing ‘at 237 
Beat. Listy ow XO) ate “upon, interview. dune 2, 1941, 
atated that Bermett tt was reputed to he ‘a Commies, but she auld give 
Ro proof as eho: oh dreds saa addy Bras: Duty doclared that 
‘ghe was formerly a member. 6f:the Camunist Farty, Borlen Section, 
1083, at ‘which time aho resigned. 


aoKARATE, Tas $2604, WPA sender guara-ab the 
Comp di ty Joeb, , 136th street: and rere Arete tea 
York City, residing ag 2140 oat 142nd- ‘gtacaty ‘Rew York City, when 
interviewed on dune 12,1941, declared that he did not mow Subject 
Beanstt except having heard she was atthe head-of the Harlen 
Comunity Art center, Fe: Ho: advised that he we formarly a mouber of ; 
‘ths Communist Party, “Rap len, Seotion, fron: Ostobsr,. A850: to Auguaty, 1085, 


Ide. ‘§b72045;. WA" Recreatien Leader, connected 
edith the eS Agencies Projedt located,at 72 tashington. 
Street, New York City, residing at-24 megt Listh street,, Kew York Chty;. 
upon interview June ‘28519025: stated that he could give: no definite . 
information that. Subject “Bonnett. was 8: ‘meter “of the Comuniat Partys. 
He badd: however, that Owandolyn lyn Rennatt woe definitely repated to be: 
a Comumists, Thite advised that he was formerly ‘6 member of the 
Communist Party fran 1929 to: 1936 and was aleo a manber of the Central 
Comittes of the Young Comamnist league and a mebor-and organisay of 
various. Communiat organizations,;: Ho stated: that ho bad testified before 
the Woodrun Committee regarding the Ford dinnor at which Bennett was 
Béated at the speakers! table ‘wi th: Berl Browder ‘and Robert inary 


= = niet le ie i ts a a 


NW? 51904 Docid:34288938 Page 30 


Bavege's etatenont as the 
‘the position of tational a 
WITTE ‘atated as follows; - 


ion with the 


eoretary of the. 


xey-S7A7 


GLADYS STONER, veférred to in Augusta 


bjact Bennett isbbied for 
Uational Negro Congress, 


:' “I haya known Gladye Stoner to be a ranking 
Fomber- of the Cammmict Party since 1035 ani she me otil] a maber 


of ‘the Camamist Party in 1930 whon % brolee comections with that 
groupe I have reason to believe sho is etl a monbors” 


and. also ing 


colored: publi 
etated that they 


residing ab 710 Putnem Avenus, Brooklyn, on interview Nay 6, 1041, 
stated that during Ootober, 1960, 

presented 0: play at’ the ‘Lincoln q eb LES tH nO 
Ayenus, New York Clty, called “"gho Sig Shite. Fog", which she attended 
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layerights. Compeny ‘ 
te up ony: oritioian 


xem 


of tho play for the newspapers ahe-ropresanted because the play ws 
definitely Commmistio and disgusted hers Sho further stated that 


the play was sponsored by people whe wore reputed to be Cammmiata 


and wore known'to be interested in ‘Cammist activities in Horlans 


-... _ WULRIAM CHASE, colored, WEa art director, cénnectedvith 

the’ Row York Instardan Star ‘News;"a colored publicatien in Harlem, 

‘Whon interviowed on Nay 75°19]; declared that he has known Bonnett. 
during the last ten yoars; that he has met lier ona mmber of occastons 
at social snd cultural gathorings and has gotten to lmow hir vory 
‘well during the past four yeares Be dadd that BeMTeeT ‘was &. close 
friend of PAUL ROBESON énd RICHARD WRICH?, that Taul Robeson is 
reputed to be a: ¢ and Richard Weight io an admitted: Communiots - 
He etated that. hoa bd the leunohing of tho fegro Playerighte — 


Company Inc. ‘ab’ the Golden cate Haliroom in’ September,’ 1940,,ad at 

this ‘launching Richird Wrights: who was ‘introduced by Gwendolyn Bemett, - 

chairman of tho evening, admitted that he ‘wag'a Cosmumist whon ho 

oerenees the audiences: gtr ind af : th bea Lt wad quite obvious : 

ob this launching: that the Hegre: Playwrights’ Company Inos‘was 

Commmiat-backed-and influmeeds Ho stated that this Negro Payer ent 
tre 


Company Ince produced "tho Big-thite Por” at the Lingoin: theatre 4 
October, 1940) that thie play was very ‘Comunistio'as At tended to 
incite and create dissatisfaction and in the tact scone when. the leading 
actor wad dying, it showed the Commmict Party offering the solution 

to tho Negro problems = . : 

os SRAES declared that he dolieved “EENNETT ws one’ of the: grdup 
of negroes who went to Russia in 1952. or 1032 ta mike a Vogro:fiin. 
‘Bo explained that the iden of this ‘flp sas to portray’ the 24¢8 of 

the Hogro as has never been seen in'American‘films, Ho explained that 
he believed uot all membors of the group wora uoeoseartly Conaniiat 
beoange mony of them cme back very disillusioned. He deslared that 
ho could give no definite infommtion about Bennett boing a Comumist ~ 
becausg he ‘had never hedrd’ hor openly declare’ herself @8* Buds. 


>’, DAW. BUBIBY, colored; “gporta .odi tor and formerly thoatrical - 
editor of the lew York Amsterdam gtar ces,then interviozod on lay 18». 
1941,. stated: that ha: bos known Sennett for shout 22 yours ac directors” 
of the Harlen Commmity Art Genter. “Ho explained ‘that howd only _ 
slightly coquainted' with Mics Bemett and ho knaw that: her activities — 
and sympathies wore in thé chamois of tho Conmust farty.s Ho declared 


that he attended the oponing night of the play "the Big Maite Fog” 


ewan ae rs ae ear ned pane ~ _ 
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| ReeEYSTAT, 


kn ottep-to veview-tha- pig sh" ene Bou Tove hitbsrdan thar Hews and © 
‘that he ‘alse attendad’ the launching of “the Nogro Playwrights Company 
Ines, ‘which company sponsored "Tha Big white Fog" ab the Lincoln 
Theatre in Harlem. He asaortod bomen toth the play ond the lamohing 
wore ‘definitely’ Comuntistic ’ 


a , -eoréred,: earrpipendent: ‘for ime end Lifo 
Maganines; a ond Life’ guilding, Noir York City, roaiding at. 
748 Ste Tcholas: * kvecnb Hew York City, on inborview May 19, 1941, 
’ atabed that ‘Hennstt:tao” been Adentified with ‘the: Communist group and 
 Commndat movaerit and activities in Bardem forthe lest for yoors : 
which havo been purportedly controlled ty end identified with 
Commumigns ' Ho. explained ° ‘thed he paged this ‘etatenent on, convorcations _ 
held with people and’ Bonnett's oancarn’ and<interest tn. ‘activities in: 
Harlom which have been theuaht Oe ae a0" Commaitst supported, such ‘aw the: 
Negro’ Playwrights: CompanyInds, ig White: Fog", and a: dinner’ 
given in honor’ of Jones Ve reeds ‘te Communist ‘candidate for vico= 
prosidont.’ He ‘stated that Beniett 4s actepted in the: comamityas 6 
person asacoldated with and sympa thet o ‘with activities which, have 
“heon’ thought’ of as Command ot ie 


: ‘BESSYE BRARVEN, Dopuby y tehtgatae: of ‘Intérnad Revenue, Auddt 
Section, urd District oF lew York, 120 Bast -¢6th Street, residing at 
‘60 Horningaide Aveiue, Now York Clty, ‘upon interview: May Ra; 1041, 
stated that shed had ro: ‘ImowLadge: ‘ef ‘Bennett! s ‘aobivities as: che, 
Beardon,. tas: always refused to: havo“an og ta do with any movement 
or activity in Harlen which wae’ stage’ Bearden duslared that 
ahe' isa meaber ‘of “the Citizens Sponsoring Committee of the Harlen 
Conmumndty Art Conter aiid che knows ‘that HEMWaTT has dosoclabyd with . 
LOUISE TROMPION, procent wife of wilds Favorcon, Comminist candidate ... 
for Congress in. Chioagd, HOLLIE Hoon ALTA eee and others who 
"have been: connected with: ont amase a 


: FLoYD- EIS 7 sy ‘Now York: eageataltiante: of the 
Chi cago “Be 2 sits’ Gnd: Hew York’ Ago, all newspaper’ 
publications, ‘tonierly’ a SPA writer’ and editers upon interview Hay 82, 
“1941, declared that: ho-his ‘mown ‘Nemnett for about ten yeare in the 
“community of° ‘Parlom;~throyth Kis’ connection with newspacer ‘work in the 
 gammunity during ‘this: period and ho “nleo mst: Bennett at different. 
‘goolal fumotiona in Harlens “Ho stated that: she has acaoclated with 

: people who ‘are: goristdered: ‘Communists, ‘audh as Paul-Robeson end #ichard 
Bright, and he further explained that Benzett hag a reputation. of boing 
a SomenskS an Karlene, Ho aedd ‘nay? ‘ho never: éiacuaged ony political 


cole 


‘xeemyes7i7 


nattors. with Bonnett end myer - heard ber nike any. doolarations or: 


“statements which: an any may: ‘tndieated: tat she was a Communists. 


; i _ Baton explainga’ that Gurdng” ‘dose viten ho ‘was. comected 
with WEA: sJoot, hilo coworkers’ urged him to attend a neoting 
‘at Comamist: paadguastenes at which tine ‘they induced hin to enrold 
‘Q@°@ member. He said that tho Party’ ‘acedpted £0¢ fren him at this 
' meting’ tut because “he: ‘Rever attended megtings ‘or took part in any 
‘of their activi tlos ons of the’ Communist nenbers returnsd hia sof 
‘to-him cna told-hin’ho'wes' not aceepted ‘asa nenber’ An: the Party. ; 
He: ‘explained’ thet’ tho’ group “that attended this meting ‘wore all... 
writers fromthe tPA yroject and’ for this ‘réadon he conld not have’ Been - 
Bemett ovon.if che wore a. monber of the Party hecause as a moxber oho: 
would” have’ been shed ag ‘with’ same’ “other” eRe of” the Communist organizations 


: Toate. UDLBY, sotored,: pocket pier “forthe ster’ York Ages 
woLoied: cation, at 890: weet’ 1s5th: Streot,: Mow York City, when . - 
interviewed on: Kay'13, 1942,. stated that ‘slic’ had tmnown MENDOLYN TRADER 
for mixy years and! ‘that Bennett ia: ‘peterred to-as a Ce 

commnity of Harlan. Sho stated that Bomett has aasoolatod with a 
Communist group in Harlem forthe Just two gr three years to her’ imov= 
ledse, and that she has been interes tet an Coumunistic aotivitios, in 
Barlene 


. RARY: Ro FIRGERS 3: ele seyertar’ on’ the Hew York igo, at: 
‘B50 Weat TSEC Dtrcot, how York: City, upon” interviow Hay 13, 1641, 
“etated ers sie-has know Bomobtt during the last year and’ that sho ~ 
thas: only spokén to hor-on'a few’ obtcisdonss: . Che assorted’ that: during 
this’ period ‘that: she« knew ‘Bernett she ‘has’ heby dj ‘on gsvoral: ‘ecceadong,. 
‘that ahs, ‘Bennett, ° woo a-merbor of tho Communist Party. She. could not 
recall, the nanos of: ths: poraons he: poferrod te ‘Bonnett aa “member: 
of: the Communist: Forty. ; 


eo ase ~STELAABERRACT 4 in, saberedy “wenn ethbor. of the ‘tee ‘York: 
Ansteréon Star™: “ae : avenue, How York City; on intormlew 3 
Key 15, 1041; ‘stated that ake’ bos’ known ‘Bometh’ eoclally for 15’ yoars.” 
Sho dodlarod “thet she had ‘no’. knowledge “ony Commmist activities or: 
eympathios ‘on: ‘the part of eubjoct.: atated*thah at the tities  ~ 
AUSUSTA savas ‘WES replaced by Gwendolyn Bomoett,-as dircstar of the | 

: ty art: Center; -aboub thred years:ag ig there” ware runora Sai. 
ths: oomaeley” ‘of Harlen that the Comuniste® : 
change “af: ‘pool tiongs: ‘Sho gaid“tliet she sould not back this statement 
because she docs not know the facta, She declared ‘that aubject is 
married te white min maned Richard Beak, Croasoup, who formerly taught 


= Bh. ; 
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da some private school in Boston and who da now teaching ina private 
; achool in Bew York citys 


2 crlotod, mining séttor of the Ton Tore ee, 
; Greet, Now York City, when interviewed Hay 13, 15 
tated tosh be-bae kaon Bamneth Goes maber ef yeaees Ho declared 
that he had no lmowledge of Commmist activities and sympathies on 
‘the part of Bermett: ‘excoph that he heard rumors to tho effest that 
sho wade Commmists He yolated that bennett wis formerly a teacher 
&t Howard University and sho had been, ranoved fron thia university 
because of a scandal ' 4n which she: was inveiveds: 


+ CLINTOH ro prosi¢ent ‘end editor-or the New York 
injtivdens ab. 2840 8th ‘Avenue, How York City, . upon, 
furterview Hay 7, 194i, seated’ ‘that he has: know, CUB NDOLYE: mer 
Slightly in connestion with the Harden Comunity” OF. 
declared that ho mew nothing about hor achlvitdess He said that he 
had not known she appeared dn hin newspaper ina group photure of the 
demas ¥. Ford dinner, but 46 wae his belief that Bennott's prosence at 
the banquet. table with Pord ‘was & strong ‘Andleation that she is 4 
Commmist bécause-no ons but « Comuniet would be theres Ho said 
that bis opinion, Of course, was eonfidential, and off the reoords 


HES. CARRIR HAVER, “ablereds, ‘housewife, restding at 210 West 
‘Reath Stresh, oa YO: ec Mpon interviow May 0, 1041, stated that 
ahe has. known Bemmett about fifteaa yearas She deolared that che did 
nob. lnow of enything that would 4udioate Comumistic ootivities or - 
sympathies on the part of subjects, Bhe did not belfeve Gwendolyn Bennett 
was a Coummists, ; 


Attaohed harote end marked Exarer? B dove photestated copy 
ofa page of the progran distri tributed at tho Tdnooln Fhoatre by the 
Begro Flayerighta Company + the tine that the play vas pracented 
at the Lincoln Meatro in the ’fell of 10s: “Thig exhibit shows the 
esconkate: members: of tho Negro: Playwrights Company Ince and their’ 


: ave boon identitied by the ercene intorviewed as Caumnist 
sympathizers and persons és finitely ante ested in. Commmist activities 
‘an tho community of Baplens: ; 


UpPH,. doctaswa ‘that Alain locke; Enz. Yorgaty 
mame HoT bth Gnd Foul Robeson ware definitely knom 
a8 te Commu tts, 
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" pess¥e ERARDEE, gupra; retorred to Richara Wright, Fou 
Robeson « Yergan ag Commmists. - . 

‘| + FerLeran ‘cmass,. supra, stated that nichard titer apeiily , 
admitted iat he was a Communist at the lsunciing of the Hegre Flay~ 
wrights Company Incs 


SARAS WEST “aUpFa, regorred to Richa Trtght, Pani Robeson 
and Wax Yorgan ao Commute 


. 


FLOYD SNBLSON, supra, said that Paul ‘Robeson and Richard 
Wright sn SEO, srrte 


‘An article in the Korld+Telorram of ‘Apri 28, i943, rofors 
to MAX YERGAN as prosident.of the National ‘Negro Congress anda - 
leader In various Comamict causes. This same article aote ‘forth 
‘that Yorgan has been dropped as history léoturer at City College, 

Wow York City, %¢ 4¢ alao ae abated in this artlole-that "lr. Yorgan ’ was 
Slected president of the Rational Negro Congress loeb year after Ac. 
Philip Randolph refused reolection because he opposed accopting money 
from the Communist Party, Laat woek lras: Franklin Ds Hoosevelt 
withdrew hor ‘sponsorship ‘of 4 Paul Rebason concert under the auspices 
of the: ashington Comittee for Add to China after she learned that 
the: ‘Rational ‘Hegre Congress had Joined: in backing: the affairs" 


' ‘Examination of ‘the Daiiy: Yorker af. ‘Soptenber ‘80,4. 1940, 
revéals the following headlines Richard Uright,. aubhor of tative 
Son, Backs Jamoo We Ford and Sari Browder", Couminioet candidates 
for vies=preoident' and prosi¢ent, rerpectively. 


‘Bxemination of ‘the Daily Yorker of October 24, 1940, on 
page 7; reveals a four- ‘column ‘revi giv’ ofthe’ play "the Big white Fog" é 
together with a photograph of a ‘@losing: scone of the plays. This 
revicw ‘praiacs the production of this play by the Segro Playwrichts 
Company Ines and urges ever reader of the Dally Worker & 8060 é 
Phe Big ‘Shite Fog". 


' -& person who ‘requested that his tdentity beheld in: einftieiies 

atated that he was a charter menber' of thé Commnist Party and a nanbor 

of that Party anti? 1987 and that he was dlosely ‘affiliated with the | 

~ ‘Party wxtil dune, 1939, when interviewad gn Bay 22, 1941, by Clayton De 

: Bollinger, Field Agent in charge, stated that GRENDOLYN BENNETT? has 

always been comected With the intellectual fou OF the Comin st sb Party 
and that she wag close to James Wa Ford, vice=presidential candidate for 

the Commmist Party. Ho. declared that Bennett has been on all kinds of 


-. 83 = 
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comind thoes for Nonsiing and” sohior in Harlem, ‘that in 1987 or 3986 
she waa on the committes with MIRE COLD, whose colum appesrs éa$iy 


‘in the Daily Worker, CARLTON other writers, operating 
une spondarahip to juaoify and defend the "frothy 


Be assorted: that. te his knowledge oeEEDOLYH BENSET? was a 
membor of the Communist Party Publicity Camittea for the New York 
strict uring ‘2936, ‘1087 ami part of 1988. Be advised that 
WILLZANRA eee well-known: Communist teacher, ‘who wae 6 xpolled 
2 Dae gone tine ago, 16 very oloae to Gwandolyn 
Bennetts 


KEENG TH sLccu of: the. Rapp-Coudert Comittee which is 
investi gat: Bele activities inthe dducation system of tho 
State of How York, adviced Spooiai yield Agent John A, Bram on 
May 23, 1941, that WILLIANUA BURROUGHS ‘Wns a candidate for Licutenant- 
Governor of the Conmmist rarty Umgneine “Working Women", October, 
1984, page. 6) and was aleo'a candidate for Comptroller of” the: Caty 
of New York on the Comuntat Party ticket (Daily Worker, Novenber 6, 
1933, pago’2)s: Ho further advised that Burroughs appears on the 
signature book’ of the Registrar of Blectdrg: for ‘the year 1933: ae a 
duly enrolled menbor’ of the’ Comiuniet partys  Slogum alao advised that 
Durroughs wae tricd before the Board of Education, Law Committes on, 
“dune 15, 1983, charged with ceaduct wae orning 0 teacher, and wag 


Bo: farther. related that Bemott waka: ‘algo a very close feiend 
of BYLS CRICHTON, writer in Collicr’s magazine; who is known ‘to him ag 
a Comaumtet, and who writes for the. ‘Party under tho pen name of 
Bebort Forsythe : 


He atated that ne knows: that Gaandolya Bernottte- “presant: 
Imsband, Richard: Crossoup, ‘Wie a Communi at $n°1985ond may @t411 be. 
‘According ‘to our witness, “Crosgoup “Lo vory' friendly with Cyrtl Bricks, 
etaff mamder’of the Daily Yorkers” No further: étated that he:tias” been 
Crosscup often at the Communist Party office on 13th ‘Stresty. “ead many 
‘times in the Torkers-Book Shop, located-in:the samo vutlding, as 
fecert ae 1938; that Grosécup is a personal friend of Richard Ds. Moore, 
Communist: Farty fold ah ape: Boing 
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presence of Agent Cohon, on Hay “2B, ioe, deentified phetograyhe 
of Guendolyn Bennett, which were shown to him. He stated she wis 
knoe to him as SHUTH GALE", He sadd ho could not say whether 
‘he wae or was nob a menbor of the Commmict Party. However, ho 
doolereg that sho was, according to the language of the "leftists", 
eng who had been in the “novanent” demo time. 


ARUNIEL recalled that in 1934 or 1988 he was “hanging 

around” « Tomuniet paper-in Harlem (the nams he could not recall) 
ond was also during thie period identiqied with a Comaunist club, 
which he’ could not at this tins identity by TATED » 


ARNOLD SCOTT, solored, yoodding at ieis Byiie Avenue, 
Fitteburgh, fae; in o signed statement EXGINT? 8, dated May 26, 1942, 
gtated that during the fall ef 1630, hos ‘@ meeting held by: 
the Commnist Farty at the Rarthoide Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh, 
Pas, and that he reealled that a Mine GUSUDOLYH BENRET? fran New York 
City spoke at this mestings So acid that while ho ‘could not exactly 
: renouher what Wiss Bermott said he knew she urged @12 workers to unite 
; and gupyort the Communist Partys the ploture of Gwendolyn Bennett 
‘ey in the program of the play "The Big thite Fog” wos shown to 
Sestt end he identified hor as the same person who spoke at, the 
Northside Carnegie Library.s Scott further declared that around = 
¢ Sheetioes (ine: 16 1060 be peed So Be oak Se ee es ee 
Bennett spoke agnin at the Morthaide Carnegie IMbrary. He recalled 
that this was around the boginning of Novenbers 1940, just vefore 
: Election Days: He 'sasd that this meting was alec sponsdred by the 
: Commmist Partys. Scott orally stated that he had formerly been a 
Communtet but-droppedout of tho Party. He declared that ho wuld 
“spedk to tro of his former Commmist. friends, Jolah Hawkins and Brnest: : 
Careathers, a5 he know that: they had attenicd the msoting at the North 
6ide Carnegie Library during'the eleotdon. campaien period of 18406: 
‘He oxpleined that he id not-lnww'where these persons resided ‘but 
believed he: mould be able ‘to locate then through other friends of nis 
sometime in the hear futuro and he thought that Jefah Enxkine might 
he employed with Jones ang laughin. 


tho persdnne) files éf the donne “eat Loughlin Company 
were. checked and failed to reveal that any porson bearing the name 
of ZS1AH HAGE INS. had: over boon ‘employed: by that ira. 


oe vioron qepuanty presiding of thé Frediant Printing Canpany, 
Ti Fim Strest, ? } interviewed on Moy 24,1901, stated 
‘that during the election, sampadgn ‘gencen. of: Lied bs. printed 15,000 
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fourepige leaflets for 4 Commmiat meeting at the Yortheide Carnégioc 
Library in Pittchurghs Eo stated that this meeting was enid to: be 
hold on bebalf of danse &. Ford, colored, Cemmmict candidate for’ 
vicespresidents. Fredland. said that he ai6o printed other clraulars 
and leaflets for Comminist meetings in Braddock and Duquesne, Fac 
that. at the requcst of Comminfates who had placed ardere for those 
siroulers, ho alao printed a Daily Worker, Western Pennsylvenia, 
edition, for the Communist Farty with the pomissiin of the Dally 
Worker in Hew York, and that thie toe done Just ercund olection tine 
in 1940. Ho declared that he did not heop any of the leaflets, . _ 
olroulare or newspapers which he "had printed for the Party, oxplaining 
that ho lmew the public was not in faver'of Cemunism and he did not 
wish to keep this typo-of literature ‘around has place of businesses 
Prediant said that he d4d4 not know any porson nomed GNENDOLYN BENNETT 
and thet all he wns interested in was printing the usterial for tis 
Party "est. being peta fer Sh ee rs 


; The following pisgees' worn: dubsovieaed for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether or not Subject’ Guondolyn Bemott appeared in 
Pennsylvimia to campaien for the. Comumist Party, ond all stated 
that. they asa not’ iniow the: eubjectr : 


Jakes He ROBERTSON, ‘golored, and. pap ti 00D, “Loutenante of Police,’ 
‘Sud WILLEN Ee ONT EE, ° ‘colored, Detective, oll assigned to the 
Deteotives sion, City Leteative Bureau, ‘Short. and miter Streets, 
Fatteburgh,: Pass 3 


copie Speotal igind, yoderai, Bureau. at Investigation, Post 


dings” ‘Fattaburgh,: ‘Fasg 


SALvAgORS CANCELLIERT, Anorigan tegion Coomantar, Fosiding iat. 
south | ‘Avemia;* Pattsburgh,: Peer : 


VIRCENT sonuson former 1eder reporter, prosentily radio columnist with 
wees: ‘FosteGasgtte Building,’ “pattaburghy ray 


JOSEFE OIBAy labor reporter with the Fostedsette, Pittsburgh, Fas 


HAURICE HOSS, eolored, in charge of: the Urten League; 3 1800 Fitth 

Ryeaaity, bi Steburghs Pass: ; 

ROGER LAS, private ehtdeea, inca, m to the police ‘as a former ee 
rd “Averuss Pattoburghs Foes 


Tu ris, “president and gonesit manager ¢ of the Pittebargh Gourker, 
Solored newspaper woskly publica tien,. Pittoburgh Courier Baiiding, 
Pittsburgh, Pass 


aie 


ai eee eae fee! pe SteoeS 
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TED COLENAU and WEMUEL SMITH, editors, Pittoburgh Courter, 
JULIA JOUSS, eooloty editor, Pittaburgh Courier, Pittsburgh, Fas) 
HILLIAN P. MALOY, Chief of Folice, Luquesne, Pas} 


_BABEY 0. JGHES, poldcemn, Duquesne, Pas; 


ER. BUTLER, Ohieg of Police, Braddock, Pas 


: GEORGE SEIBEL, suporintondent of the Northaide Carnegié. 
library, eGo TE, intorvi awed on: Hay 26, 1041, stated that 
the Commmist Partyheld tuo meotings in’ Cirnegio Library Hall — 
in 1940, on Gctober @ and November 2. “He explained thet the Party 
had paid for tho’ privilege of using the hall end no record was. 
kept of eny of tho speakers or percons who wore interested in the. 
meetings: He ‘deolared ‘that ho was not prasent at tho meotings and 
aid not know nor bad he ever hoard of Subject GWENDOLYN BENBETT. 
He stated that Robert Mullen, night watohman at tho Library, wns the 
only enpléyee: who was present during the Gomunist meetings held at 
the hall that it was Hullen's duty to aco that tho lights were 
turned on and eff and that the place wae properly closed when the 
mooting wae overs — _ ek: vo 


AL yg te eae aA ( i 4 
i (Agont's Hote: Novewber, 1940, 4s a saturday. Szsmimition 
of subject's Biewoekly time card (orm UPAeB¥C 687) reflected that : 
ee not credited with tine on this date as she wae not scheduled 
toworks) : 


ROGER? HULIEN, nicht watehnan ab the Northside Carnegie _ 
lavrary, Pittsburgh, Fas, vhen interviewed lay 26, 1941, otated that. 
he was present at-the mectings held by pho Commmiat Party at the 
library on October 4 and November 2) 1940. He said he did not know | 
the names'.of “those who ‘spoko ‘at ‘the xeotings ‘and when show the ‘ 
pioture of Gwendolyn Bennstt he was uanble to identify her. fe oat 
ezplnined that’he would not know whether or net sho was present at the 
mootings. as he had no intércet in the speakers and did not pay any 
attention to tho persone who attended. ; 


Records of the Police Department, the federal Burcau of 


' Ravestigation, the Fostedazette, the Pittoburgh Courter, and the 


Le oe : 
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Northside Carmete idbrary wore ghoekod, cand’ ne! informition rélating 
to Subject Bennatt wa founds 


ali of the iseuss, og the pittsburgh sourker for Osbober 
and Rovenber, 1940, were examined and no infommtdon. regarding Lice sats 
was Soandy: : 


; Guests registration, garde for the months of October and 
Revenbor,. 1940, at the Botley ‘Hotels 1838 Center Aveme, Pitteburgh, 
Po., wore examined and it was found that neither Gwendolyn Bormett 
oy dames & Ford registered at that hotel during this porlods. The 
Badley Hotel 4s a hotel for colored people 4a Pittsburgh and agent 
‘was advised by the Police Departnént witnesses and the editors of the 
Patvsburgh Courier that Ford or Bennett wuld hove rogtatered 6t this 
fini in Pitteburgh unless they wore staying at ths homes of 

8! > 


conter & hy: ees q 
that he recalled: that dames Ford, 


romed ‘reentalyn Bennetts tien. caansuing ‘Subject Bennate!s pleture,. 
Bailey stated he waa quite positive ‘gho hed not etayed at his hotel. 


; SYAMLEY CARROLE: eolored,, night olor: ab. the Bailey Hotel, 
interviewed on Mey BO,. 194i;. ‘gtated ‘that dames Ws: Ford; the. vico= 
presidential: candidate of the Cammuniat Party, stayed at the ‘Bakley | 
Hotel. alons just beforo Election Day in 1940." Ho stated he wis 
‘positive. of this because Ford asked hin to vote for the Comamist 
Party and aleo asked him to listen to the a ef Earl Browder, 
‘ghich was “to- ad ‘broadcast over’a. nation-wide oe 


auriisary: Ayvestigation’ was made + ‘Spocdal Field agents 
dohn Pe oalias Boston Ficld office, for the purpose of securing 
{nformtion fram tho Bosten police. authorities, yogarding Communistis: 
activities of Richard Crosscup'hnd his wife, Gwendolyn Benrett,. 
alleged Commmistse: He submitted the followings 
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"STMOTEY Ge MURPHY, ‘oxcoutive: sooretary, and 
 CAPTATO STOKES, chiot of dotactives; both of 
the Taste chueste ‘Stake Department of Romig ds 
Commonwealth Pier; Boston. ‘Mandachusetts, on 
- May 23, 1941, checked their’ records and filed of 
‘+ «alleged: Commmists ‘and-imown agitatare in the Besten 
(area but wore umble-to discdver any information. 
congerning oither RICHARD SROSSCUR, oF bis wife, 


GUENDOLYN BAETT, “Tmegre)s y stated that their 
“Files Wistar elt kom or alleged Comamiets in . 
‘ “the Boston area up to six months ages 


Adaistant Field agent-in Charge West-of the Federal 
‘Buran of ° Inveatigotion, 10 Fost office Square, 

 Bostons Hassachusotta, on Hay’ 28, 1941, after 
sxamination of bureau f4i68"in ‘the Boston Field: office 
of the Bureau, ‘stated that ‘they ’had‘ne record of 
either Crossoup or Bemett boing active in Conmmist. 
er subversive activities in the Boston areas 
West: Stated that: ‘the: Bureau: files are up to dstos 


Tho ‘local Police Depor tment or the: Ghty of Boston. 

“were unablo to furnish information of any kind on 
the origin or Sothvaiies of Gronscap. or: Bonnett in. 
this vicinity." 


WPA BG: Form 89; ‘Education ‘aia Bxperlenoe Resord, submitted 
by Subject Gwondolyn Bonnett refleots that che gave no personal 
references,, and revenled the ‘following provious moinsas expertise, 


On duns, 1932, exiployed-as bliatty Pireotor by Ws cs. Randy Huaie 
Pubs. Coy 1867 Brondiays, mee for 3a pease ‘at & ealery of 
$66600 por. weoks: : : 


‘In 1080, ‘eapinysd: ‘OSG. ‘Sion: at the. Busia: Publte Senge; Busta; 
Plorida, for ane: year, at §56+00 per wock, toaching French and English, 
second and third: year highs. 


Employed: as asaiotent. ééttor: of # “opportunity “wageeine; « Liss ‘Broadway, 
Manhattan, - for & years, 1029; at $80.00 per'wook, editing, weitsng 
copys’ ‘onndiuo ting : a literary’ colwnn : “and” proofreading: 


Pree tance artis for the Herald Tribune, but no dates or salary seca 


fit 2 Se hy ta to ek et eee WAS a atree eke NS nea ee Sat 
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_ _ Under Béueation and Experience, Subject Bonnett in WFACHYO 
Form 89 furnished the following information: 


That she was graduated from elementary and high 

school and had thrde years ‘oF oolleze; that che wis 
_ 6 graduate of Pratt Insthtuter ond alao had studied 

‘art: for one year at the Acadanite Coloress’; 

Faris, franco, we 


Columbus Avenuo, How York City, sets forth that GIERDOLYN RGNIGT? was 


LECTITUTE, Brooklyn, New York,’ signed by JAMS C, BOUDREAU, rector, 
‘addressed tothe: percome} section of the WK, 70 columbus Averuo,: 

New York City, sets forth that TN HEMUETT woe a student of 
Prate Institute from veptender, “TOU to June, 1984, taking a two yooré 
day course in normal art, and on dune. 19, 1924,. she. wee awarded the . : 
diplona'of the’ institute for the satistmetory completion of this course: 


_, _,A letter from the RUSTIS VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL, Bustis, | 
Florida; dated April: 23, 104%, addressed to the New York Field office; . . 
advised that.a teacher nausd Mrs, Gwendolyn Bemott Jackson worked 
‘at the Eustis School. ae 


sace < ERs JONES; Gxecutive Sooretary of “Opportunity” mgacing, 
1153 Broadway, Wew York City, interviewed by Special Field agent _ 

Lowoll Hs Ewing on April 18, 1941) stated that there wore no records 
available. of ‘enployees who worked ‘with’ the Oppértunity maragine around... 
1929). that he had heard that Subject Bennett had worked for Opportunity 


magating at one-time but-be could give no further information, explain= 
ing that the subject: worked: with this mgnsine prior te the tins that. 


he end all present anployses worked ‘theres He showed agent a copy of 
the magazine dated Octeber,. 1927, which carried an article ty Subject 
GWENEOLY! HGHWE?T and also showed agent an application for. euployment 
Filed with the magasine by Subject Bennett in September, 1954. 


ca 
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ta a teiephans intorviey on tay 2y dedi, Agen Soting mt 
advised by ‘the persomel office of the Herald tribune: tha 
Serie abad to 1020 were placed in dood gtorage and are yore 

Ce 


In Subject Bemott' a atatenent to Brennan and shaming 


‘Supra, ma nade a part of tho camplaint mtsrial,. she states that she 


‘Seg: at EQUARD UNIVERSISY, Vachington, Ds Cs, from September, 1024 
; 1888, and fran Coptanher, 1926 to dune, 1927, and that sho 


’ Rees & \ degree fron teachers Colleges Columba University, Hew York Citys 


‘Examination of tho. ‘poonirds af Columbia ‘Teachers college, 


‘ Jooated at 55) Hest 120th Street, Hew York city, by Agent Swing on 


Hay 1, 1942,: revealed that Fra BENNEE? wae registered there as 
a student during the years: “TOT, «1922, 1924 (sumer 
#ession), 1936;+1936 and 1936,-1087, ‘and that. she wag emurded @ B65. 
degree in 057s 


- GUS TAYE AucEmE adstetant tr broasurer Of Howngd University, 
advised that no records were mintaisad regerding inatractors during 
the pordod whan subject ‘was: employed. However, yearly catalogues 

of the school wore consulted and diadlesed that Geendolyn Bormstt. 

was employed aa an instructor of art for, the sahool torm of 198401025) 
that she was on leavo of absence fer tho 102691986 tem, but returned 
for the sucoceding school yeay,; when che ws again instructor in art, 
and there wis nothing to indioato that. bor services woro sithor dis= 


‘satisfactory or otherwise. 


AUZENRE suggested that Professor JANES. Vi. BERING, aed of of 
the art departnent, night remember subject Temets ag be wos ten 

at that times Professor Herring advised that although he ¢eos perm! 
ranexber subject very. vividly, he docs know that che taught at Homrds. 
that he does not recall hor reason fer: leaving ‘the thiversity, nor 

dees he yecall ever having confucted discugeionk of @ aoolal nature 
with her. His recollection is that che was 9 gifted person and that 
ahe received a fellowship of stme Gort. Hor work, ag ho roonlls, was 
alnost entirely in the: fled of: designing rathor than in water color or 
‘figure painting so ‘any goelal-tronds inher work would not: be 

notiocables ‘Be stated that he beldeved sho had several pocns  ubliahed, 


‘although he was not certain that he: renenbers: the magasines,. bub 


balieved that they ware. Sourvey Graphic! and MOpperteacity? end 


sabe. 
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CHARLES So. JORNSOR,. -dbsestiis ae. Pia, University, departcant 
of sociai ARES. EIR, femnssiee; in a letter dated April 17, 
1941, addressed ‘to Clayton De Hollinger, Field Agent in Charge of the 
Hew York Field Office,: EXEINI? 4, sete forth that tased upon an 
aoquaintanco of mors tina Tiisecn: ‘yeaya; he io convinced that Subject 
SEYRET? ‘has no: connections with the Comunist Party and that ihe ie ; 
not Interested in such philosophy. Mo relates that she te a capable 
artist ond that cho hag’ proved ‘hersel? an able: administrator; that 
he has coms to kaoy her when, a9. editor of Opportunity, @ nagasine, 
4n_ 1928 ‘to 1028,, he was seeking out young Rogro artiste and uditers 
who gave ‘premise of mature development in their fields He dsserts. . 
that Subject Bennett's record haa- conbimusd ‘to _duatity: his. confidence 
in her; that ho feels convinced that in this particular instance. an 


' Anjustice is dedng done to Subject: ‘Bennetts 


. , A ‘dst af persons to who the Badly Workoy of Hareh le, 1941, 
and the Sumiay Rorker of March 28, 841," was een through the mails 

in New York City was eccured from’ A confidential source but. aid not 
contain, the nome of bubjoct Bonnett: 


. A ‘Les ‘of Bignors of Conmuntet: ‘petitions ‘deculated in Yow 
York. City in 1939" and a few in 1940 for the: purpose of nominating 
Comminist candidates for certain oleétive ‘offices, which list was 
complied from-:auoh petitions: by the office of: Jotm Aa: Bram, former EPA 
adniniotrative aseletent, (marin the ponsecsion of Stephen 
investigator for the Dies. Comittee in Rew York City), wns checked by 
by. Spooial Field Agont Aarga Selena and subject's pane ‘was not fovans 
in ead. de 


a fe: list: of Denies of Communist: petitions. -eirevlated in New 
York: City §n-1840°and- 1991) which Ist was compiled by’ the ‘Now-York 
City Criminal Alden: Squad undor’ the ‘Airdstion of ‘Captain Donuslly, was 
cheeked:- by Spontal- Field: Agent Bram end subject's ‘name-wmo not found - 


in-cadd Met. ‘This tet does not’ sontain the: ‘named of all-of the 


aignera of petitions for 1040 aud 1962, a0 the edmp&lation bas: not yot 
been senploted,. aboub 66% of the names of siguors of such petitions 


: & list or. persons who. gant: leeteré t +6" ‘the Kew Torte chty 
Board of Elections protesting the’ romovalof the Communist Party fran. 
the ballot was secured by Agant Brana, (fomer PFA atninistrative 
assistant), ond eubject’s nano was not’ found on said ist. 


_ The flee of tho Now York city Foldcs Department, including — 
the crininad Alien: Squad, have boat: cxaniaed and contain no dnformtion 
apenrene mpgs re 
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Tho filea of the New York chty Welford. Departzent were 
| eximined ond contain no information of Comumist activities on the 
. part of subjects 


The. UPA Pinance Division, 70 Codunbus Averme, How York 
City, advised that subject Gwendolyn Bennett was paid a total of 
$1,241.64 aince July 1, 1940, ond no shocks have been withheld. 


sb Lotter 7aaat: to Subject nonnett by the Now York Field 

Office for én appointment 66 2100 pems on April 8,291, and, as.@ 
regult, LINCOLN ROTHSCHILD telophansda’ Agent Porcell’ and advised 
that: subject Bainott would not appear and requested that hor appoint~ 
ment be put off iniefinitely. Agent Porcelld requested to speak to 
Subject Gwendolyn Bemett and a ‘worn anowored the telephone, repredext~ 
ing hereclf ‘to he Subject Bennett and stated that ahe was not 
appearing at the appointed tims specified 4n the Field Office letter. 
She requested thatthe appointment be deferred for & few days, She 
explained that 4¢ ‘dhe were'to aippeay for’an interviow, she wanted a 
transoript of hor statement and statanents of witnesses inbervicmed 

Fe in connection with hor inves tigation, She declared that she wanted 
witnesses ‘present when she appeared for" interview. 


‘ Subject GURNDGLIN puMBET?T in a letter to the Rew York Field 
Ie Office dated. Me Ape HE, TA, steed nt follows: 


Means I for it anly fair, in order te arrive at 
a gust b and inpartial, deaision: an ny case, that: 


Ye era aiateraa. are 
have a ee : 


2) thot my accuser of accusers be made to make thedr- 
“aceusations: an personj: 


3) that investigations eseane my das¢ be confined to 
‘slremetances™ ‘ogansoted: ‘with the. charge or: chargess 


4) and that I receive a: transeript of the procecdings 
~ 9f interviews relative to: iy case. 


t fook that euoh requsets are ‘only an keep’ ‘with 

ordinary rights docorded to all ‘oitisens this countrys. 
Until a favoreble reply 40 given on these requests I | 
should ‘Uike +0 postpone ny appointment with your office.” 
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‘Conmunietic’ ‘activities ‘at. this conve 


XG0HY=8717_ 


Under date of Hay 3, io, ‘a letter was trananitted fron 
Clayton Ds Hollinger, Field Agent -in Chargs, to duendolyn pemnett, 
‘dnforming her that the dosanis ‘nado by her must be denied with the 
advice: thit ahe would be pomitted to havo her attorney present 
during the interview. ‘Ina ktter dated May 29,. 1841, Subject BEET? 
advised the New York Pield Offics that dho had arranged te appear 


‘with her Seay at tho field office at £00 Pate O81 Wodneacays 


ih a 5 unite ana answor oerree on’ dune’ 4; 194i, 


’ -BXHIBIT m, ‘conducted by Clayton D. Hollinger, Mield Agent in Charge, 


A, Porcelid, Special Picld Agent, ‘dn tho presence of 


‘MORRIS Baty ‘her attornoy,’ cubjoot’ Bennott donied that :che was ever a 
8 


‘ora manber of the ‘Communes Party) that. she ‘lobbied for tho 
Young communist Lesguo ‘or any ether: Soomantes Prhgeegteg 7 that. she 
did publicity: wrorle” for’ : Communist 


candidates ‘ox ary ‘Cosmuniat onde s ‘that ) WAS “Gver‘on any Comittes 
to defond pedir or the Proteky j in: Russiay ‘that she ever 
rt mo or that che. over read any Comuniat 

tora 


Bubjoot: monere: further: ‘Aindei: that: sea ‘was over eriendly 
with or associated with HICHAND WRICHT, "an avowed Camunist, or 
JAMES Ws FORD, vioo-prosidential Ganatdate ‘for the Cammniet Party». 
Gzp ‘ohe know them rom’ thoty nanea and having seen then), 
however,. ‘qho. refused to angwer when asked {f ahe was prosent at a 
‘dinner given to Ford and ‘sitting ab: the'speakoro’ table with EARL - 


_BROWDER and’ ROBERT ay former end present oxcutive secratarion of 


She further: ‘yePusod to anewer quoations sub= 
mitted to: hor rogsreing ‘he ie being prosent at the Hational Bogro. . 
Congresa Convention in’ ‘Phdindod phinsoz: Reged & roport: about 

She alao refused to angver 
‘Congress Convention ao A 


“fin ’ 

and wheather or: uot ao wed  tasoolatea ephghels Cousuniet front Sine 
bation. Whan esked 1f she ever‘ read -the ‘Badly Yorker ‘che refused to. 
anguer'and: whon asked regarding ‘har resding poctry and being prosont ot 
Capos ee Mao OF SEES, ESSE ee Pavone © ahs So 
BnETCrs 


_zeemr-3n7 


then firat asked abaut nie adioaiation with the Negro Play+ 
bo gi ceteaet) areal Subject SRENEOLT ESUNBT? refused, to, ‘answer 


‘pequest of Langston Hughes ;° with: the: whterstanding that no political 
matters wers-to be discussed: ‘She dedlared thet-the National 

Playerights Gonpany Ino. may have vised hex name in connection 
with: their’ activitioa ‘bat: thie: was, ‘done without her consents - 


' Subject BEENETY: ‘then wentb-on-to ‘etate that. when’ she found 
‘hor none wns. used ty the Begro Playwrights Gompiny Ines she objected 
‘to the secretary, whan she did not know, She then declared that eho 
“never attended any of the plays ‘sponsored by this ‘Grgenisatione. 


Th conection with ‘her pootry appearing in the Deadly Worker, 
Subject Bennett gaid this: was done without her authority and as a 
result she wrote, Yetter to the Dally Worker and ‘someone’ f¥on tho 
Dad ly Worker: tolophoned her and explained that they had obtained her 
poems from a- copy” of. Proceedings’ ‘of public neo tings. 


then: aeked 4f-ahe kenerer WEL TAM PATTERSON, ‘Commmiet candidate 

for Congress, Subject Bennett’ stated that-ahe kas uover sdon him ant 

does. not know him, however, sho admitted knowing his wifo but rofused 

il Hise 888 che sag Hoge an AMMAN, Texas, July 8, 
ry 


A letter wos suck to: the Héad tes Dopartnent; Giddings, fexns, 
and in Fesponse to thia- Letter; We, Be Mavburgers’ Comty Clerk,’ advised 
that the birth records of Giddings, Toxas yegan with the year 1903 
prens aaa i the biyth-of Gwendolyn. Beans 46 not of record 


Investigation completed. 
dane 18; ats wie toe 
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SpUOEBAL WORKS AGENCY—WPA Form 608 None = 
AFFIDAVIT REQUIRED BY THE EMERGENCY RELIEF wibttspiion ts directed t a provision tm the 
APPROPRIATION ACT FISCAL YEAR 1941 ty, gesson ho Knowingly and vith intent 


makes any false statement in 
234 with ne ia ealiee tho epprepristions in tke 
‘. ¢ a or relief a! ir eapprep: 
Identification No. .£° : Emergency Relief Appropriation Act, fiscal 
year 1341, ehall be deemed guilty of a fel- 
eny and Gned not more than $2,000 or im- 
prisoned nst more than 2 years, or both 


* Case No, .. 2. seeeeeeere eee 


being an applicant for employment or an employee paid from funds appropri to the Work Projects Administration, and 


being first duly sworn, deposes and says: 
1. That I am a citizen of the United States. 


That I am not a citizen but owe allegiance to the United States. ( J (Check one only.) 


2. That 1 do not and will not advocate or hold membership in any organization that advocates the overthrow of the 


Government of the United States. i 

3. And further, that I am not an alien, nor 9 Communist, nor a member of any Nazi Bund organization, and that I will 
not become a Communist or a member of any Nasi Bund organization during any time I may be paid from funds 
appropriated to the Work Projects Administration. 


Wirness To SIGNATURE: (Required only when person signs 
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EDNAS THOMAS 


MAX YERGAN 


dine ok the National: N ere Con! 

fs fir of the international Come: 

iter conc Atiedn” Affart and Lectures 

Neer Hunters at ihe College: of othe 
Cipcat New York 


N LOCKE 


eed Tse 


pees 
fo Man 
and Prost 
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COPY 


May 26, 1942 


2 1, ARNOLD SCOTT, residing at 1615 Wylie Avenue, Pittsburg, Pae, 
make the  Pollowing voluntary statement to Special Pield Agent Joaeph 
As. Porcelli, ‘Division of Investigation, Federal Works, WPA, Washington, 
De Co 


During the fall of 1939, I attended .« meeting held by the Communist 

Party at the Horth Side.Carnogie LAbrary in the evening. TI recall that 
a Miss Gwendolyn Bennett from New York City spoke at this meeting. I 
cen't romenber exactly what che said but she. sald somothing about all 
workers uniting and supporting the Communist Partye Agent Porcelli _ 
showed mo the ploture of Gwendolyn Bonnett appearing in the progrem for 
thepley "Big White Fog” and I have identified her as the same person who 
spoke at the North Side Carnegie Library. 

Wb. 

‘ Around election tine in 1940, I read in the. looal Daily Worker 
that Gwendolyn Bemett spoke again at tho North Side Carnegie Librarye 
This was around the beginning of November jvst before aloction day. This 
wag sleo a meting sponsored by the Commmist Party. : 


I have read the above statement and it 1s true. 


/e/ ARNOLD SCOTT 


Sea 
- kel 3 


co ant 


COPY 
j FISK UNIVERSITY 
CHARLES §. JOHNSON . DEPARTNENT OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
DIRECTOR 7 NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 


April 17, 1941 


Ur. Clayton Hollinger; Chief ‘ 

N.YsC. Field Unit, : 

Div. of Investigation, W.P.A. 

80 Eighth Avenue ; oy 
New York City 


‘ 


‘Dear Mrs Hollinger: 


Wy attention has been called, on the current trip to Hew York City, to an 
act of suspension of the Supervisor of the Harlem Art Center, which I am 
convinced has a seriousness beyond the important enough fect that a 
capable worker is‘removed from a jobs Miss Gwendolyn Bennett, the Supor= 
visor, is I em informed; suspended on the charge of being a Commmist, 
and an investigation of a sort is in progress which seems to me too far 
‘from the principles and methods which I have always associated with the 
Yorks Progress Administration. . ; 


I am impelled to address to you this letter because of my complete 
conviction, based upon an acquaintance of more than fifteen years, 
that Hiss Bennett has no such comections, intorests or philosophy. 
She is an artist and a capable one and has proved herself an able 
administrator. I came to know her whon, as Editor of Sep reasy 
magaine, in 1922+1928,. I was seeking’ out young Negro artis 

writers who gave promise of mature development in their fields -- Miss 
Bennett's record has’ continued to justify this early confidence. — 


Iam fully 4n sympathy with the efforta of the W.P.sA. to remove sub 
vorsive agents from ita ranks, but this is an instance .in which I an 
convinced an injustice is being done, and an unfortunate impression being 
made upon all those who are accustomed to expect fair play and freedom 
from persecution from this important branch of the government. 


Vory truly yours, 
/o/ Charles S. Johnson 


2 


BRT 22 
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Statement of QWENDOLYN BENNETT, #234566, WPA unit supervisor, (sus- 

pended), 2 West 120th Street, Now York City, made at the New Yorl 

Field Office of the Division of Investigation, WPA, on June 4, 1941; 

to Joseph A. FPorcelli, Special Field Agent, WPA Division of Invest4d- 

gation, in the presence of Clayton D. Hollinger, Field Agent in 

. Charge and Robert H. Deiss, Special Field Agent, Division of Investi- 
gation, and Morris Engel, 261 Broadway, New York City, attorney for. 
Gwendolyn : 


Bennett. | 


ww we ee we ee 


Mr. Porcelli: You have a constitutional right to refuse to answer - 
any questions which would tend to incriminate you. 
self, however any questions you may give, will be 
the truth, do you understand? 


Ae Yes, I understand. 


Qe I show you an affidavit, WPA Form 608, which was 
signed by you on the 27th of June, 1940, in which 
you state you are not a Commmist, nor a manber 
of any Nazi~Bund organization or an Alden ora 
member of any organigation that advocates the over 
throw of the government of the United States. I F 
ask you if that is your signature? ; 


A. Yes. Ths"0" is a mistake. Hy name ta Gvendolyn 
Bennett, not Gwendolyn C. Bennett. I asked the 
person at the time, since there was a mistake on 
payroll copies, if the C should be put in and ir. 
Gottschalk told me until they could correct it, 
to put the ¢ in. 


Q thore ware you born? 

Ae Giddings, Texas. duly 8, 1902. 

Qe How Jong did you remain in Toxas? 

A. About eight months, ——- 

Qe And then you came to New York city? : ; 
Ae My parents brought me to Washington, D. C. and 


early childhood was spent in Harrisburg, Pa and 
then I came to New York City. 


Q What year did you come to New York City? 
Ae I imgine aboub 1915 or 1916. 
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QS You have been on WPA sincé what year? 


Ae" Binge Jaxiuary, 1934. Te was C.ifoAy then, : 
Qe ' "Since ite inéeption? 

Ae ; -Yese ; Pee ps 

a ; Briefly, in what capacity? 

A. > Well, T was originally on tho writers project 


‘vigor and-since December, 1935 I have worked 


Qe Do. you recall the date when you were made 4 

: supervisor? Feat ; , 
Ae Not the specific date. I think June, 1938, > - 

; VOL’, prioz to that T-had been acting director. 

a. You remained in that. capacity until suspended? 

° O86 ‘ ¢ seed : Ran es 
Qe ah chronological: order give ua your education - 

ployment experience? © 

Ae I vas in Lincoln gremmer achool in Harrisburg, 


graduated about 1915 or ‘1916; from there I went 
to the Harrisburg High School in Harrisburg: for 


Nashville, Temessee for the sumer poriod and 
. in the Fall, for-tao ‘consecutive years, 1928 to 
1930, T taught in Wade County Schools in Florida, 


f ; wage 
f 
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teaching general subjects. During 1930 for 
about six months I worked as publicity agent 


' forthe We C. Handy Publishing Company;. a. 


Qe 
Ae 


Qe 
Ae 
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music publishing company. I did free lance 
Writing and art work for part-of that tino 
and part of the time: I worked as a 


worker with the Y.W.C.As group for Negrosa 


formed out.on Long Island in 1934. In 1934 
I was enployed by the writers project of the 
Welfare Council and from the summer of 1935 
until May 9, 1941, I was with the art project. 


yas this almays under the nam of Gwendolyn 
Bennett? z mo : 
No, it was not always under the name of 


Gwendolyn Bennett. 


You have not mentioned the name you were knomn : 
under? . : ; : 

I have always been Imomm by the nane af Gwendolyn , 
Bemett and when married I was known by my hup- 
band's name, in 1927, who 4a now deceaned, - His 
nane was Dr. Alfred Jackson but I always was 
Imown under my ovn name at that tino, ; 
After the tixe you were married, you were knorn 
under both names? : os 
That ie right but I always applied for jobs under 
my om namo. . ; : 


Until the tims you again carried? 
Yes, I have always been know by the name of 


Gwendolyn Bennett 


You are now married? - 
Yess. ‘ ee : ; : , 

State your husband's nmamep 
Richard Crosscup, : Nowaver Iam stil) kmowm under 
the name of Gwendolyn Bennett, however I was legally 
married in New York City 4n 1940, June 25. °° 

Ie that your Imsband's original name? _ 

Gbjectiens © = . 


Yes. 


Qe 


A. 


Q- 
A. 


Mr. Hollinger: 
Ae 


Qe. 


A. 


Ae 
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Was your husband 's ‘nang Richard’ Beck Crosseup? 

‘ 7 a Boots BE ye eg ae 
Objections 
I refuse to answer. I gave his name before. 


Does your husband ‘ve in New York City with you? 
I refuse to answer upon advice of my attorney. 
Have you at any tine used any other nans beside 
Gwendolyn Bennett, Jackson or Crosscup? 

Noy: I have not. : 


At the tire you were director of the Herlen 
Communist art center, did you know of any Comm 
nist activities on that project? 

Hoe 7 

Did any of your enployees working under your 
supervision at that time, make any statement . 
or declaration to indicate in any way they were 
Communists or did they éver bring to your atten- 
tion any matters which would indicate that there. 
were Commnistic influences and activities on 
the project? - ie 

They did not bring it to my attention. 

Did you ever attend a Natdicnal Negro Congress? | 
Objection. : . : 

I refuse to answer upon advice of counsel, 
& Convention? ‘ ) 


‘I refuse to. answer. . 


Did you ever: lobby for the Young Commnist. League? 
No. eT ine OIF ; ; 


Or any other Commnist organisations at any timo? 
oe . ¢ . : . Z ie -s , ’ = 7 ” 


Did. you ever. submit a report to anyone at any tim 
about Communist ‘activities at any Convention you 
attended? | -- ; : 
Objections... :.. ae Bore ah 

I refuse to answer on advice of counsel. . 


Qe In, 1937..or,; 1938 did you attend the National 
ie - Nepre Congress as a delegate of any organiza- 
| -_ tion.or an alternate of any organiaation? 


Ojeotdons . 
Ae I refuse to, ansver on advise of comsel. : 
Mr. Hollinger: Were you ever in Philadelphia while there. ms 
ek Be Sats 8, Onnpresr 45 fencton? oS 
Ch4ection.  : , 
Ae I refuse to answer. 
4 @8 Were you at ony time a menber of the Commnist 
Ae Noe 
Qe . Are you now connected with oy organization? 
7 Objection | a, _ 
A. I-refuse to answer. ; : 
Qe Were you a menber and organiser: of the Negro 
Playwright Companys Inc.? . : 
Objection 
As? ‘ I refuse to answer upon advice of counsel. 
Qe Vere you the chairman or chairlady at ae launching 
of this organ bation? 
BAe Objection. .__ +. ve oe 
Ae ‘ I refuse to angier. 
Qe , Were. you, connected: with tad theater group or museun 
; at.that time?. 
“Objection. ; 
As : I refuse te answer upon advice of counsel. 
Qs. Did you ever =. to Russia? 
As. Noe og, 
Q turd you over Sutarested fn the Rugnian Negro Pin 
: Movement? 0s: , . ; : 
Ae. I refuse to answer. 


Mr. Hollinges: pid. you ever do any peony’ work in New York City? 
Aw I refuse. to,anewer., 
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er sores aS ph ree aie oss caine, a's la 


Qe In addition to what you have stated in the recon? 
As No, T gave you all ny employment, 
@ Mid you ever do any publicity work for any 
Communi st organi sation? ‘ : 
A. Noe 
Qe- For the Commmist Party? _ 
Ae No, I have had no connection with the Communist 
- Party whatever, > , 
Q. . Were you @ sponsor of a dinner given James We Ford, 
ae . Communi at Party candidate for, Vice-President? 
As I refuge to answer upon advice of counsel, - 
* . bore 3 thy . : * + u 
a Were you a close friend of Janes We Ford?. 
A. T refuse to answer, a ky ; 
- Qs Bid you aver do any work for James We Ford in’ 
connection with his canpai gens? SS ee ee ; 
A. Now oes : oa . 
Q. Did ‘you over take a trip to, Pittsburgh in connse~ 
‘tion mith Commant st activities, speaking at a 
: Commnist lecture?’ . ups 
Ae No. : i “ oo , A 
a Md you ever take a trip to, Pitteburgh and mgt 
Communist candidates ‘out there?) ; 
Ae ' Noy I have: not been 'to Pittaburgh. 
Q You have never been to Pittsbungh? 
Ae ue No, unless when T was‘a child,” ; 
Qs _ Have you ever ‘been to Philadelphia for the purpose 
' of speaking on behalf of ‘Commmism, & Commmist 
candidate or the Commmnist cause? j a 
A. Now. oy ee as 
Q. Have you ever spoken in behalf of Communist candi, 
dates or the Communi st cause at any time? : 
Ae No. oa = rf. 
.-Y Were you-ever a member 6f eny Commnist. comittea 
. together With Richard Wright,’ an admitted Communist? 
Ae Not to ny knowledge. a al yee ae 
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Qe. 


he 


Qe 


Ae 


Q 
Ae 
Q@ 


Ae 


More specifically, were you ever on ‘& comittae 
to dafend Russia, or the Trotaky shootings 42 
No. oat i : . Z 

Were you ever. on a committees to defend the 


Stalin policics ‘or Russian policies? 
Now Ma Se eal” a att 


‘pad you ever foster any movenent interested in 
Russian Comitnist activities? wich 
No, I think I answered that before. 


‘Were you in any way connected with organizations 
bee ‘produced, many Playa thit were Commmistic 


question before, vhen attorney objected. 1 
thon but there ie no Beeret about. 
ite In August when I was chaixnan of this maet— 
dng.or lamching of the Negro Playwright Company 
T had nothing to do with anything except being 
v a 


Who. were your associates? ; 
It was not @ case of anyone being an assoctate. 
Were you associated with Langston Hughes? 


Tangston Hughes called and asked me to chairman 
the- meeting since I have knowm hin a long time 


| and know he is nota Commmist. I asked 4f it 


had any political. comections and he said no and 
I chadrnaned the meeting.  Subseq 


Rhat was the name of the play? 

They Produced several plays. 

gho one. that launched: the organisation? 
It did not dameh the organization, 


Ve in A Soe ae hed 


Q. 


As 


Q. 


Ae 


Qe 
A. 


Ae. 
Qe 
Ae 
Qe 
Ae 
Qo 
Ae 
Qe 
As 


Qe 


Mr. Hollinger: 


oh. 


ho were your associates in this organisation? 
I refuse to answer upon advice of akanaerss \ 


You said ‘something about no political activities 
were to be mentioned at the launching where you 
were to be the Chairman, Were there actually 
any statenants nade by the speakers, indicating . 
they ware Communists, at this launching? : 

I cannot go over everything anybody said a : 
the tins of the meting. It is all a-matter of 
record. ‘There 4s’ only one person you may be 
asking about, that is Richard right whose 
speach was published. Incidentally I did not 
come to Sponsor Richsad Wright or anyone at this 
mecting. I camo to wrk with writers ina | 
cultural thing. I was not shown anything that 
was to be said. _ At tapped expat a0 5 have 
told you. 


You were in ‘ascoeinte masher of the eroip win 
ducing this play? 

They my have wed my name but not. with my con- 
sent. ZT would like to say this. You have to 
know about the Harlem commnity.° People's names 
are used for most anything and I specifically 
ee oe oe oe deetiing 
of a cultural. group... ~ 


Is that the first time you met Richard Wright? 
I refuse to answor- ‘upon advice of counsel. : 


« 


You say you did not give your consent. ‘Did you - 
object in.any way to your name being. used? ~ 
When I found cut that my name was used as an 
associate manber. 


fo whom aad’ you object? 
I tallied. to a Secretary e 


What, seoretary? 
I-don't-lmow. J asked for the chaiman of the Negro 
Playwright Conpany ani left word with the Secretary, 


Bey Depe d wata pay contime An mustont 


at dontt remanber. 


Far, your. information, the play continued for quite 
sone time ‘after its opening night and during all 
‘that. period, your name appeared in connection with 
‘the production of this Play;-@8-an Associate Mexber 
“of the Negro Playuright Company, Ince Now, when 

" did you object to your name being used? . 


-8- 
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As 


Qe 
Ae 


Q. 


Ae 


Q 
Ae 
as 
Ae 


Q 
Ae : 


: ¥eGe 


s Innetiataly aftan'tho rerions were in the none 


papers. I had no way of knowlng'they did not 
name 45 ah associate menber and I had 
pobhing do with any of the playa, produced 
or the people producing than 


Bid you aay oud mot ton ho aya, ony 


: Noy T ata tot sttends 


In ‘comootidh nites the articlsa ded potnd dp appear= 
ing in New Masses and the Daily Worker, what ia 

your explandtion? | 

I refuse to answer but I would like to say - I 

Simply say the same thing, Whén- T'was exked dt 
70 ,Colimbus ‘Avenue, I explained that-I did not; 

authGrize the publishing of anything in the Daily 
Worker or the New Masses. Poems of mine were : 


How it got there I do not know. ZI camot tell 
you when it was published, - . T einply imoy 3 _ 
was ‘publi shed. ge a 


What did you do about it shen you wore told? ; 
I wote a letter. igs 


Did they ansyor. 

Thay telephoned snd said that thay had gotten then’ 
fron a copy of prosecdings of. public mestings. 
Subsequently I heard that one was published 4n 
another magasino and last week I got a copy ofa 
magazine of ‘an Up-State' Boya on ae 

of wy poems. va 


‘Tore feta to eh af poate et 
writers 


* 
y 


-Are you familiar with the law in comection with any 
een using your material? oc i ae 
S8e 


How familiar? © 


t gees on all the’ time. ‘Just 
“last weak a group : ‘of writers din New York: talked ‘about; 


_ mer 


is 


“NW S1904 Docldis4zeeo38 Page 61 © 


Mrs Hollingers 


Ae 


A. 


\ 


Qs (ttre Hollinger:) ; a 


* With Janes. We Fond « s 
. Ho. 
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-there' is a constant use without the request 


of the athor,  Somsone who makes his entire 
jiving ‘fron writing could question: that: but 

in ny instance, i have never ‘bean paid. for a 
Poems +, 


you eay 0 you are fomiliar: with the fact ‘that At 
lation of your rights? 
mat is righty pots 


You algo’ sata youvare'not at all dn empathy with 
Communiam? 


That ds right. 


Yet you. pemit the Daily worker to icin your 
material? « . 

T-did nob permit = I did mot give 4t to them and 
there was no money ‘to institute suit. .That is | 
not the only incident.’ Right now I have a poem 
in the Modern Library. X have never bean paid 
a penny for that. - 


Por any articles spearing in the Dai ly Warkor? 
Oe 


Tn any Communist nagasine? 
No. 


In what other newspapers have your poems appeared? 
I refuse to onan span advice of counsel. 


Have. you written ‘under a pen name? 
No, everything I have written has been under tho | 
name of Gwendoggm, Bemett.” 


- Have you ever: been. associated with any cruudiuaticn 


that ie inom aa a front organisation of the Communist 
T refute to anéver upon advice of enn. 


a 


Have you. ever rea! associated with the Paoific Movement? 
I. sai never. heard; of it. 


Were. you frteny: vith and seonatet with Richard 
Wright? ” 
Nose. oe 


eed Xu 


Qe You did nob.tmow them at all? - 


Ae ; ‘ dust from’ their nane. and having s ‘seen thom, 
| Qs er BG Were you: cxencnit “abe a dimer for. James We Ford, ? 
| with Earl Brower, Mrs. Browder and Robert Minor? 
A. 2 I refuse to enswer upen advice of counsel. 
| Q Were you in'a. group at a speakers table with 
J : the persona just mentioned? 
Ae I refuse to SNeWOrs 
| @ mad you lmow william Patterson, commutes candi- 
date for Congress, in Chicago? 
| As I have never seen him end I don't lnow him. 
2 ee Do you know his wife? * cee 
a Ke Not well, I know hers. in 
Qe Bhat is her name? - : 
A. I refuse *o answer. ag 
Qe ’ For your: information her name is — sci 
. Do you. know her? ‘ 
Ae I refuse to answor. 
Qe | Have you ever taken any part or participated in any 
: way in plioket’ lines, parades, strikes, rallies or 
conventions ‘that werdin any way sponsored ‘by the 
Communist :Party, fostered by Commmists. or in any 
a way tiéd up with Commmian or the Commmist Party? 
Ae Hos if ws 
a Bave you evar: ‘read the. Dadly Worker? - ; 
Ae I refuse to answer upon advice of connsel. — 
Qe Have you ever read the New Massage? Z 
Ae I refuse to answer. ae. xe 
Qs Have you ever ‘Yead any literature put, out. by. the 
= se, Communist Party? ~ 
As ; . I don't believe that Ihave unless I read so 


I. didn't know abcut.. I night aay this: that’ 
through the: ‘Anformation center T heard some things 
1 DOWAE Sad op err ee otvaings ib 
T never. read any Communist literature. Oe 


Q. Are you very. mag opposed. to Commni.sts? a. 
Ae ; Yes, 1t go. happens I. believe in the United States 
: : _/ Eororembal S08 eerste Gre eppasea to 35. 
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I an. 


a athe 


ee ara opposed to Communi en? 


Are you in favor of ‘the Redin fon of government? 
No; I now very. little about Ste 


‘hat sou eee wake acy ghatonent oP desineektan 
about the Commnist.Party, to anybody, showing 
ey eat - 

No, Certainly not. ; / 


Or that you: ceebirned Commmnism in preference to 
the democratic. fom ‘of: government? 
nO. 


ise gou dn acy tag in dees of the doctrines of 
commmnion being adopted in this ¢ 

I don't Imow them well enough. I don't know 
what all of them are but I have said before I am 
not in. favor of Communiots. ; 


Do you mow anything about Communism? 

dust what onc reads in the ordinary néwepapsr ~ 
ani if that is’ enough I.an nob'dn favor of the 
doctrines of: the Commmist Party.” 


Rave you ever askéd ' anyone alse to solicit. Sone 
tributions for any Communist: cause?" “. . 
I have: bad cnottisng to do with Ate. 


Did you ever: discuss the RuasLancPinnish 1 war 
with anyone? 
I refuse to answer upon advice of counsel. 


pid you ever diceuss the’ Russo-German past? 
z vafuse nt ‘answers 


pia you ever dtacasn international. affairs. to the 
extent where you favored the Russian RE: an 
international affairs? ar 

I refuse to answor upon advice of counsel. 


Do you know Richard Wright. te. ‘be. a Commnist? 

ro pred proetoradrshllrs a sarnaey aaa 

ho associate’ of ming. : o 

Did inp ada bs nit 8 Ccommtat ab the daunting of 
the Negro. Playwright Company; . Ince,. ‘when. eas intro- 
duced him asa ‘guost speaker? — ie 


His speech was not. 2 Con bat on:hia ook, 


Native Son. 


r 
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Qe 


Qo 
As 


Qa 
AL 


Q. 


A. 
i 
a 
A. 
Qs 
Ae 


Qe. 
Ae 


Q 
Ae 


NW 51904 Docid:34288938 Page 65 


That is all 
“Doesn't it mean uch more than it saya? 


Did you know Richard Wright was supporting 

Gommnist Party candidates? 

No. I don't know him personally at all. 

Do: know Max -Yergan? ; aL ; 
No. tn the community where Il Ve, you know every- 
one by nams. You may even knay them te speak to 
but when I say.I-do not. know then, they ure.not 
personal friends of mine and I have no dealings 
with them whatever. : . 


Did you ever attend any mestings with Max Yergan 
at which Communism was’ discussed. : ‘, 
No. I have not attended any meetings at which 
Commmism was discussed so I.could not. have 


i 
attended meetings with Max Yergan. * : 
Did you ever attend a bariquet recently. hold 4n 
honor of Jock Roumain at which thare was a dis-. 
cussion about his being exiled from Haiti ‘after, 
being santenced to three years impnbgonnent and 
at that meeting he denounced the dnmperlalist war 
in Europe, as another instance of Naai-pritish-! 
French imperialism to revise.the world? dea 
I refuse to answér upon. advice of counsel. ‘ 


Do you recall that Max Yergan spoke at this meeting? 
I refuse to answer. : .. are: 


De you recall. that you read pootry at. this benquet, 
dinner or me a Bae tees 

I refuse to ansver. Oty 

in connection with your ostry, your wrote.a poen 
on peace? | 7% nae ; % 
That is right. ; 


I ask you to explain for us what. you mean by 
pid vhite lmmckle clinched against the threat of 
rifet Pe ak oe gee 
Well, it is. a poetic way of. saying we want. peace. 


- 


Right today; I suppose 4 would mean.defense. That 
would give us peace. It is actually working ‘for 
peace, written‘sometime agoe aes 


aes 4 
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Do you know that the clinched fist is a 
Commmist sign? ete 

That-has nothing to do with it, 'i:Tt has 

nothing to do with any Communist salute. 

Tam not accustomed to using Commnist phrasan.. 
In ‘any of your articles did you ever show praise - 
for the Commnist. Party? °°. ne ad 
No. ; wees : we 

For Communism? = ye 
No. I have not written poems like that. 


Statement by Morris Engel, Attomey: 

We have tried to cooperate with the Committee 
and furnish as mich information as possible in 
an effort to be helpful. in this. investigation. © 
. Those questions which were not auswered on ad-, 
vice of counsel, were not answered because the 
witness was advised that they were a violation 
of her constitutional right. With. respect to 

@ large number of questions, cowisel fe}t" that 
they were renote fromthe issues, imeaterial and” 
irrelevant. his is the only reason why counsél 
advised the witness to refrain fron answering’ 


those questions. / 


\ ; =. 000 


é 
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¥orm No.1} 


THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT NEW EW YORK, NEW YORK : A « NY Fee po: 1000-56529 MVW 


REPORT mace AT . whi WHEN) ane . "PERIOD FOR, Y REPORT MADE ev 

: NEW YORK, N, prefs 5/44, 4 |tolea 14.9 JOHN J, MANNING 
AG ra 

|. | GWENDOLYN aancéer with Saas wn 


Gwendolyn Bennet €- ‘Crosgcap, Mra, ae Jackban,. 
Ne Gwendolyn Bennett Saison, RatiGar oes 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE gh” 


INTERNAL SECURITY ~ ¢ 


bject cicaoeufh a BENNETT, negress, - -elaine to have been born ‘ 
y Jat Giddings, Texas, 7/8/02, and was raised in Washington, D.C, 
¥ and Harrisburg) Pa}, In 1916 sudject came to NYC and has been 
2 over intermittent period a resident of that city since, In; 
iy 1927 BENNETT married Dr, ALFRED JACKSON, now deceased. On 
Sn a 6/25/40 she married present husband,: RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, vhite 
i at man, Subject is connected with the intellectual group of the 
an nn Communist Party, and is believed.to be.close friend of JAMS 
x W, FORD, colored Communi st Party. Vice-Presidential candidate, 
as well as PAUL ROBESON, CANADA LEN, EARL BROWER, ROBERT MINOR, 
FERDINAND SMITH end other Communists, BENNETT is alleged to 
have been a member of the Commanist. Party Publicity Committee for 
NY District in’ 1936, 1937 and 1938, Her husband, RICHARD BECK 
a CROSSCUP, was a Commani st in 1935 and may: still be one, In , 
: June, 1941, WPA authorities suspended subject as Director of 
WPA Art Center in Harlem and attempted to prosecute her under 
; x Section 80, Title 18, USC, because of her Communist affiliations, j- . 
poor i In December, 1942 subject was reinstated and charges ageinst her ! 
were dropped because of insufficient evidence. Informant Tl : 


states subdjectand other Communists of the WPA were "whitewashed" ey 
at private hearings. Subject has been teacher at the School For 
{ 


Democracy for several years and fs.instructor at the Jefferson 
aul revecsartes 608 01 Of Social Science at the present tine, GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
Th) BS Leds joer 8 Director of George Washington Carver, School, colored Commnist 
front organt'zation,., located 57 W. 125 Sts, NYC, and is very 
2 eR hys WHERE active in Commnist Party matters in NYC, jl 169% 


eweses f : 
: AE bHY: ee, ane pasfoxn|ge” 


TROYED 
COPIES DES y aRiedts 5! p ETI) 


by Tess 
130 JAN 25 1981 2 Si oy 
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES BO 


amraren ne a 
: . i: / OO a ES: +L EIAR acs pouty By RECORDED + . é 
} web e V emexes o | 


CP mura OR" “CONFIDENTIAL © : 
. 7 ER F PS ai ee 
Se ae ae "| 36 MAR R291 | A | 
& 1 + Capt, W, By Howe, DIO, SND | 
P 1 - Gol. s. ¥. Constant, Doof I, ps0 a ai | ieee 
GZAPR yi 1944 se aE, SEER 
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DETAILS: 


The subject, GWEMDOLYN BEMNETT, with acacia is Vase 
5 considered a key figure in the New York Field Division, 


in Giddings, Texas on July 8, -1902, 


! 


GWENDOLYE BENNET?, a negress; claims to have been born 
A-letter received by the New York branch 


_ of the Work Projects Administration, Sub-Treasury Building, Pine end Nassau 
- Streets, New York City, from the Health Department at Giddings, Texas, 
indicates that birth records were not maintained at Giddings until 1903, 

’ The subject claims to have moved from Texas: eight months after her birth 


‘ when she went to live in Washington, D, C,_ 


she travelled to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, where she spent her youth, In 


1916 the subject moved to New York City, and has been a resident of that city 


for an intermittent period since that Mine. 


© 


In 1927 the aubject clains to have married Dr, ALFRED . 
‘sac SON, who is now deceased, On June 25, 1940 the subject married RICHARD_ 
B. GROSSCUP, a white man, and has lived with him in New York City since that 


tine, 


The files of the Work Projects Administration indicate 


the following information concerning the subject's education and backgrounds 


1915 + 1916 Harrisburg High School, Harrisburg, Pa. 


1918 


Girls High School, Brooklyn, N. Y, 


1921 ~ 1922 Columbia-Teachers College, New York, N. Y. 


1922 --1994 Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y., graduated 1994 


September 1924 to June, 1925 Teacher at Howard University 


September 1925 to June 1926 


Julien Academy, Paris, France 


September 1926 to June 1927 Teacher at Howard University 


.e September 1927 to dune 1928 . Student at Barnes Foundation, 
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Marion, Pa, 


After a short time in that city - 


j 
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1928 = 1930 Teacher at State Agricultural and Industrial School, 


Nashville, Tennessee; also a teacher in the 
Wade County Schools, Florida 


The giles of the Work retest Administration indicate 
the following. employment record of the subject: 
_ 


1930 Publicity agent - W. C, HANDY PUBLISHING comPaNY 
1930=-1934 Part-time work - Y.¥.0.4, 
1935 Writers Project 
the 1935—June 1941 Art project - - Work Projects Admini stration 
The subject 18 presently employed as Director of the 


George Washington Carver School and teacher at the Jefferson School Of . 
Social Science, 


: In addition to aging: "paadliod at Giddings, Sea Washington, 
D .C., ant Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in her youth, BENNETT resided for a 

short time in Paris, France, during.1926 and 1926, Herrpsidences in New 

York City were as follows: 


July 1936 to November 1937 .- 321 West 136th St., New York, N.Y, 
Bovember 1937 to January 19, 1938: - 250 West 164th St., New Yori, N, Y, 
January 19, 1938 to date + 2 West 120th St., New York, N. Y, 
Co: st P; c es ft: 
; The recorde of the Work Projects Administration, Division 
of Investigation, Pine and Nassau Streets, New York City, were examined 
by the reporting agent and the following information obtained: 
'. On June 19, 1942 the subject was investigated by the 
Work Projects Administration on the complaint that she had made a false 


statement in submitting an affidavit, W.P.A. Form 608, stating that she. 
was not a Commnist, The file also reflects & letter dated June 3, 1941, 


\ 
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from CLAYTON D, HOLLINGER to Mr, ROGER J, BOUNDS, Directorof bah begs chars 
Work Projects Administration, Washington, D, C,, to the effect that Mr, 
HOLLINGER felt that the facts in the case warranted prosecution of the 
subject under Section 80, Title 18, United States Code, A summary of the 
material contained in this file indicates that the W.P.A, investigators —__ 
were. advised by a former member of the Communist Party, whose identity was 
not disclosed, that the subject, GYERDCLYE BENNETT, had always been connected 
with the intellectual group of thejCommni st ‘Party, and vas a close friend 
of JEMES W/(FORD, colored Communist Party Vice-Presidential candidate, and 

- that in 1937 or 1938 she was on a committee of welletmown Commnists, the 
purpose of which was to defend Troteky shootings in Russia, BENNETT was 
also a member of the Commnist Party Publicity Committee for New York District 
in 1936, 1937 and 1938,. Her Imsband, ae! mara, was a Commnist 
in 1935, and may still be one, 


This file reflects that MARTI easing Work Sroiecte 
‘Administration writer, the subject of another W.P.A, case, stated ,when 
shown a picture of the subject, that she was known to him-as RUTH GALE and 
had been in the Commnist Party movement for some time, In 1934 and 1935 
ARUNDEL stated BENNETT was connected with a Communist Party paper in Harlen, 
name unknown, ‘and was also identified with a Commnist Party Club at that — 
time, This W,P.A, file reflects that the subject was a delegate to the 
National Negro Congress in Philadelphia in vated from the American Artists 
Guild, 


Upon being interviewed Miss , ancusté(Sarace, 16 West 122na 
Street, flew York City, advised Work Projects Peery investigator 
MICHAEL SHERRY that GWENDOLYN “BENNETT regularly read t AILY WORKER and . 
that the subject was President of the Harlem Artists me during 1937 and 
1938, Miss SAVAGE- admitted. accompanying BENNETT to the N ational Negro © 
Congress in Philadelphia in 1937 and stated that while there BENNETT was 
very active and lobbied for the Young Communist League in order that ite 
members would be elected.to office in the National Negro ongress. Among 


the Communi sts GWENDOLYN 3B lobbied for were GLADYSASTONER~ of the - 
New York City Relief Bureau, RES MORAN. . rome Young. Commnt st League, New 
York sits ; 2 3 oer 


“When Mies "SAVAGE and Miss BENNET? returned to New’ ‘York 
SAVAGE stated to the W.P.A, Investigator, that she overheard BENNETT teli 
ALEX STAVENITZ, former W.P.A, Junior Art Officer, 110 King Street, New York 
City, that she wished to make an oral report of the proceedings of the 
National Negro Congress at Philadelphia, She told STAVENITZ that the Young 
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Commnist Leage attended 150 strong and ranavay with the convention, She 
said the high light of the convention was the arrival at the convention 
of WILLIAM L, PATTERSON from Moscow; Russia, ‘and that PATTERSON delivered 
a message from Moscow to the convention which: thrilled BENNETT and other 
delegates, BENNETT-told STAVENITZ that objections to Communists attending 
the convention. weresquashed-by PATTERSON-and other Commnists present, 
Miss SAVAGE said she never saw the subject speak to PATTERSON either in 
Philadelphia or New York City, and that she, SAVAGE, never met hin, 
At the time of this interview in June, 1941, Miss ~ 

: SAVAGE claimed that the Harlem Artists Guild, with which GHENDOLYN BENNETT 

was affiliated, and which is now defunct, was not Commnistic, but had - 
several Communi st sympathizers as members, Miss SAVAGE further ady, 
that méetings of Work, Projects Admini of ation supervisors ‘VIRGINI MANNING, 
FRIEDA TAYLOR, § ‘FREIDMAN, CLE’ ISSELL and ALEX ASTAVENTTZ were held 
at their respective homes and_ Communist Party activities were discussed, 
Those individuals who attended who were not Commnist sympathizers were 
disgusted, ‘The names of the Aecrommint ae persons attending , Sere not 
recorded, 


The poco of the Work projbete Matai stection ‘Lationt 
that ALEX STAVENITZ, Identification-Noz 2847, resigned because of illness 
October 23, 1939, FRIEDA TAYLOR, Identification No,~ 263469, resigned, . 
no date given, SAMUEL: FRIEDMAN, Identification No, 425981, separated from 
the service September: ; ‘3, 1939 .- hiadearyraet gear Identification :No, 319417, 
separated from the service August 8, 1939, QYNBYDILLER, Identification 
No, 145446, was suspended April 9, 1941, LINCO! ROTHSCHILD, Identification 
Badge 310214, was suspended April 9, 1941, The above mentioned individuals 
were the active Commnists and Communist sympathizers comnected with the 
act Project. which the subject was aff iliated with, ‘ ae) 

; tf 

; this game file: reflects that SELMANSUBKE, WP, re or 
teacher, residing at 148 East 28th: Street, New York City (May, - 1941), said 
that Communist meetings were held in:a room adjoining her clessroom in the 
Harlem Commmnity Art Center, and that she often overheard Commnist matters 
being discussed; Subject BENNETT was-in charge of this project and was 
continually going in and out of these meetings while they were in vrogress, 
RIVA ND. and GWENDOLYN BENNET? tried to put pressure on Miss BURKE .- 
to wa thes join the Commnist Party or leave the Harlem project, 


“At a party, given in the BURKES honor at the home of. 
CHARLES STUDIN, 12 Rast 10th Street, New York City, BENNETT attended with 
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@ white man named-Mr, PEARL, and endeavored to;interest the gests in the 
"Better Russian negro film movement", CHARLEZ’SIVDIN, e lawyer, 36 West 44th 
Street, New York City, was interviewed by W, Ae Investigator and could not 
recall the discussion of a better Russlan film movement, but he did recall 
that BENNETT suggested that a party be given for her friend, PAUL ROBESON, 
The party was never given, ; : shes, «88 : ; 


\ S. 2 ; abe 2 ier poe é. 
fs ‘ ( sanai/imst, former W,P,A, artist, residing at 875 St, 
Nicholas Aveme, New York ‘City, advised she could not say whether the subject 


was a Communist or not, but she did know that the subject was a Commnist 
‘sympathizer, and that the Harlem Art Center was over-run with Communists and 


Commnist Party activities, She further stated that BENNETT was definitely 


" partial to all Commntst Party members, 


The Work Projects Administration file further reflects 
that the subject was chairman and sponsor of the Negro Playwrights Company, 
Inc,, which produced the Commnist play BIG WHITE FOG at the Lincoln Theatre r 
in Harlem in 1940, The subject was very friendly with RICHARD(WRIGHT and ~ ' 
Past Os ON, The file also reflects that BENNETT campaigned in Pittsburgh 
for AMES FORD, colored Vice-Presidential candidate, during the election t 
of 1940, = ‘ ” . Sed ie ‘ 


; DAVID W.YRIGET. of 250 West 154th Street, New York City, 
and ALEXANDEAA BROWN, 321 West 136th Street, New York City, were interviewed 
by W.P.A. investigators regarding Communist activities of the subject, with 
negative results, aa ee 


Wi : : nee a = See, * 8 
EDWAHD(WELCE, colored, 40 Morningside Aveme, New York | 
City, stated that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was reputed to be a Communist, ; 


eee Fars /bory, colored, 237 West 115th Street, New York City,, 
a_member-of the Commnist Party Harlem section from March 10, 1936 to October, 
1938, when he resigned, stated. that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was reputed to be a i 
Z Bs { 


Communist, : © aeaghe ie ie SaeR se z 
GhaRLes\4 ITS, W,P.A, Recreation Leader, 24 West 118th 
Street, New York City, former member of the Commnist Party, from 1929 to 
1936, and member of the Central Committee of the Young Communist League, 
testified before the Woodum Committee that the subject, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
attended-a a4mer given in honor of FORD, Commnist Vice-Prestdentiel candidate, 
at which BENNETT was seated next to EARL BROWDER and ROBEREMINOR,  WEITE 
also stated thet GLADYS STONER for whom CWENDOLYN BENNETT lobbied at the 
National Negro Congress, has bean a high-ranking Commnist Party member | 
since 1935, cw 1 RE ; a : 


WILLI SE, colored, W.P.A, Art Director, no residence ! 
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given, who is affiliated with the NEW YORK AMSTERDAM STAR NEWS, said he 
believed GWENDOLYN BENNETT was-one.of a group of negroes who went to Russia 
in 1931 or 1932 to make negro film, He was unable to state remain d 
whether BENNETT was a Communist, ree a. oe es. 

\ 
pau Sorter, colored sports editor and theatrical : 
editor: of the. NEW YORK AMSTERDAM STAR NEWS, said GWENDOLYN BENNETT was a 


Communist Party sympathizer and that the play BIG WHITE FOG with which she 


was affiliated was definitely Communi stic,— 7 nbs 


» ROW, colored hews- eetscesaniunt residing at 

745 St, Nicholas aus, few York City, said that GWENDOLYN BENNETT is 
accepted in Herlen, associated with and sympathetic with activities which 
hsve been considered Commnistic, i : 

siora/smsox, colored, "New York Age". employee, who 
has known BENNETT for ten‘years, stated she has a reputation of being 
a Commnist in Harlem, SNELSON advised that he had attended one meeting of 
the Commnist Party but that his dues of 50¢ had bere returned to him 
ena /Hfa been dropped asa begs Den 


“A 


- IDA ry DUDLEY, Sctered bookkeeper at chy NEW YORK AGE, 
230 West 125th Street, New York Clty, said that she had imown BENNETT for 
years and that she is regarded as a Commnist, ~ 
Ly 
DDL WERNER, colored -Menaging Editor at the NEW YORK AGE, 
230 West 135th Street, York City, stated he heard rumors ‘to: the effect 
that GWENDOLYY BENNET? was a Communist and had been removed as a teacher 
at Howard University” because of: “gone cia in which she beceme involved, 


a * The above-mentioned file reflects that a former member 
of the Communist Party advised W.P.A, investigators that GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
was a member of the Commnist Party Publictty Committee for New York District 
in 1936, 1937 and part of 1938, : 


WILLTANNY/SURROUERS, devmant at teacher who was 8 expelled 
from the public school system in New York, 1s a friend of the subject. 
BURROUGHS was a cméidate for Lieutenant Governor on the Commnist Party 
ticket, as well as Comptroller of the CLty of New York on the Communist 
Party ticket, 7 a aa 


BENNETT is also a close friend of enorme, writer 
a 
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for COLLIER'S Magazine, known to be a Commnist, who writes for the Party 
under the pen name of SOBER FORSYTS, tt 8s ane ; 


RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, the subject's husband, was a & 
nember of the Communist Party in 1935, and is very friendly with CYRIL IGGs, 
a staff member of the: DAILY WORKER, A former Communist Party member advised 
W.P.4, agents that CROSSCUP has been seen in the Communi st Party offices 
on 13th Street and at the Workers Book Shop as recently as 1938, CROSSCUP 
is a personal friend of EOBERT MOORE, y Roeennd ah Party field organizer, 


‘ 


The WePAL “file reflects the following investigation 
was conducted by the ee Branga of the York Projects Admini stration: 


ARNOL ¥écorn, eouseed: 1615 Wylie Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, identified a picture of the subject as the person who spoke 
at a meeting of the Communist Party during the fall of 1939, This meeting 
was held at the Northside Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh, SCOTT said that 
he read in the local DAILY WORKER that BENNETT again spoké at a Communist 
Party meeting at she, Northside. Carnegie Upbrary.. in November, 1940, 


: ch 

vIoTO} FREDIANT, President of the FREDIANI PRINTING 
COMPANY, 71 Hin Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, stated that during the election 
of 1940 he printed 15, 000: four-page leaflets for the Communist. Party, which 
referred-to-a meeting at the Northside: Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh on 
behalf of JAMES W, FORD, colored Communist, FREDIANI also printed a DAILY ‘ 
WORKER western. Penneylvania edition for the Communist Party, with the 
permission of the DAILY. WORKER of New York, This was in 1940, FREDIANI 
was unable to furnish any. aateraere regarding. this meeting, or the Worker 
Edition that he published, 


The following investigation was conducted by the 
Work yaesente Admini strati on office of the Boston, Massachusetts areat 
Examination of the files of the Messacmsetts State 
Depertnant® of-Safety and the Boston City Police Department as of May-28,~ 
1941 failed to reveal any information eoncerning the activities of RICHARD 
B, CROSSCUP or GWENDOLYN BENNETT, The FBI records. in the Boston Field Office 
were also rehecket: with negetiNe. TORRE CS. 


Information was ee ‘which alleged that GHENDOLYN 
BEMEPT was affiliated with a Commnist organization in Boston known as the - 
Greater Pacific Movement, 
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On April 26, 1941 subject GWENDOLYN BENNETT was velneated 
to appear before the New York Work Projects Administration for questioning 
regarding her Commnist Party affiliations, She afvised thé W.P.4, at that 
time that she would only appear under the following circumstances: 


1. If she was given a _ copy of the charges nade 
against her, 


2. That all accusers be made to make their accusations 
in person. 


3, That investigations of the case be confined to 
circumstances connected with the charges, 


4, Thatshe receive a transcript of the proceedings 
of the interviews Relative to the case, = 
Her “desist vere dented but ‘she was advised that she 
would be permitted to have her attorney present during the interview, | 
On June 4, 1941 the subject appeared with her attorney, MORRIS) ENGEL, at 
the New York Office of the Work Projects Administration, ‘Upon being questioned | 
the subject denied she was ever:a member of the Communist Party and that 
she had ever lobbied for the Young Communist League or any other Communist 
organization; - She dented that she did publicity work for the Commnist 
Party, or any Commnist organization, She denied she was ever in Pittsburgh 
or had ever spoken on behalf of a Commnist candidate or for a Communist 
Party cause. Bhée denied ever having been connected with any committee for 
the purpose of defcnding Eussia or the Trotsky shootings in Russia, She 
denied that she “ever/wrote under-a:pen name or that she ever read Commntist | 
literature. She dented “she was friendly with RICHARD WRIGHT or JAMES W, 
FORB, negro Commnist. -She refused to answer when asked if she was present 


-at a dinner given for. “FORD and sat at the speakers! table with EARL BROWER 


and ROBERT MINOR, She refused to answer when questions regarding her 

presence at the National Negro Congress Convention in Philadelphia were 
directed to her, or whether she had submitted a report regarding Commnist 
Party. activities at the Convention, BENNETT also refused to answer any 
questions as to her interest in the Russian negro film movement, She 

refused to answer the question-as- to whether she read the DAILY WORKER, 

The subject refused to say whether she was present at a banquet in honor 

of JACQUES sOINARACLA, an exlle, She declared the National Negro -Play- 
wrights Company, Inc, used her name without-permission, Ske also claimed : 
herpoems appeared in the ‘DAILY WORKER without her consent, She stated she S 
never saw WILLIAM PATTERSON, Commnist Party ‘ idate for Congress, but 

knew his wife, When. asked if she mew LOUI feCIraE, wife of WILLIAM 
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\ 
PATIERSON, she refused to say whether she kmew her, The subject refused 
to enswer the question "RICHARD CROSSCUP - is that your hmeband's original 
name?" She refused to answer the question "Was your bmsbend!s- name RICHARD... 
BEoE(oROSSOUPt" She refused to answer the question-"Does your husband live « 
in New rity with you?” She claimed to have never peed any name but 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, JACKSON, or CROSSCUP, She claimed to have never been in 
Russia at any time, BAR ole elite oa : 
JOHN -F; MC INTYRE, in charge of the Division of : 
Investigation, Work Projects ‘Administration, -advised the reporting agent that 
‘Investigator JOHN A. BRANN handled the case of GWENDOLYN BENNETT and was in 
a better position to furnish additional information regarding her, Mr, BRANY 
was not available at that si and will be contacted by the senor tine agent 
at a later date, 


The files of the it. PA, reflect that on December 13, 1941 
; MALCOLM J, MILLER, Assistant Commissioner, Work Projects Administration, wrote 
to IRVING V. A, HUIE, W.P.4. Administrator, New York City, clearing the _ 
subject's records of charges of Communism on the grounds of insufficient 
evidence, and making her eligible for reinstatement and further enployment 
on W.P.A. projects, = 
Confidential Informant T-1 advised the Secovisay 
agent that in 1941 someone by the name of JOHNSON or JACOBSON came to New 
York City from Washington, D, C,, and conducted private hearings behind closed 
doors on cases, such as the subjects. As a reault of these hearings, all ‘ 
Communist Party members were "whitewashed", 


’ The records of Special Squad No, 1, New York City’ 
Police Departueat, “400 Broome Street, New York City, reflected that GWENDOLYN, 
BENNETT is a teacher of"Jife and culture of the negro pecpld and "Art and = 
the People" at the School For Democracy, 13 Astor Place, New York City. Thi 
was on January 26,°1942. She was also Director of the Herlem Commnity / _. 
Art Center, 125th Street and Lenox Avenue, New York City. In duly ead Angats 
1943, the subject tanght the summer school session of the School . For Democricy+ 
Her course was painting and drawing for amateurs. 


” The file further reflects that the subject is presently 
teaching Art, " Btetory end Appreciation at the Thomas Jefferson School of’ 
Social Science, The file reflects a newspaper clipping from the NEW YOK AGE 
dated January 10, 1942 in which GWENDOLYN BENNETT was cleared of char ers. of © 
subversive activity and reinstated on the Work Projects Administration, At 
the hearing Miss BENNETT was represented by MICHAEL BRAUN, Attorney for the 
Joint Committee To Defend W,P.A, Workers,. 


_cONEIDEN LAL 
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The recorde of the Bureau of Criminal Identification, 9th 
floor, 400 Broome Street, New York City, were also checked but failed to 
reveal any information not previously reported, er 


Lieutenant LOUI IGER, 6th Detective District, 229 West 


‘Phe Selective Service record of the subject's bmsbend, 
RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, was checked at the Selective Service Board No, 55, 
307 Lenox Avenue, New York City. OROSSCUP'S serial number is 3246 and his 
order number is 2389, He was ‘porn in Boston, Massachusetts, July 24, 1905, 
and is presently employed by the. Walden School, 1 West 88th Street, New York 
City, He and his wife, GWENDO BENNETT, operate a summer camp at Port © 


_ Murray, New Jersey, which is known as Camp verin a CROSSCUP and“his wife 


reside at 2 West 120th Stréet,~ ew York City In 1929 CROSSCUP left the 
country and was issued Passport No, 84756. His destination was not revealed, 
He has been placed in Clase 1AH as of July 24, 1943 because Of his age. 

: The Selective Service file reflects a letter from RICHARD B, 
CROSSCUP tp, the Board dated April 20, 1942, in which he claims that his mother, 
LILLIAN GROSSCUP, age-70 years, was living with him at that time. He also 
states that his wife, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was employed at $125, a month 

as a teacher in the School For Democracy, 13 Astor Place, New York City, 
GROSSCUP is Assistant Deputy Zone Warden, Precinct 28, Zone 1, New York City. 
He claims to have heen a teacher since 1933. He lists relatives as follows: 


Mother, LILLIAN A, CROSSCUP, 1085 Boylston St., Boston, Nass. 
Brother, iINCOLM B? CROSSCUP, 28 La Vegas Road, Orinda, Calif. 
Sister, LILLIAN LACBOSSCUP, no address \ 
Danghter, ‘wanesi{ cnossouP,, Piympton, Mass, 


: MARTHA CROSSCUP ‘is a child by a previous marriage, and 
according to the file, CROSSCUP.is responsible for her support by divorce 
decree No, 16944, Probate Court, Massachusetts. GROSSCUP also lists an 
additional deughter, JOACHIM, who was adopted by JAMES PLEUFER or Plympton, 
Massachusetts, 7 ne, ta. Ae ee ee as 


X Confidential Informan’ whose identity 1s known 
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to the Bureau, was contacted regarding the subjq¢ct and RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, | 
He stated that he believed that both of them were active in Commanist circles 
but that he would obtain additional information| concerning their present 

Communist Party effiliations. 


Xeonts Confidential Informant whose identity is also known 

to the Bureau, advised the writer “that” own the subject for some time 

| . and that he believed her to be a member of the Communist Party. He expected 
| to have- close contacts with the subject some time in the future and hoped 

| to be able to provide this office with additional information concerning her, 


“A review of the file of the DAILY WORKER indicates numerous 
), references to the subject, all of which have been covered in this report, 


eansent was on very good terme with a Commniat Party member, DAVE GOLDWAY, 
end has often discussed. the problems of the George Washington Carver School 
.with him, The subject complained to GOLDWAY that no organized groups: were 
‘attending the school, and stated that courses were beingaiven at the School 
which included the Soviet-American Friendship situation in order to stimlate 
\jinterest in that subject; She also appealed to GOLDWAY to interest BENJAMIN - 
DAVIS, colored Communist Councilman, -in the school, “and advised GOLDWAY “that 
"\WAVIS ‘haa promised to give his attention to the school: after the elections, 
The subject also advised GOLDWAY that she had received a wonderful letter from 
an individual known as JAMES 1, which was his anewer in response to a 
letter requesting $100,, sent out to all the Board members of the George Washe 
ington Carver School,. HEARN explained and gave a very good reason why ne 
could not ‘rompond with a $100, donation to the school, 


" Confidential Taro mnent Taz enriees the writer wpe ithe 


A nie ‘of the-files of this office cusactee @ newspaper 
article published in the New York WORLD TELEGRAM of November 16, 1943, 
which revealed the George Washington Carver School as a "Red negro: ruse"; 
A summary of oAe information a the ‘article a8: as follows: . 


A new gavbtele institution iaeaigd the George Washington 
Carver School has been organized in Harlem-with strong Communist: backing in 
a propagande bid for interest among negroes, One of its directors and chief 
backers is BENJAMIN J\DAVIS, JR., Communist functionary, whose election to 
City Council th TELEGRAM disclosed the wesk previous to instant article 


feelings. At the opening - -of the institute, which is- located at 57 West 125th 
Street, the DAILY WORKER, Commnist Party organ, hat: the event as a major 
happening in Harlem, THe head of the school, Dr. MAX FAN is ‘one of the’ 
country's foremost negro leaders of Communi st _eauses, ‘and is president of the 
National Negro Congress. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, who recently resigned fron 
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teaching at the School For Democracy, has been appointed Director of the new 
school, According to the article, the school is recognized by the thinking 
people of Harlem asa Spemats® attempt to exploit CARVER, 


The files of this office further reflect that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was a teacher of a course given at the School For Democracy, 13 Astor 
Place, New York City, in the winter term, January to March, 1943, entitled 
"Life and Culture-of the Negro People", ‘The subject is also listed in the 
files of the New-York Office as being a teacher at the summer School For 
Democracy at Arcadia, Fishkill, New York, This organization is condmcted 
by the School For Democracy, 13 Astor: Place, New York City. 


: The files reflect that the gabaeak spoke at a cultural 
group meeting at the Edison Hall, -228 West 47th Street, New York City, on 
‘Sunday, December-4, 1943, The sab ject- of this course was “Contributions Of 
The Negro -To- American Art And Culture", Dr, YERGAN-served as chairman, The 

“file also reflects an article taken from the PEOPLE'S VOICE of November 27, 
1943, concerning the George Washington Carver School, in which GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT, Director of the Carver School, stated "This is an educational 
institation which we are building to meet the needs of the people of Harlem, 
A carefully chosen curricdlum committee from the Board of Directors will 
organize the educational program, changing and modifying the courses offered 
as our experience with the community dictates the need for change, The 
courses to be offered will be ee in keeping with the hese educational 
principles at all times",— 


A catalogie of the Jefferson School of Social Science, 
winter term 1944,. reflects the following information regarding the subject: 


B.S. in Fine Arts, Columbia University, New York City. 
Fellowships at Academie Julien, Paris, France 

Barnes Foundation, Merion, Pennsylvania. 

Teught Art at Howard University 

Former Director of Harlem Community Art Center 
Director of George Washington Carver eohest 


. The original @rectors of the ‘Geores Washington/Casver arver — 
School are as follows: 
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2, mania SAL, BENJANI J. DAVIS, JR,, dnage, 


., 


so gman, eos KA : 
ia 20 ELANEY, ERVEST L2{DIMITRY, Ur, ARNOLD B-fDONAWA,, ALTAYOOUGLAS, 
TERA EDWARDS, 


») CANADY’ Ie LES, EDWARD 8; LEWIS, _Dean GEORGE 


{elu bare nd ADAM {CLAYTONAPOWELL, “TR, . MLV A “Dp YPRICE,-PAUY/ ROBESON, 
A-ha XSMLTH, DOROMEY, HELE, HOPE R, STEVENS, .CONSUELA LEENTAPLA, 


Reverend ©! s 
Dr, MAX YERGAN, 


YOUR ERIGG,  SancouRe Tas cea barista end 
: : oan aN ty i 
On March 10, 1944 a neil ‘cover was placed on ‘hie sitisesk 


and RICHARD B. CROSSCUP at their residence, 2 West 120th Street, New aor City. 
As yet no information has been received through this source, 


A copy of the subject's picture was obtained during the 


* course of the dnvestigation, and will be mate a part of the 14 file of instant 


cas6, 


“he following Aadertptaon of GYENDOLYN EEE’ was 


obtained ae the course of investigation: 


Date and place of birth: Giddings, Texas, July 8, 1902 


Aget . 42 years - 

Race’ ; Negress 

Complexion: Medium brown 

Height: 5% 

Weights - 185 lds, 

Builds Heavy 

Color of hair: Black, cut short: 

Color of eyes: Brown 

Shape of faces Round - 

Teeth: F : White end even 

Occupation: > Artist; teacher, Director of 
George Washington Carver School 

Meri tal status? ' Married 

Remarks? Occasionally wears rimless glasse 


“has pleasant disposition, and always appears 
smiling and good humoured, : : 


PENDING 


~14- 
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NEWARK FIBLD DIVISION 


‘Ab Port Moray. MJ. 


. Will attempt to ascertain whether Camp Wo-Chi-Ca at Port Murray is 
a Communist Camp and will report any present activities on the part of 
the subject or her husband, RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, in that area, 


‘BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 
‘At Boston, Mase, _ 


W411 report any pertinent information concerning the subject's husband, 
RICHARD B, CROSSCUP, which may be contained in divorce decree 16944, Probate 
Court, Massachusetts, 


Will, 1f possible, interview inet former wife of CROSSCUP for any 
information concerning CROSSCUP or BENNETT, : 


Wi21 obtain any information as to CROSSCUP'S affiliations at Boston 
University, where he received an M.A, Degree in 1940, 


¥e i he’ Setied Sore infe mpabbgnacontained in the files of the Boston Office 


Will obtain any Taponntion as to CROSSCUP'S | Communist affiliations at 
Harvard University, aere he was graduated NESE, on AB. Degree in 1927, 


Will contact the proper satnoriiies at Cambridge School for any information 
concerning RICHARD CROSSCUP, who is peueere. to have been a teacher at that 
school for about eight years, 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION’ 
aa ‘ - At New: York, - X I ae RGIS Re 


Will contact Foun: “AY BRANY, Work Projects: “Admint strat o on Tipantdigteds 
Sub-Treasury Building, third floor, Pine and Nassau Streets, who handled the 
investigation of the sudject, and obtain any additional information concerning 
her Communist activities, 


-156 
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Will recontact confidential informants of the New York Office 
in an attempt to ascertain the present activities of the subject and her 
husband, Se ; 2s 


; Wi1l continue’ additional investigation in the New York area 
concerning the subject's Communist Party affiliations and activities, - 


Will report the results of the mail cover placed on the subject 
and her husband at their residence, 2 West 120th Street, New York City. 


-16 = 
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— CONFIDENTIAL INEO s 


The Confidential Informants echesead to in the report 


of Spectal Agent John J, Manning dated at New York, N, Y, March 23, 1944 
are identified as follows: 


m 


T-2 


A Gonfidential.Informant 
is kn 


JOHN 7 Xu INTYRB, in charge of the Division = 

of Investigation, Work Projects Administration, 
Sub-Treasury Building, Pine: and Hassan Streets, 
New York; = ¥; 


whose identity 
own to the Bure 
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: 
Mr. E, A. Taman, 
Mr. Clegg... 


Mr. Rosen -. 
Mr. Tracy... 
Mr. Mohr __. 


APR 18 j044 
A 


Mr, Carson .... 
Mr. Hendon ... 
Mr. Mumford ... 


Mr. Cnn Pemm_... 


tere og, . 1 
Pyabt 


Mr. iTenge. 


“ALL INFORMATION CONTAIBES 
‘ BEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
EXCEPT WHERE SHOWN 
OTHERWISE 


WASHINGTON FROM NEW YORK 21 
DIRECTOR. ... ROUTINE 


ADVISED TODAY THAT GWENDOLYN BENNETT, DIRECTOR OF THE 
GEORGE WASHINGTON/EARVER SCHOOL, TOLD DAV GOLDWAY, NY STATE 

EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THEACOMMUNIST PARTY, THAT SHE IS GOING TO 
WASHINGTON, D.eC., TO TRY TO. EE VICE PRES. WALLACE AND SEC. ICKES y BUT 
DOES NOT KNOW IF SHE WILL GET.TO SEE THEM. "SHE TOLD HIM SHE SENT. A TEL- 
EGRAM TO WALLACE YESTERDAY AND IS EXPECTING: A REPLY. SE STATED 

THAT SHE WOULD SEE RUTH BENEDICT WHILE IN WASHINGTON, /AND WOULD STAY ale 
BETTY WHITE-S MOTHER WHILE THERE, TO SAVE EXPENSES./ THE PURPOSE ~ 

OF BENNETTS ATTEMPT TO SEE WALLACE AND ICKES IS N@T KNOWN, BUT ANY 

FURTHER INFORMATION IN CONNECTION WITH THIS MATZER WILL BE 


FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU {€) fo as APTA CFR 


Rass 7 ion 
- CONROY \ : a 
or PR a1 16 
‘ Ad 
$ Ce . oh SAE & : ae 
“t \ a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE TO AV‘ 
UNITED STATES , z PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300, 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
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Federal Burean of Investigation 


United States Department of Justice : 
New York, New York 


JJM:HGF April 21, 194k 
100-$6529 


Director, FBI 


aw 
Re: GWENDOLYN BENNETT : 
. : INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
t 
Dear Sir: 
W 
[" x A photograph of the above captioned subject, GWENDOLYN 
fy BENNETT, obtained by this office, is being forwarded to the Bureau 
Ff as an enclosure. The picture in question is for inclusion in the 


u subject's case file at the Bureau. 


Additional copies of the photograph are being 
retained in the proper case file in this office. ; ( 


Very truly yours, 


E. EL “CONROY i 
SAC 
Enc. 
ALL yFor 
+ PERE 
ge BATE. 


ag 8D ae I~ 2G 93468 o- 3 


eS 3 ares 
g 22 APR 24 1924 


52 al 9 ay . ee 
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Special Agent in Charge 
New York, New York 


-- RE: SECURITY MATTER 


Dear Sir: 


Please be advised that a security index card has been 
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as follows; 


v BENNETT, GWENDOLYN ' NATIVE BORW : COMMUNIST 

with aliasos ~s 
Mrs. Gwendolyn Bennett Crosscup 
irs. Grendoiyn Bennett Jackson "04s 
Mrs. Albert Jackson : : BY 

Ruth Gale on auiskis — 

2 West 120th st., 


New York, New York (Res.) 


George Washington Carver School 
57 W¥. 125th St., 
New York, New York (Bus.) 


The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy 
against the information™contained in your files, and the Bureau should 
be informed of any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a 
5" x 8" white card captioned as above and reflecting your investigative 
case file number for filing in your Confidential Security Index Card File. 
In the event the above caption is not correct, the card you prepare should 
be correctly captioned, and the Bureau should be informed of the correct 


caption. 


The caption of the card prepared and filed in your Office 
tn. toiecn must - oe current at 3ll times and the Bureau immediately advised of 
bese erein in that connection. 


Towany es—made-~th 
7 FEGHIMUNIGATIONS SECTION 


WN A OH RHLE may Aggie. ye 


f 
ah 


John Edgar Hoover 


MAILED 1° ; Very truly yours, A... 


ok idgREAU OF INVESTIGATION /b peo 
W/'8, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ‘ (/ 


. ‘ Director 2 ae 
—_——___ SoS emt kd) 
es une 


o 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK FILE NO. 100-27217 EMV 


REPORT MADE AT c DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
> WHICH MADE 


NEWARK Sellalyy hye Wyeldy ELMER A. MADSON, JR. 


TITLE Ss CHARACTER OF CASE 


GuENDOLYN-SEMNETT, WAS, INTERNAL SECURITY (Cc) 


Z 


known only by name, with yo“knowledge of sub- 
ject's husband, RICHARD B.{ CROSSCUP. Subject 
not known to be manager of Camp Wo»Chi-Ca. 
Camp Wo-Chi-Ca described as a Communi CAMP. 
Confidential Informant,,T-1 advises/#DAILY 
WORKER" addressed togCamp Wo-Chi-Ca.during 
summer.periods. Caretaker on the premises be- 
lieved to be AN LL, who receives payment 
by money order with the remitter as Camp Wo- 
Chi-Ca. Information determined from State 
Police to the effect that Camp Wo-Chi-Ca 
looated in Lebanon Township, Hunterdon County, 
mail address ReD. 1, Port Murray, New Jersey. 


y 2 Investigation at Port Murray reveals subject 


-~RUC . S&L INFORMATION CONTARER 
' MEREIN 18 UNCLASSIFIED 
BATE) A \JO112—, BY..Lo. 
Report of SA JOHN J, MANNING dated 3-234!) 
at New York, New York. 


~ 


Information determined from Confidential Informant 
T-1 was to the effect that Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is located at ReFeD. “1; 
Port Murray, New Jersey. Confidential Informant T-1 advised — 
that he was not: ‘familiar with the subject of instant case, ex- 
cept that he did recall. -mail having come addressed to a party 
by the name‘of, BENNETT. As far as he could ascertain and re- 
call heynane 0 ‘oft RICHARD B. CROSSCUP was unfamiliar. 


APPROVED AND ee, epeiat AGENT 
FORWARDED: ah CHARGE} 


iaillils)/7 BERT A 
, 25 WAY 16 1944 
=k rte, bay oa -_ 


- Boston (info) 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES: 


* 
¥. 8. GovERNuENT rewire ormica = 72034 
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T-1 advised that this camp opens approximately around June 1 
of each year and that its activities cease about Labor Day. He further 
advised that a caretaker was maintained on the premises yearly and that 
her name was ANNA HILL, end that she had come from New York, address un- 
known, a short time ago and was paid by money orders with the remitter 
as Camp Wo-Chi-Ca. As far as was known by T-1, Mr. MATTDALL of 80 East 
llth Street, New York City, was the organizer and operator of Camp Wo- 
Chi-Ca. — 


Confidential Informant, T~1 advised that he had heard very little 
about Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, inasmuch as it was located approximtely ten miles 


~from Port Murray, and that the shopping centers of Washington, New Jersey 


and Hackettstom, New Jersey would obviate the necessity of having the 
people use Port Murray as a business town. He did recall one incident, 


_ however, in which a truck driver whose neme he did not know stopped at 


the Port Murray Post Office and asked him what kind of camp it was. When 
the truck driver was asked the reason for this, he stated he had a desire 
to place his son in a summer camp, and that upon investigation of Camp 


Wo-Chi-Ca, he found that it was "a damn Commmist camp." 


The New Jersey State Police Sub-station located at Washington, 
New Jersey was contacted by the reporting agent for information relative 
to Camp Wo-Chi-Ca. They advised that under date of October 2, 1941, an 
investigation had been conducted by them concerning the camp. The follow- 
ing is substantially the information obtained by their investigation. 


Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is also known as Pleasant Grove Acres and is 
situated on the Califon-Pleasant Grove Road in Lebanon Township, Hunterdon 
County, R.D. 1, Port Murray, New Jersey. A contact with farmers living , 
in and near the camp determined that Camp Wo-Chi-Ca was a Communist camp 
from New York City and consists of people of all races and creeds, At 
the present/time the camp was closed for the winter season, and i Mr. and 
Mrs. VENI LL of New York City were living there as caretakers. In 
this connection, it is noted that the name of the Party given by T-1 was 
Mrs, ANNA HILL of New York City. 


The name of MAC WEISMAN arose in connection with the camp as 
manager. It was learned that MAC WEISMAN had left a forwarding address 
care of ABE TAUBER, 55 West 95th Street, New York City. “Information was 
obtained from Tax Collector of Lebanon Township to the effect that taxes 


on the camp were paid by a Mr. MATT HALL of 80 East llth Street, New 
York City. 


The following men are listed as cone directors: 


Executive Director MATT HALL, 80 Bast 1lth Street 
: New, York City. 
Camp Director * '  ABENTAUBER, ee West Oh Street 


New York cit y 
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Educational Director ne care of ABE TAUBER 
previously mentioned. 


: y Two other i S viduals connected with the camp by the name of 
BUTCH/LASKY and OSC ERT were mentioned in the investigation, but 
addresses were not obtained, Nowhere in connection with the investigation 
of the camp did the name of the subject or RICHARD B. CROSSCUP arise. 

They are not known in the vicinity. 


Inasmuch as Camp Wo-Chi-Ca is not being operated at the present 
time and inasmuch ‘as no further background information is available con- 
_ cerning the subject and persons mentioned in this report, this case is 
‘being considered referred upon completion to the office of origin. -In 
the event it is desired that a further check be made at a later date during 
the time of operation of Camp Wo-Chi-Ca, the Newark Field Division will 


_ conduct such investigation upon receipt of information from the New York 
_Pield Division. 


HEFSRRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN. 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


; Confidential Informant T-l is Postmaster V. B. ZELLERS of the 
Port Murray, New Jersey Post Office. 


A copy of this report is being designated for the Boston Field 
Division for their information in conducting investigation within that 
territory. 
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‘THIS GASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK ‘ FILE NO. 2100-14816 ma 


—— 


PERIOD FOR | REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE. 


BOSTON, MASS. 5/ 30/44 5/8 ,8 132 20/ DANIEL J. GRIFFIN 
T™ME GiygNDOLYY BENNETT with aliases. ee ee 
Gwendolyn Bennet térosscup, lirs,,Alfred “Jackson, INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 


Gwendolyn Bennett™ Jackson, Rutt Gale 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Richard Beat Peaseot wis married June 16, 1930 and granted: 
OF . a divorce decree “ay 29, 1936 charged with cruel and abusive 

aig _ treatment. Two children were born to the marriages 

Zs Ps ‘Crosscup's wife is remarried to JamespPfeiffers Crosscup was 

§ born July 24, 1905 at Dorchester, taSsachusetts, graduated 


from Harvard "University cum laude in 1927 receiving an AB 
degree and Boston University School of “ducation, Summer 
sessions, 1940 cun laudee ih 1931 he worked as a janitor : 
for the church and-bank receiving $40 per month until hired * 
. by Dean Donald Durrell of Boston University to work for him. 

personally on research work and writing at $60 per montho 
Dean Durrell secured a tutoring job for Crosscup, paying him 
$90’ per monthe In 1934 Durrell secured a position for 
Crosscup with Dre John French, founder and present headmaster 
of the Cambridge Upper School at Weston, ifassachusetts, in 
charge of the remedial programe Crosscup was active in the 

ade Union ovement as a member of a teachers’ union and 
served ‘as: a delegate to the Boston Central Labor Union, 

tate “ederation of Labor Conventions Crosscup is described 
as very independent, has his own opinion of things and will 
express them regardless of to whom he may be talking, has 
his owm philosophy on life to ‘the extent of sharing his wife 
‘and marrying a colored womane. Informants have no knowledge 
that he was connected with sngye ommunist Yarty this areas 
All the ideas he had on life were his own based on information 
recoivede,, It was deemed impractical to interview Crosscup's 
former, w; Oe i Aoy.; information concerning subject in Boston 
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REFERENCE: Manning dated New York, 
March 25, 19 
DETAILS: The subje ett with aliases is being considered “ 
a key fi ork Piel Division. 
The writer checked tho records of the 44 Probate Court, Pemberton 


Square, Boston, Massgchusetts, and revipwed the diyorce decree #16944, involving 
Alice Reed Champion/Crosscup and Richard Beck Crossbup. According to the 

record, the couple’ was married June 16 
divorce against Richard BdtCrosscup fof cruel and abusive treatment March 16, 


i 1936. ‘The fi decree was granted Mig; The divorce was uncontested 
by the_hu stonargffroseeup. wing children = Martha 
born and Joachim Crosscup bor The attorney for the 


_libelant was Richard Ballian, 294 Washington Street, Bostons 


The writer reviewed the subject's redord at the registrar'r office at Harvard 
University, Cambridge, and ascertaindd that he was born July 24, 1905 at 
Dorchester, liassachusetts, his fathe}'s © being Louis Sawin Crosscup and 
his mother's name being Lillian Camp eliferossou. He graduated from Quincy 
High ®chool and Thayer Academy where/ he ompleted four years undergraduate 
literary works He graduated from Harvard College in 1927 magna cum laude. 
A review of the frofessors and advisers was made by the writer and upon 
inquiry of Miss Rosalie S.» Magruder was advised that his adviser is deceased 
and there is no one presently teacHing at the college who would know the ; 
subject. 


She referred the writer to the Decpnnial Report for 1937 which would be the 

subject's own account of his activity for ten years following his graduation 

from Harvard. The report was revjewed by the writer and it was found that 

the subject had the following to fay: 

| Occupation ~ teacher, Cambridge Ychool, Kendall Green, Massachusetts 

| Married - June 1930, divorced 
Children - Martha, bo: 


The report continues: "During the fall and winter of 1930 I dug clams for a 
living in Maine. Jn the spring and summer of 1931 I did statistical work for 
an investment counselor and was also engaged in tutoringe I took a partner- 
ship in a school but the school failede ‘n the fall of 1931 and also of 1934 

I worked as janitor of a church and of a banke Since 1s34,1 have been in 
charge of the remedial program of the Cambridge School, “endall Green, iiassa- 
chusetts. I received my training at Boston University School of Sducatione 
I’em presently active in a local trade union movement as a member of a teachers’ 


2 
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unione I served as delegate to the Yoston Sentral Labor Union, State 
Federation ef labor and I am on the editorial staff of the American Teacher, 
the official magazine of the “merican “ederation of +eacherse 


The writer reviewed the subject's file at Boston University School of #ducation 
and ascertained that the subject first entered Boston University in 1933, and 
attended the summer classes off and on and finally graduated August 10, 1940, 
receiving an M. E. degree cum leudee His adviser was Dr. Donald Durrell who 

is now,dean of the School of Education. 


The writer interviewed Dean Donald Durrell who advised that he was very well 
acquaintained with the subjecte Dr. Durrell stated that he met the subject 
for the first time when he filed an application for entrance to the school of 
education. Dre Durrell stated that he had the necessary qualifications to 
enter the school but was lacking in fundse According to Dre Durrell, Crosscup 
was very careless about his dress and at the first meeting with Dr. Durrell, 
Crosscup was badly in need of a haircut, had a soiled shirt, no tie and made 

a very poor impression. At that time Crosscup was working as janitor ina 
church and a bank receiving $40 a month. Durrell stated that he talked to 
Crosscup and told him he had the ability to write for magazines but Crosscup 
was not interestede Dre Durrell advised the writer that in viewing his record 
he knew the subject was clever and therefore hired him personally to do work 
for him and write articlese Dre Durrell paid Crosscup ¥60 per month. 


During his employment Dy, Durrell secured a tutoring job for the subject, 
paying him $90 per monthe As explained by Dr. Durrell Crosscup was up in the 
big money now, something that he was not interested in and so Crosscup hired 
another student to prepare his tutoring work for him, paying him for his work. 
Dr. Durrell stated that Crosscup wrote many fine articles which Dr. Durrell 
later sold for a considerable sum. 


Dre Durrell was responsible for securing a position with Dre French, founder 
and preter headmaster of-the Vambridge Upper School, Weston, iiassachusetts, 
for “rosscup. : 


Dr. Durrell stated that Crosscup was very polite and a likable chap but had 
‘a very odd way of looking at life. For example, his first wife came froma 
very low type family and the subject feeling sorry for the girl married 

“her, and at the same time he himself not being in a position to support two 
peocle. His first wife Alice was artistically inclined and becoming dise- 
satisfied after their marriage decided to go to New lork to secure employment 
as an artiste She stayed in “ew “ork for one year, returning to Crosseup with 

. a man by the name of James Pfeiffer, an artist on the WrA. , Crosscup accepted 
the two into his home and the three lived together until the arrival of the 
second child. According to "re Durrell this was the cause of tne divorcee 
The attitude adopted by Crosscup was if she prefers Pfeiffer over me I will 
divorce her. ‘his was agreed upon by “lice, James Pfeiffer and Crosscup and 
accordingly the ‘wife divorced Crosscup, the same being uncontested and later 
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was very intellectual and kept a very disorderly homes Crosscup's first wife 
is presently married to James Pfeiffer who is presently teaching at the Shady 
Hill School, Cambridge, Ha ssachusetts, a rather exclusive school for well-to- 
do children. During the past few summers Mr. *feiffer has worked for Mrs. 
French at a summer camp in Maine. Professor French stated that Crosseup 

left his employment with him of his own accord and the circumstances surrounding 
his leaving are an interesting point. “ 
Professor French stated that at the conclusion of the school year the faculty 
produces a play for the benefit of the children in which all the faculty take 
parte. Crosscup wrote the pisy that was produced by the faculty one year and 
it was a very splendid jobe About the same time Crosscup became acquainted 
with a young musvian and based on the success Crosscup had in writing the 
school play he had the idea that he would become a success in writing 

musical comedies and accordingly the young musician and Crosscup went to New 
York to crash "roadway. 


Professor French stated that Crosscup was smart enough to realize that he would 


v have to maintain himself while in New York and secured a position as teacher 


at-the Walden School in New York City as a grade school teacher. He taught 
the seventh or eighth grade. fis only reason for accepting this position was. 
for living expenses while he was making preparations to crash Broadway 


Professor French shared the thoughts of Yr. Durrell in connection with Crosscup's 


first wife, that she is so much like Crosscup on her ideas of life that it 
would be just as well to talk to Crosscup himself. . 


Professor French stated that Crosscup had one child MARTHA byhis first wife 
and made it a point to support this child and accordingly Professor French 
stated that in order to help Srosscup support this child he enrolled Martha 
in the Cambridge Lower School operated by Yrofessor French, tuition freee At 
the present time Martha is living with Crosscup's first wife in Cambridge, 
tiassachusettse He never heard of the second child, Joachim, but did say 
that Alice and James Pfeiffer have a young child about two years old at the 
present time. 


tt should be noted that the only records that disclosed the birth of the 
second child, Yoachim is the divorce decree. The statements of the 
subject in the Harvard Decennipl report mentions only one child, Martha. 


Based on the information recejved from “rofessor French and Dr. Durrell it 
was deemed impractical to interview Crosscup's former wife, Alice “eed Champion 
porossoup. " So ee 


A check of the indices of thd Boston office fails to reveal any information 
concerning the subject Gwendplyn Bennett. 
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remarried James Pfeiffer, however, the three continued to live together. 


Dre Durrell said Yrosscup is a very convincing speaker and after listening to 
him on his ideas of life one will wonder who is crazy Crosscup or tne listenes 


Durrell stated it is his understanding that Crosscup is now married to a negress 
which does not surprise Dr. Durrell knowing Crosscup as he doese 


According to Ur. Durrell Crosscup had no connection with the Communist Party 

in this area, however, he admits that Yrosscup's philosophy is the same as 

that practiced by the Communist Party but they are strictly his own ideas. 

He believed in organized labor and was one of the members of the American i 
Federation of Teachers in this district. About 1935 he tried to interest the ' 
Dean in joining the union but the Dean refused and no furtherpressure was 

brought by Crosscupe Dre Durrell stated that Crosscup's first wife “lice had 

the same idea on life as Srosscup and talked on a very highly intellectual 

level but maintained a very low levele, : 


Dre Durrell stated that in view of the fact that the wife is of the same ‘type 
as crosscup he is very doubtful whether anything would be gained by talking to 
her as it would not surprise him if Srosscup should return and the three would 
again live together. : 


The writer interviewed Professor 4onn French, founder and headmaster of the 
Cambridge Upper School, Weston, Massachusetts, who advised that the subject 
became employed at his school as head.of the Remedial program from September 
1935 to June 1940, five school yearse te described Yrosscup as “a very 
independent cuss," very intellectual and a man who has the idea that the world 
is against hime He explained this by stating that Crosscup's father was a 
well-to-do man but lost his money and consequently Crosscup had to struggle 
to secure his education and figured that the world was against him all the i 
waye 'e was interested in a teachers’. union and active in the Teachers'Union 

located in Boston, Massachusetts, but never attempted to recruit any other 

teachers at the schoole , ‘ 


If -he wanted to talk about labor “rosscup would express his ideas regardless 
of who may be listeninge Dr. French stated that “rosscup's economic ideas 
were on the Communist angle but he was not known to have any party affiliations. 


Frofessor French stated that Crosscup was very honest, had his own opinions 
and expressed theme 


Professor French had much the same idea of the subject's philosophy of life as 
that expressed by Dre Durrelle 


Professor french stated that he knew the subject's first wife but had very 
little respect for here She was very sloppy, lived so to speak in the clouds, 
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Confidential Informant T-1 advised that at one of the American Youth Congress 
meetings June 19, 1936 it was proposed Richard Crosscup of the CLU speak on 
War and Fascism instead of Hr. Turner. ‘he motion was carried ten to eights 


Confidential Informant Tel further advised in January 1938 the Massachusetts 
Youth Congress sponsored a model: state youth legislature to be held January 

8 and 9, 1938 As part of the program on Sunday, January 9 at 1 PH was a round 
table discussione Jebor was to be discussed by “ichard Crosscupe 


No record was contained in the Boston indices on James Pfeiffere 


*REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TOxTES OFFICE OF ORIGIN” 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 
AT NEW YORK, WEW YORK 
Will contact the proper authorities at the Walden School, ‘ew York City for 


any further information concerning Richard Crosscup's activities while teach~ 
ing at this schoole 


*REFEQRED UPON COMIERION! TO THR OFPIOR OF ORIGIN-' 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT 


Confidential Informant T-l is the report of Special Agent Le &, Healey dated 
at Boston, Massachusetts, Vecember 17, 1941 entitled American Youth Congress, 
pages six and one hundred thirtye 


~REFERRED UPON COBPLEDION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN- 
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Form No.1 


This CAGE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK Ta uENY™ rugno. 100-56529 EN 
REPORT MADE AT . DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE SY sae tS 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 8/22/l), 5/1906; 7/20, JOHN J. MANNING 
TITLE . = 16 j CHARACTER OF CAGE 


GNENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases 
: INTERNAL SECURITY=-C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Confidential Informant} advised that subject 
was a member of the Communist Party and that about 
1939 she attended a communist school located’ near 
Kingston, New York, operated by SAM RAMBERG, an 
official of the State {Committee of the Communist 
Party in 1913. Subje¢t's activities at present con- 
sist solely in directjng the affairs of the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CARVER SCHPOL of which the subject is ae 
| the director. Confidpntial Informant{ ——_] advisea 
we that at the present ime the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
SCHOOL does not appear tobe very ative and may be 
ait’ poor financial ‘condition. _On May 21, lol, the 
“ GEORGE WASHINGTON CAYXVER’ SCHOOL hefd "I AM AW AMERI- Cw 
CAN DAY" program in Harlem; about A2,000 people at- 
tended; approximately $900 collected, and the Rev= , , 
erend CLAYTON SPONELL Jt, Dre poKpeurerss, Com : : 
author of "THE RACES] OF MANKIND"/ MAXVYERGAN and i ; 
CANADA’ — spoke. i 


; pe iw 
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contig dential Informant 


whose identity is known to 
the Bureau, advised the w writer that h 


in the subject in Party Head- 


Communist Party. He stated that he distinctly remembers seeing the sub- 
ject about 197% when she attended a cdmmunisit school located near Kingston, 
New York, operated by SAM KRAMBERG, offical of the State Committee of 

. the Communist Party, in 1943. Accor ng. to the informant, this school 

was located on a farm near Kingston 

intellectuals of the Communist Party 


| Confidential Infor was not sure but believed 
| GWENDOLYN BENNETT traveled to Moscow during a summer vacation around 
1937, or, 1938. According to the subject is also friendly with 
i MATT ALE, 60 East llth Stree lew York City, the organizer of Camp 
~~ —WO- GHT-CA (Worker s' Children Camp) , ag well as AB ‘UBER, 55 West 95th 
Street, Director of the Camp and MA ISMAN, same address as TAUBER's, 
Educational Director of the Camp and teacher in the Workers' School. 


: Confidential Informant T-1 advised the reporting agent 
. that he overheard a conversation between DAVIDJGOLDWAY, New York State 
Educational Director and BENJAMINXDAVIS, JR., as well as a conversation 
_ between GWENDOLYN BENNETT and DAVID GOLDWAY. The informant advised that 
the substance of the conversation which took place between GOLDWAY’ and 
DAVIS was to the effect that GOLDWAY contacted BEN DAVIS to discuss the 
problems of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL and GOLDWAY suggested that 
MAX YERGAN be invited’ to join in the discussion at some later date. At 
the time of the discussion GOLDWAY advised DAVIS that GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
appeared to be working more or less single-handedly on the project’ and 
was apparently not getting much assistance. To this DAVIS replied that 
he felt GWENDOLYN BENNETT was sharing most of the burden and he felt 
the problems of the school, the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, should 
be handled in similar fashion to those arising in\gonnection with the 
JEFFERSON SCHOOL. DAVIS suggested the name of BNR HARDSON, communist 
minister in Harlem, as an individual who might be of assistance to GWEN- 
DOLYN BENNETT in the handling of the affairs of the school. GOLDWAY 
advised that he ai. dn't like RICHARDSON particularly but that he did not 
know too much aboiat him. DAVIS stated that RICHARDSON had his highest recom- 
mendation and steted that he (RICHARDSON) not only has certain individual 
views and certeiin developments growing out of his-individual strength and 
convictions but ‘he also is very much in favor of associating himself with 
DAVIS and GOLT AWAY in every sort of way (SL 


Both DAVIS and GOLDWAY agreed that something had to be 
done to develop the school and that if it was planned properly they nod {pr a 


\ 
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an opportunity.for big things. The informant also advised that he over- 
heard a conversation between GOLDWAY and BENNETT to the effect that 

the problems of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL were becoming very 
serious and the school was in danger of closing because of lack of fi- 
nancial assistance}s), 


5 . According to the informant, GNWENDOLYN BENNETT stated 

"I think I am going to quit. I am tired of this job of operating the 

school. It's terrific. I don't even have money to pay rent with this 

time." To this GOLDWAY replied "I certainly don't blame yous I'll tell 

you what I'll do. Suppose I work on trying to get a few hundred dollars ' 

to tide you over and get you to pay some of your debts and have money 

for salaries." The informant advised that BENNETT agreed to this but 

advised him that the meeting would have to take place very soon. He was o 

unable to furnish any additional information about this meeting and its outcomes 

, Confidential Informant T-1 also advised that GWENDOLYN 

BENNETT informed DAVID GOLDWAY that she was going to Washington, D. C., 

‘about April 19 and that while there she intended to see prominent Govern 

‘ment Officials. She also advised GOLDWAY that she intended to see RUTH 

SYSENEDICT while in Washington and would stay with BETTY WHITE'S mother 

“1 Ynile there to save expenses. The purpose of BENNETT'S attempt to see 
prominent Government Officials in Washington was not known and the in- 
formant was unable to furnish any additional information concerning the 
matter. 


: Confidential Informant T-2 advised the writer that HOPE 
STEVENS, negro attorney with offices located at 209 West 125th Street, 
appeared to be the attorney for Miss GWENDOLYN BENNETT and the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL. The informant stated that he learned Miss 
BENNETT was having difficulty with the payment of the rent for the school 
building and there was talk of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL being 
forced out of its present quarters and being compelled to seek a new lo- 
cation. In this respect, Miss BENNETT had talked with MAX YERGAN and 
stated she would try to fight the matter if she could. The informant 
stated that an individual known as JOHN J. HYNES, 1146 St. Nicholas Avenue, 
was believed to be the agent in charge of the property where the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL is located. ‘he present owner of the GEORGE 
WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL building is the 355 East llth Street Corpora- 
tion, New York City. ,-°' 

YKeouridential Informant whose identity is known to 

the Bureau, advised that he has made several Wisits to the GEORGE WASHING- 
TON CARVER SCHOOL and ‘that the enrolled stud nt body appears to have 
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dropped off considerably. The \(nformant believed that this was partially 
due to the summer. vacations, als to lack of interest on the part of the 
negroes in Harlem. He also adviséd that he heard rumors to the effect 
that they were having difficulties paying their rent and their staff. 


Confidential Informant attended a meeting of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON “CARVER SCHOOL on Sunday afternoon, May 21 at 3;00 
O'clock at the Golden Gate Ballroom,. Wj2nd Street and Lenox Avenue. The 
affair was a FOLK FESTIVAL celebrating I AM AN AMERICAN DAY. The pro- 
:gram obtained by the informant is set out below: 


“ THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
. of the 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL 

cordially invites you to attend a 
FOLK FESTIVAL 
celebrating 

I AM AN AMERICAN DAY 
on. 


Sunday, Afternoon, May Twenty-First 
at three o'clock 


ae at the 


: .. GOLDEN GATE BALLROOM 
Uj2nd Street and Lenox Ave., 


New York 

\ Reserved Seats; $2.00, $1.20 

i General Admission; 60 cents 

we _ Tax ineluded on all tickets. 
PAGE 2 


“In time of war the songs of the people rdlly the spirits of 
those who fight against Fascism for a free world. in time of 
peace the Songs and dances of the different nations are the 
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“warp and woof around which the people's culture is woven and 
made strong. Mindful of this, the George Washington Carver 
School takes this opportunity, through their songs and dances, 
to pay tribute to the Allied Nations and the oppressed peoples 
of the earth who are giving their lives today that we may live 
in a better world. Any patriotic celebration of the American 
people must take into consideration the varied streams of cul- 
ture that have flowed into our Nation. Any concept of peace 
must take note of the need for cooperation among all peoples, 
. here and abroad. The future of our Nation will be secure only 
through the full participation of all its people--Negro and white, 
| Jew and Gentile, Protestant and Catholic, native and foreign-born. 


“The foremost leaders of the Allied Nations have declared their 
intention to fight in unison for the: elimination of Fascism 
from the face of the earth and to work in unified cooperation 
for a lasting peace. Here at home such unison and cooperation 
must be the core of our war effort and the unqualified goal of 
our peace. Unity is the precept around which our American 
ideals were built and must be maintained. It is in this spirit 
that we celebrate I Am‘An American Day by presenting a folk 

' festival around the theme: “UNITED, WE MARCH FORWARD AS ONE 
NATION:** 


PAGE 3 


"PROGRAM 
INVOCATION : 
Rev. Charles Y. Trigg, Pastor--Salem A.M.E. Church 


NATIONAL ANTHEM 


GROUP SINGERS; 
Hall Johnson Choir, Finish Women's Choir, Chinese People's Chorus 


SOLOISTS: : : ’ ‘ 
Aubrey Pankey, Baritone South American Folk Songs 
Laura Staska . Czechoslovakian Folk’ Songs 


d Pianist--H. A. Schimmerling, 
: . Musical Director of the Czecho- 
slovak Choral Society of N. Y3 
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"Jeronimo Villarino, Singing Guitarist Flamenco Songs 
Efin Vitis Russian Songs 
Liu Liango-Mo . Soloist with Chinese 
‘ People's Chorus 
DANCERS: 


Pearl Primus Tne Negro Speaks of 
' ‘ Rivers 
Poem by Langston Hughes 
Music by Sarah Malament 
Recitation by Gordon Heath 
Jane Dudley of the Martha Graham 


Dancers Harmonica Breakdown 
Josephine Premice~Phinks Haitian Dance 
Jimmy Savo, 


Comedian from Cafe Society Uptown ; 
Mary Lou Willian, 


Boogie-Woogie Pianist 


All-Star Quartette: 
Toddy Wilson,. Pianist from Cafe Society Uptown 
Sidney Catlett, Drummer from The Three Deuces 
Ben Webster, Saxophonist, with the Kirby Orchestra 
Al Lucas, Bass Violinist 


SPEAKERS; : : 

Miss Gene Weltfish, co-author of Public Affairs, 

pamphlet--"The Race of Mankind” Race and Nationality 
Dr. Max Yergan, Council on African Affairs The George Washington 
a . Carver School 
Reve A. clayton\Fovell, dre Developing the Thinking 
Citizen 

Hale Woodruff Art and the People 

CHAIRMAN: : 


t 


- Gwendolyn Bennett, Director of the George Washington Carver School 


Informant's report concerning the above-mentioned celebre- 
tion is as follows: ——- 
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"TIME: l PeMo = CLOSED: 6:30 PeMe 


ATTENDANCE; Approximately 1200. Most 
of which were the intelligencia, 
Inter Racial groups and service~ 
men in uniforms 


MASTER OF CEREMONIES - GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
Director of George Washington Carver School. 


"The invocation was offered by the REVEREND CHARLES Y. 


TRIGG, Pastor of Salem A.M.E. Church. The National Anthem was sung. 
', Hall Johnson Choir Sang. Solos were sung by AUBREY PANKEY and Miss 
. LAMA STASKA, a Czechoslovakian. TEDDY WILSON, Quartette from Cafe So- 


ciety Uptown offered a couple of numbers. 
SPEAKERS 


% "Miss GENE WELTFISH, Co-Author of Public Affair pamphlet 
"THE RACES OF MANKIND", said that all men given the same training and 
opportunities were equal. She endorsed the George Washington Carver 
School; said it was a credit to the Negroes of this community and was 
deserving of the support of all races. 


"DR. MAX YERGAN, Council of African Affairs, and Chairman 
of ‘the Board of Directors of the George Washington Carver School, wel- 
comed the groups and told of the progress of the school which was en- 
couraging and asked for continued support by people of Harlem. 


ote, 

"CANADA LEE was introduced at this time. He read a letter 
from one of his buddies who is with the Armed Forces in the South Pacific 
indicating that a good kind of Democracy that was being practiced among 
the soldiers in that area. LEE ended his talk by singing ‘twY COUNTRY TIS 
OF THRE, 


"A CLAYTON POWELL’- Brought the house down with a speech 
‘WHY A SEPARATE CELEBRATION IN HARLEM ON I AM AN AMERICAN DAY.' POWELL 
stated a day of National celebration should be made on the days when 
GOVERNOR TALMADGE of Georgia and MARTIN DIRS of Texas are burned, POWELL 
stated that we should fight until every minority group in this country 
Was accorded full democratic treatment. GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL 


| : OIA(b) (7) - (D) 
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"was dedicated to the full Democratic \principles of all peoples and should 


receive everyone's supporte 


At this point he appealed for funds for the school and 
started with a check for $50.00 himself The total amount collected was 
approximately $900. ; : 


ry 


JOHN A. BRANN, Work Projects Administration, Sub-Treasury 
- Building, Pine and Nassau Streets, New York City, was interviewed by the 
\ writer in regerd to additional information regarding the activities of the 
subject. He advised that he was unable to furnish any additional informa- 
tion not previously reported but that he felt any one of the following 
individuals might be of assistance in obtaining information concerning 
hers , 


WILFRED BAIN 
32 Orange Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
is Telephones Maine l-2268 


; AUGUSTA SAVAGE, (address unknown) 

| Formerly a sculpturer connected with the 
- Art Project in the Harlem Center where 
the subject formerly worked. 
{ HERMAN RAPPORT# 

‘ 99 East lth Street 
MAX MOUGEL ...0. 4° 


| é Minneford Avenue 
a City Island, New York 


Additional investigation conducted in the vicinity of 
ea 57 West 125th Street, where the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL is lo- 
fase cated, and 2 West 120th Street by Special Agent William A. Costello and 

4 the reporting agent, indicates that RICHARD B. CROSSCUR, husband of the 
subject, is at the present time engaged in Camp activities outside of 
New York City.. 


: , "The subject GiWENDOLYN BENNETT appears to be engaged 
solely in directing the activities of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 
SCHOOL. 


. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION: 
“a ' At New York City, N. Y. - Will endeavor 


to obtain handwriting specimens of the subject and will 
report all canmunist activities concerning the subject 
and the GEORGE WASHINGTON Gain SCHOOL, with which she 
is affiliated. 
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fOONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the 
report of Special Agent John J. Manning, dated August 22, 
io, at New York, New York, are as follows: 
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= STANDARD FORM NO. 64 fi d, c : Z* 


Office Mae : UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


JJM: POH 


100-56: ; 
322, Director, FBI : , ; — DATE: November 18, 1944 \ 
FROM : SAG,. ‘New York 


INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Y SUBJECT: § GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 
— (Bureau File Noo 100-293468) - 


Information received by this office indicates that 
the Subject's entire time and effort appears to be centered around” 
the George Washington Carver School, Negro Communist front or- 
ganization located at 57 West 125th Street, New York City. The 
“Subject is the Director of the above-mentioned school. 


Informants of this office-state that, the sabject at 
the present time appears to have-little if any activit 4 in 
general Commmist Party affairs. - . 


In view of 
case is- being placed in 
A report will be submitt 


@ above information, ibject's 
pending inactive status at Ahis time. 
on or before February 1945. 


nt HEnAMATION sama ' 
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(64 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Thiscasconisiwareonr NEW YORK, NEW YORK GORA BENTIAIT 7. no, 100-56529 RFH 


REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE Lees FOR REPORT MADE BY 
vi 2 8 ,23310/30; JOHN J, MANNING 
| NW YORK, NEW YORE FER 99 rons is 723310/30 | ‘: 
TITLE : : 14,26/44; “9/10 A * CHARACTER OF CASE 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases 19/45 


INTERNAL SECURITY = C 


she is the Director, BENNETT also teaches at 
ON SCHOOL OF SOCTAL SCIENCE, ‘alleged 


Neate ee Ae Communist dominated organization located at 575 
en NY en ' .6th Avenue, NYC,' 
poe a 
greple) of A w_ on PR oe 
DATE__-— Bureau File 100~293468, 
REFERENCE? Report of Special Agent John J, Mai 


1944 at New York, New TORK as. x 
DETATLS: AT NEW YORK CITY. REASON - 


~ BY tf le 
21, 4-2.° 408 
oR DATE OF 2 {b: a2 nee 
SY nfidential Informant[ |, whose identity is known 


: oe, é to the Bureau, advised/ THIS office that he visited the Sb, j 
Roe yy GEORGE WASHINGTON CAR SCHOOL on September 3, 1944 in an 
: = oe y attempt to contact Migs BENNETT. The subject was not 
: Sy present at the schoolj/at the tims and the informant 
See inquired of the progréss of the school from Miss BENNETT'S 
oad . : secretary, whose identity was not learned, The secretary 
Gor g¥ & , advised the informant} that the school was anything but 
~ SS 4 successful ag far as jenroliment was concerned, Shs 
< advised that at that /time the school did not appear to be 
/8 "catching" on with the negroes in Harlem. The informant 


advised that the schpol itself appesred to be disarranged, 
pss abandoned. } (Ww 


ft ; a = 
3 2 oe, vite At a later date the fabove informant \scktacted GWENDOLYN 
\COPIES DEYTROYEY = BENNETT who advised |him that the school was moderately 
; Q..: gaN 28 y9eF eye successful and that/its purpose was to enable: the negro 
R\ JAN L 
ae ; to cope with the prpblems of the new world and to assure 


FAL SA 
‘PROVED AND TT - ‘SPECIAL AGENT : 
{ FORWARDED: mi-( + IN CHARGE . 
Wy: i] RECORDED — 
ne ‘ 
ie bf 2 : . 


St & /cories of THIS REPORT 
AE 


i 
i i 
‘=, Bureau Z & oe 
{3 New York 71 ). opens BEER | 
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St ot. 
“eH 
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‘him of a place in the postwar plan of things. (wv) . 
Confidential attende series of lectures 


given by the GEORGE WASHINGTON HOOL, entitled, ™ The Negro and the 
Nation," The informant /advised that Miss BENNETT opened the course and 
introduced the various Anstructors to the student body, At thattime the 
subject stated that thé course "The Negro and the Nation" was jointly 
sponsored by the GEORGE Wi GTON CARVER SCHOOL, the JEFFERSON SCHOOL 

OF SOCIAL SEIENCE, HPEOPLES VOICE", negro Communist newspapere 

Miss BENNETT advise the idea of a joint session of both schools 
‘originated with LLINS,~ known ‘Communist instructor at the JEFFERSON 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL CW) 


sumitted a report concerning the lecture given by . 
GWENDOL on current problems, The informant's report concerning this 
matter is set forth below: O Cw 


Miss BENNETT said that the negro pledged allegiance to the flag 100%. 
According to her this was both the curse and the hope, "We have all races, 
creeds and colors warring against each other, Sympathy is not enough, we mst 
have a permanent F.E.P.0, to end "Jim Crow* in the Armed Forces and in. - 
wartime industry. We should do away with mistreatment of all minority groups 
and extend the previleges to the negro and all minority groups in this country. 
Miss BENNETT stated that we have three different types of people dealing with 
the problem, The conservatives who are content to let things stay as they 
are; another group that is satisfied that the negro is not qualified for 
equal rights; and a third group that thinks the negro is lazy, ‘dmoral, and 


should be kept dow." Bi» . 

Miss BENNETT s that"the real reason the negro was retardedd 
in an intellectual group was because he was relegated to the fields and the 
woodsa re) ; ; 

\ lise BENNETT stated that we have "Jim Crow" right here in our 
midst = in the theatres, in the dining places, and even in the church itself. 


Miss BENNETT declared that all minority groups originated with the germs of 
Fascism -=« the rule of the many by the fewe } Os 


i Miss BENNETT stated that one cannot ‘stand complacently by and swal} 
the teachings of the South." Fascism is unscientific and against all reason/ 


NW? 51904 Docid:34288938 Page 114 


"tii 


f 


NY. 100~56529 
If we are human beings we must\ react against injustice, " \w 


: Confidential Informant fadvised the reporting agent 
that at the present time the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL appears to be in 
poor financial condition and will have to be subsidized by sameone in order 
to continue. \(@ fo ‘ 


Confidential Informant T-1 advised the reporting agent that on 
September 18, 1944 he overheard a conversation between BERCDAVIS negro 
Comunist councilman, and an unknown woman ,believed to be GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
to the effect that after GIL (believed to be G IN) had written her 

a letter (meaning GWENDOLYN BENNETT'S letter) a-meeting was held on the 
matter of giving aid to the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, and as a result 
$500.00 was to be donated to the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL. 


The unknown woman asked DAVIS how she was to go about ning the 
money, and he stated, "You just come down here and get it, and worry later \ 
about how it is to be entergds" The woman asked to whom she was to go and ; 
he stated, "Go to see DA " (Communist Party functionary), 


A review of the 1944 catalogue of the JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL 
SCIENCE indicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was an instructor in "Art, History, 
and Appreciation." , 
alleged Commnist dominated organization 
The JEFFERSON SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE,/575 Sixth Avenue, New York 
City, was contacted by the reporting agent under suitable pretext and the 
following information obtained: 7 


At the present time GWENDOLYN BENNETT is an instructor on the ; 
staff of the above mentioned school and is teaching two classes on Wednesday 5 
evenings, The first class visi from 7:10 to 8:40 P, M, and is entitled, 
"Art, History, and Appreciation of the Late Renaissance, The second class . 
is from 8:50 to 10:20 P, M. and is on modern. arts ; 


Confidential Informant T-2 advised the reporting agent that 
GHENDOLYN BENNETT submitted a complete three page memorandum to ALEXANDER 


PCTRACHTENBERG, Director of Publicity for the COMMUNIST POLITICAL ESSOCIATION, 


and Secreary and Treasurer of the INTERNATIONAL PUBLISHERS INCORPORATED, 381 
Fourth Avenue, New York City, The memorandum submitted by GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
to TRACHTENBERG sets forth information. concerning the need, scope, faculty, 


: student body, organization, and so forth of the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER 


SCHOOL, and is set forth below: 


AGRA 
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| Discussion Notes on the George Washington Carver School, 

: Submitted by Gwendolyn Bennett ~ Monday, duly 19th, ls 
"NEED In view of the rapidly changing political and social 

| attitudes engendered by the war and the growing indignation among 

| the Negro people against discrimination and segregation the opeing 

| of the Carver.School as a broad educational center in Harlem seems 

| exceedingly témely, Recent riots against the Negro people 

stirred up by Fifth Columnist who wish to hinder the war effort 

and heighten race-hatred among the American people adds another 

cogent reason why such 4 school, opened under the proper auspices, 
: should succeed at this time, The fact that no people's school, _ 

! : catering to the needs of all sections of the population who wish 

: to know. and understand the world we live in, exists in the Greater 

_ New York area gives another reason why the Carver School situated 

; in Harlem, the recognized Negro metropolis of America, should fill 

@ real need» If founded and operated on a broad, non-partisan base, 

such a school should become an educational instit, n of national 

significance in the lives of Negro Americans. 


"SCOPE | , fhe Carver School should embrace all sections of the Harlem 
Comunity. The breadth of its scope should never be neglected. 
It's governing board, executive committee, and other fuentioning 
committees should includes Negro and white leaders of New York City, 
representatives of Negro churches, Negro trade-unionists, office 
workers, civic leaders of all shades of political conviction, 
representatives of the Negro press, prominent cultural figures, 

- representatives of parent and teacher groups — in short all those 

u people, Negro and white, who can and are willing to give the school 

poi wise, courageous, and objective direction toward its goal of 

a developing mature leadership and citizenry among the Negro people 

“e around a policy of winning the people's war in which our nation is 

-t engaged and contributing substantially to the people's peace which 

ia will come with victory for the Allied Nations. 


ey 
anes 
awe 


mates. 


7 teks 


nr \ "Tha School should be launchéd as a non-partisan schoole 
: It should be understood that the School operates to further in 
— everyway a program in keeping with true patriotism and understanding 
of the meaning of American democracy, Although the Carver School. 
shall be a people's school in every sense welcoming all sections 
ne of. the American population, it should be thought of primarily as 


|. 
Laces 
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PACULTY 


"STUDENT BODY 


"OURRICULUM 


\ 


ta school that turns its attention especially to the needs of the 
Negro people. Although non-partisan in character, it should be 
understood that the Carver School does not exclude the participation 
of any group that stands behind the nation at war and which does not 
seek to disrupt the full development of the people's culture. 
Although non-political as to general orientation, it should be under~ 
stood that the School, the Faculty, and students reserve the right 
to examine “thetnational and international political scene and to 

act upon their findings, in a forthright, courageous mannero 


zs "The faculty shall be drawn from the men and women a 
present teaching in various universities and other institutions, from 
the leadership of progressive trade unions, and other organizations, 
from groups of civic and political leaders or from other groups that 
will contribute to the broad concept of education which the School 
shall foster, Outstanding scholars, teachers, and leaders from 

many fields of study will be welcomed, Although completely democratic 
in character, the faculty, wherever possible, should draw on Negro 
scholars at work in a given fields 


"To be drawn from all sections of the population, Attention 
would be directed especially toward attracting workers in industry, in 
the white collar fields and the professions, ‘members. of Negro churches, 
and other community organizations. : . 

\ 
: "To consist of courses covering various fields of interest 
to people of varied backgrounds and interests and degrees of 


preparation, Se 
"The curriculum 8. include such basic courses as: 


"The Negro People and the War 

American History ; 

Trade Unionism and the Negro People 

The Negro and His Government 

Current Events or the World Today : 
Religion and Soclety — 

Economies and the Citizen | 

The Colonial People and the Ware 

and otherse : 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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¢ WEETBRARY 


"The School will a 


"In addition large numbers of cultural and general courses should be 
included as the student body and the need warrants. 


"In addition to the regular courses special study Ups shod be 
arrm ged for groups who wish to study special topics hot offered in 
the general ielae(p or who wish to do advanced seminar work *. 


in a given field. 
ge forum and public lectures, 


’ 


"An extension and lecture department shall giye service to trade union, 
church, and other groups as the need arises: ir 


_ "The School should establish a library which will concen~ 
trate on books concerning and by Negroes in addition to basic works 
on general subjects» % 

“PUBLICATION. "The School should work toward a futute publication 
(magazine) which will give scholarly accounts of problems and topics 
of interest to the Negro people and their friends, A fund should be 

; established for the ‘future publication of pamphlets and ks that 
' will contribute to the specialized field of Negro lifes r 
 SATMANCES 3 "Due to the general poverty of the Harlem c ty it 
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must be understood that the Carver School will not be self-sustainings 
It must be noted here that even those residents of Harlem who have. 
the. financial means are not trained in the custom of giving sub- 
stantially to worthy causese The nominal fees collected ‘from the 
students will meet only a small part of the expenses of the school, 
Funds for the school shall be raised through the contributions of - 
friends or supporters of the school and through benefits, concerts, 
dinners etc, It should be understood that such a school during it_ 
root-developing period must not be hampered by the need of funds nor 
by the fact that only small amounts can be raised in the community 
itself, Fund-raising groups should be inter-racial in character, 


"Plans should be made at. the earliest possible date to 
purchase a building in order to circumvent the extremely high 
rentals and to provide a center that shall influence the commnity 
socially as well as intellectually, 


cal 
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"FEES ri "The tuition fees of the Carver School should be 
scaled to meet the needs of the low income people. A 
suggestion would be $2.50 per term. Provision should be made 
for partial or total scholarships, Trade unionists, parents 
of low income, church and other groups should be granted scholar~ 
ship rates, Community pelea ricos should be encouraged 


to 
raise funds to provide free tuition for groups of students Le 
7 { 


: "ORGANIZATION, "The School should. be owned and administered by 
ncorporated Board of Directors, The Board of Directors should 

| comprise prominent men and women from all walks of life and of 

every political conviction, Although the majority of the 

Board should be drawn from those who are prominent in Negro 

life, there should be several representativecwhite people on 

the Board, The Board should be made up of people who are 
‘ interested in the school and willing to work toward building : 
: _ ite The Board should meet fr quently e nough to keep in: close : 
: ' . touch with the school, : . 


| "There shall be a small utive committee selected or approved 
| by the Board which shall meet bi-weekly or on call during periods 
! of stress. ‘This executive committee should consist of one 

| or two officers of the bard, the director of the school, a ree 

i presentative from the faculty, a representative of student 

. body and such other peopje as may seem necessary; 


\ "Wherever possible members of the Board and f£ the Executive Coma 
; should reside in and around New York Citye . 


"There should be a large Advisory Committee made up of ; 
nationally imown educators, This committee should include ate 

least one representative from every major Negro college or ty 
university in the country unless otherwise impossible. The 


: Advisory committee shall be body to give prestige and standing 
to the School, ; . 


"All three bodies ~ the Board, the Executive Com, » and the 
Advisory Com. = shall assist the School in raising funds, 
ie promotion, and public presentations, 

"ADMINISTRATION: 


a) Faculty Council ~ composed of all tea members, or all 
who have served ascertain period of times 
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- f(b) An Administrative Committee » . 
to opante the school and carry out policys -With none or few 
exceptions the members of the administrative staff to teach 
classes as well, 
For the First Terms (unless events dictate otherwise) 

ector Om 1, 1943 on) 

Administrative Assistant (From August 15th on) 
Office Secretary (From August 1st on) 
Promotion Director and head of Extension (From October 1st on) 
-In future terms, if the school succeéds immediately, the 
administrative staff may be expanded to include a seperate 
extension director, librarian, and reeistrarst 4} 


"CALENDAR 3 The proposed claender shall be as follows: 
gone at Meeting of Comm{ttee of the Whole to Establish the Carver School - 
Mon, July 19 
Registration for Fall Term: Sept. 20th through October lste 
Large Public Meeting to Announce opening of School = September 
19th or 26th, 
Fall Term: ‘Twelve weeks’ October 4th through December 24th, 
Pre~Christmas Party or Dance = Saturday, December 18th or Sun. 
. Ede 19th, 
Winter Term: January 10th through March 31st = 12 weekss 
Winter Regtethaniony Dec, 27th through Jan. 7the 
_ Emancipation Proclamation Public Forum ~ Sunday, January 2nde 
Negro History week Celebration = entire week February 13th : 
through 19th. Large Public Forum or concert 
beginning or end of the week. 
Spring Term: Ten weeks April 17th through June 23rd. " 


The following infamation was newspaper comment concerning the an 
subject and her activities: : f 

The "Peoples Voice", negro Communist newspaper in issue of September 
23, 1944 contained a picture of the subject together; with background information 
which has been previously furnished to the Bureau, ; A 

aily Worker" in issue of December 9, 1944 contained an’ 

article concerning the course "The Negro and the Nation" given jointly by 
the oe SCHOOL OF ‘SOCIAL SCIENCE, the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, and 
the " a pe Voice", The article. stated that the outstanding lecturers ineluded 
DO: LKERSON, GWENDOLYN BENNETT, and ALP IN (known Communists) » 


‘ 
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: "The New York Amsterdam News" Negro newspaper, in issue of 
January 20, 1945 stated that a meeting took place at the Schomberg Collection, - 
135 Public Library on January 14, 1945, at which time Doctor REDDICK, 
Curator of the Schomberg Collection,and GWENDOLYN BENNETT spoke regarding 
GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER. The substance of Miss BENNETT'S talk was the 
meaning of the life of Doctor CARVER as related to the general education 
of Negroes in America, : 


The "Peoples Voice" in issuecof January 27, 1945, contained a 
pictire of the subject, together with the following individuals: . 


OLT and suTRLEPMRAnAM, biographérs of CARVER; 


Ds¥REDDICK, Curator, Schomberg Collection; and 
DOXEY AGYWICKERSON, executive editor of PV, 


"The New York Amsterdam Nevis" of February 10, 1945 in the colum 
entitled, "Labor Forum" by M. M TON, stated: 


"The George Washington Carver School aims not only to help 
working people understand better the world ‘they live in; it also seeks 
to keep alive the life and work of Dr. Carver as a source of inspiration 
to others who face, as he did, adversity and lack of opportunity. Whereas 
the People's College is an outgrowth of the schools and colleges in 
Atlanta, the Carver School is in a sense an outgrowth of the labor move~ 
ment in New York, According to the Director of the Carver School, 
Gwendolyn Bennett, nationally known poet and author » almost half of the 
students attending the school since it was organised in October, 1943, 

_ have been members of trade unions, Some fifteen CIO and AFL unions were 
represented in the student body of 358 last term," . 


The "New York Age" Negro newspaper in issue of February 10, 
1945, contained an article that the BEN DAVIS CLUB would hold a weeks 
celebration in honor of Negro History. Weeki The article went on to says 


"The Ben Davis Club (named for Councilman Davis) of the GPA has 
arranged programs during Negro History Week at its headquarters, 2315 
Seventh Avenue, Sunday, February llth, at 4 pom. at the club, a forum , 
will be held at which tims Councilman Benjamin J, Davis, Jre and Miss 
Gwendolyn Bennett, director of the George Washington Carver Schbol of Harlem 
will be guest speakers, also entertainment," : 


a Qe 1 = 
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The "Pittsburgh Courier", Negro newspaper, in issue of February 
17, 1945 indicates that C¥WENDOLYN BENNETT, Director of the GEORGE WASHINGTON 
CARVER SCHOOL, participated in a forum in ’ connection with Negro History 
Week, the forum taking place at N.M.U. Recreation Halls 


~PENDING = 


NY 100~56529 —teyA DENTAL 
- UNDEVELOPED LEADS 
NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


% AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK = Will endeavor to obtain additional 
handwriting specimens of the subject and will report all Commnist activities 


concerning the subject and the GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER SCHOOL, of which 
she is Director. 
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‘Special Agent John J. Manning dated February. 22, 1945 at New York, 


! New York are: 


T-1 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS . 
the Confidential Informafits| sbationed in the report of 


c 
a 
vad UV ere 


whose identity... 


oMSPidential Informan’ 
’ is known to the Bureates 


A highly reliable aya confidential source havi 
ecess to the recorfis and files of the ALEXAND: 


Fourth Avenue, York City, and who made the 
“game available to/Special Agents Frederick & 
“| Zinck Edward Fe r, Je Lewis Ames, and 
Jerome My Gar. 


— 


2 


CHTENBERG INTERWATIONAL PUBLISHERS,INCe 382 || 


yj 


7 Sacbaie No, 64 - ~~, 
1 Gay on | o P=. 
ez Ce Memon UM + UNITED STAVES GOVERNMENT 

os 100-56529 ~ [ 
y TO : Director, FBI DATE: February 22, 1945 wi 


i Attention: FBI Laboratory 
.) pROM © sac, New York v 
o} eV) 


SUBJECT: GyeNDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases an : 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C (\ ) 

= (Bureau File 100-293468) & 
* ° ; ; : 
” Herewith is submitted for inclusion in the National Security i 
f a file five photostatic copies of a handwriting specimen of the above | 


captioned subject. Some difficulty has been experienced in obtaining 
sufficient handwriting specimens of the subject in view of the fact 
that most of her correspondence and work is done by typewriter. : 

: Every effort will be made to obtain more comprehensive additional | { 
specimens. of the subject's handwriting, and the same will be forwarded ‘ 
to the Bureau as they are receiveds-a) , 


s 
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PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300. 


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS 


5 Enelésurées for BUREAU Office 


Re: NEW YORK FILE NO, 100-56529 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.1 -EQNFIDENTHAE — hi 
X THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


NY 100=56529 MXS 


REPORT MADE AT. DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 


3f26; We 15/25 
NEW YORK 11/30/45 jee AAR BR iy IinieeJOHN Ja MANNING 
TITLE 10/9;21/15, 26) SHARACTER OF CASE 
. GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases INTERNAL SECURTTYeG@Q 
SY NOpsie OF BAGTS: GWENDOLYN BENNSTT continues to occupy position of 


director of George Washington Carver School . 
Communist front organizations Her name ig free 
quently mentioned in the columns of the "Daily 
Worker", and the "Peoples Voice", Negro Communist 
newspaper, in connection with the affairs of the 
George Washington Carver School, At the present 
time subject is also conducting classes in American 
art at the Jefferson School of Social Scienoe, 
575 Avenue of the Americas »NYC. 


= P* *orass, & EST. GY 
: mEison - FoI SS 
REFERENCE: Bureau File 100-293468 “Darn OF REVIEW 


Report of S.4. John J. Manning, 2/2/45 at RYC. 
DETAILS: \, ATNSW_YORK CITY:~ 
; So SSW YORK CITY: 


onfidential Informant T-1 advised Special Agent 
he Albert J. McGrath, Jthat a check #295 was drawn: 


Ne on the Communist Political Association of New York 
: pops j State account at the Manufacturers Trust Company, 
3 Wa 


. i 32 UniversityPlace, New York City to GWENDOLYN 
argostit e BENNETT, director of theGeorge Washington Carver 
yee a School, on September 18,1944 in the amount of $500 . 

\ 


Informant advised that the check was endorsed "George 
GOPIES DESTROYED Washington Carver School ®, j 


is 
JAN 25 1961 * DEbs 4 ; Pe 
mre bh pig Mestee 


APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT 4-4. > po Not, WRITE IN THESE SPACES ~ 
FORWARDED: i CH SEQET TUT Fara TDEXET 
E Fat ay aa Lb DED & IND. 
eres Z WZ acaed 
re H a 
ai 4 i 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 
&. ~Bur eau COby in 4 
3=-New York 


ae *ehor 


a- ~ B2nec 4 1940 
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A a. 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Confidential Informant T-2 advised this office that he was present 
when GWENDOLYN BENNEIT, director of the George Washington Carver School 
had a discussion with GIL}GREEN, president of the New York State CPA, 
on May 10,1945. Informant\ advised that Miss BENNEIT told GREEN that 
she would not ask him for the money if the school did not need it 
to which GREEN replied that it was her job to raise the money, and that 
he preferred to give it to her when she really needed it, GRE 
stated that he placed his word thet when she needed it she would get 
it and not to worry about the matter, that the promise would be kepts 
Informant advised that during the conversation, Miss BENNSTT had also 
stated that shehad made four mailings of the catalogues of the school ~- 
t yesicus Communist olub members together with a letter over BAVJAMIN 
JADAVIS JR.'s signatiires. Additional letters were sent over the sige 
nature of CHARLES AYCQLLTNS and ROSEAGAULDEN, All of the above men= 
tioned individuals are well kmowm Commmist functionaries in this citye 
The purpose of the letters in question was to increase the student en= 
rollment at the George Washington Carver Schoole : 
' 


Confidential Informan whose identity is known to 
the Bureau, on March 3,1945, vised that the subject, a few months 
previously, had addressed the/ "inter=denominational ministers meeting", 
at the Harlem Y.M.C.A. This /body is a group of ministers from the 5 
Harlem area which includes a}1 faiths with the exception of the Roman 
Catholico Informant advised/ that at this meeting, Mise BENNSTT dis- 
cussed the Carver School, ad requested the ministers to instruct their 
various groups to send students from the churches to attend the school, 
She advised that for every /five students attending from any particular church, 
one scholarship would given. The group, however, refused to issue an 
order ‘to its membora to 011 as students in the Carver § bool, and 
advised BENNETT that she Would have to approach each individual minister 
in the Harlem area, and present her cases Informant further advised 
that Miss BENNETT did apgroach the ministers of a number of churches 
in the Harlem area, and that some of the churches sent students to 
the school. One of the jindividuals used by Miss BERN; to obtain 
additional students was jan individual known as AL » & minister 
who was promised a job as instructor in religion at the school if he 


could supply’a nugiber cama 0 (a) 


Confidential ormant T-3 nished this office with the 
following background nformation concerning the formation of the 
George Washington Carver School, of which the subject is chairman. 


On duly 20, 1945, the informant was present when DAVIE LDWAY, = 
educational director/of the Commmist Party discussed with ALSXANDER : 
RACHTENBERG, high Gommunist functionary, the establishment of a ’ 
negro workers schooj in the Harlem areas Informant advised that 
GOLDWAY had attended the meeting oni the previous evening at which 
the following were fresent:LZ0N, AVELLO, former high school principal 
now with the Y.M.ChA., MAXXYERGAN, former C.C.N.Y. instructor, and 


executive director of the Council on African ét SS Pad zi jattended the } 
mQee iz 
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etese: holding proxies from ADAM CLAYTON, 


Wis, JRo and CHANNING H. 
IAS of the Y.M.C.A. ae eat 


At the meeting in question, it was decided that GWENDOLYY 
BENNETT was to be dinecton of the new school, and that MAX YERGAN, 
another well known Commmist was to act as chairman. 


The negro Communist newspaper "Peoples. Voice", frequently 
refers to the. subject in connection with the affairs of the George 
Washington Carver Schcole Pertinent references to the subject appearing 
in this newspaper are as follows: 

: The "Peoples Voice", issue of July 10,1945 contained an article 
which atated.in part that the second term of the Carver School would 
open on February 13, 1945, that the subjeot, GWENDOLYN BENNATT would 
continue to occupy the position as director of the George Washington 
Carver School, and that the total negro student enrollment at that 
time was 1081 students. 


The "Peoples Voice" of February 24,1945 stated that GWENDOLYN 
BSYNZIT, director the George Washington Carver School, was etill 
receiving registration s for the various courses which were to be 
conducted at the institutions 


; On May 14,1945 the "Peoples Voice", again mentioned the sub< 
ject as director of the George Washington Carver School. 


The "Peoples Voice" of May 65,1945 contained apicture of the 
subject and her staff at the Carver Sohool. 


The "Peoples Voice" of July 28, 1945 listed the subject as one 
of the judges of the question and answer contest on negro matters which 


Washington Carver School. 


- was to be jointly conducted by the "Peoples Voice", and the George 


The "Peoples Voice", issue of November 24, 1945 contained an 
article concerning the Carver School a summary of which is as follows; 
GWENDOLYN. BENNETT, direotor of the George Washington Carver School ins 
stated that the school has just celebrated its second year of steady 
progress end has an alltime record of registration with more than 
700 students being offered 39 courses. 


The "Daily Worker" frequently mentiones the subject by name 
in connection with the affairs of the George Washington Carver School a 
and the Jefferson School of Social Science, which is located at 575 
Avenue aof the Americas, New York Cityo 


=3e 
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The issues of the "Daily Worker? in which pertinent portions 
: pertaining to the subject are found are.as follows:. 


The "Daily Worker" of February 18, 1945 stated that GWENDOLW 
BENNETT, director, believes the Carver School will grow in sise, and 
will become a definite influence in the negro community. She also 
stated that in their school there is strong trade union Support. 


v 


ce ee eerey 84 


The "Daily Worker" of Hay 5, 1945 contained a picture of the 

: subject and her steff taken during the Opening day classes of the 
spring term,of the George Washington’ Carver School. ‘The women 
appearing jn thepicture were MAMI WN, public rd ations secretary, 
BLIZAB iS, librarién, M.IZABSTH CATLETEAWITE, director of 
student activities, GW. LYN BENN SIT, director, eninpyageatts, 
registrar, and HERMI# UMONT, admistrative assistant. All-of the 
above mentioned individuals are will kmown Communists in this city. 
It should be noted in regard to HERMIE DUMONT that this individual 
was at one time actively engaged in courier activities for the Comintern 
and was expelled from several European countries together with her 
‘husband, OPTO}HUISWOUD. 


ee The "Baily Worker", issue of May 7, 1945 indicates that ’ 
ROL 


A 


2 
i 


ENDOLYN BENNETT was a sponsor of a meeting in honor of JACQES 

UMAIN, negro Haitain Communist who recently died. The meeting in 
question was held at the New York Times Hell’ and was highlighted by an 
address by HARL BROWDER, president of the ommuzii st’ Political Associationy 
as woll as additional addresses by. CANADAL ome and Max\GQUDICOURE, 
prominent Communist. 3 


Oe ee i el ge a akan 


5 a 


Wa hs subject was conducting classes in "Modern Artw.--Cezanne to the Present" 
"the course in question given by the subject was held at the Jefferson 
" , School of Social Science, located at 575 Astenue of the Ama@icas, New ; 
York City. This institution is a well known Communist front organi- 


os zations 

a ; eine Informantg |__| whose identities 
aa are known to the Bureau, advié j 

; subject's communist activiti 
affairs of the Jefferson 
Washington Carver School / w 
voted to the latter orgé 


be confined mainly to the 
461 Science and the George i 
Of her time and effort being de~ : 


ie FOIA(b) (7) - (D) ae 
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URDEVMOPED Leaps CONT TDENHAL 


NSW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At New York Cityr- 


Will follow and report the Communist activities of the subject, 
and her activities in connectionwith the George Washington Carver School, 
of which she is the directore ' 
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a is INFORMANTS 
A cree LNFORMANTS 


The following Confidential informants were mentioned in the 


“report of Special Agent John Je MaBln6e Gated November 80, 1945 
at New York, New York: SUEY] i 


T~1 EDWARD CARDIFF, Assistant Manager 


Manufacturers Trust Company 


P-2 
e Burean. 


Te3 
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$2 University Place, New York City. 


ose identity is known to 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION aA 


: 


Gwendolyn Bennett7Grosscup, rey, fred Jackson 
Gwendolyn Bennett Jackson, Ruth 


Form No. 1 : 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK os au Wh Fe q Wh 4 wy Fite NO. 100~56529 JRW 
TOTTI IS ent Wd TF ate 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
opus tds 3/2636/1b, | 
NEW YORK 9/2026 FBR Io po sah/u6 JOHN J. MANNING 
TMEGWENDOLYN SENNETI@ With aliases Sen cran er one 


ale INTERNAL SECURITY =. C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject, a negro, claims to have been 


by 048), 


porn 7/8/02 at Giddings, Texas, At the Mectassify 
present time she resides at 2 West 120th 


\ treet, NYC with her husband, RICHARD B. 
es jescssaie, who is a whitemn, Subject's 
oO My /*Rasband was born 7/eu/65"at Dorchester, 
oO Oe Mass, The subject is the present 
; x director of the George Washington Carver 
School, Negro Communist Front Organization, 
located at 57 West 125th Street, NYC. In 
addition, she is a part time lecturer at 
the. Jefferson School of Social Sciences ,575 


Sixth Avenue, NYC, Subject is a member of 


the Harlem Section of the Communist Part 
m un: Jo er CONTALINED 


pia INFORM! ie 
m PH ow HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 
ACERT WHERE SHOWN 


REFERENCE? Bureau file 100=293468. OTHERWISE 
SAC letter #28 seriés”1946, dated March 12, 1916. 
Report of Special Agent JOHN J. MANNING, 11/30/45, 
New York, - : 


DETAILS: At-New York City 


; On June 1h, 1946, the Reporting Agent verified the fact 
: that the subject continues to reside at 2 West 120th 
Street, New York Citys “Tie subject is a negro and her husband, RICHARD B. 
CROSSCUP is a white mane |,“ %, 
‘Sy, é & Ne 
2 Fi ten. Pal 4h, : 
. On the»,same date’as above, it was dete d that the 


: tod 
2 ; 


subject is still thé’ director fof, the George Washington Carver School, Negro |. 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 7 


as pel iN 
3-4 New York ae a uae ~~ P 


_ som 2g i 
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Communist Front Organization, located at 57 West 125th Street, New York City. 
It was also determined that the subject was a part time lecturer at the 
Jefferson School of Social Science, Communist School, located at S75 Sixth 
Avenue, New York Citys 


NY 100~56529 


The records of the WPA, Sub Treasury Building, Pine and 


Nassau Streets, New York City, were reviewed by the Reporting Agent and it 


was determined from these records that the subject, a negro, claimed to have 


‘been born at Giddings, Texas in July 1902. A letter from the Health Department 


at Giddings, Texas to the New York Branch of the WPA indicated that birth 
records were not maintained at Giddings, Texas until 19036 


On June 25, 190, the subject married RICHARD B. CROSSCUP, 


a white man, The files also reflected that the subject, at the present time, 


is employed as the director of the George Washington Carver School in Harlemo 


The records of the Registrar's Office, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts were reviewed by an Agent of the Boston Field jivision 
and the following information concerning RICHARD Bo CROSSCUP was obtained: 


: RICHARD B. CROSSCUP/was born July 2h, 1 at Dorchester, 
Massachusetts, His father's name was/given as LOUIS EDWIMROSSCUP, His 
wother's name being LILLIAN CAMPBELLYCROSSCUP. Dates of birth of the parents 
were notgivens \ r 


The Daily Worker, issue of January ll, 1946, contains an 
article captioned NOTED -NEGROES TO LECTURE AT JEFFERSON SCHOOL. Among those 
listed was the name of_Miss GWENDOLYN BENNETT who will lecture on Art. The 


‘Daily Worker of the same date carried: an advertisement of the Jefferson School 


of Social Science, 575 Sixth Avenue, New York City, indicating that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT would teach a course in Modern Art : CEZANNE TO THE PRESENT» 


The Daily Worker of January 29, 1946 indicated thatthe 
International Workers Order awarded prizes to the George Washington School. 
and the Institute for Jewish Studies. The awards would be pregenited by 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the Carver School, and MORRIS TH{SCIARPES, 


union communist and director of the Institute for Jewish Studies. 


- 26 
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The Daily Worker of January 31, 196 indicated that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the George Washington Carver School, would 
speak on "The Negro in Art" at the Jefferson School on Thursday at 6:30 P.M. 
The article stated that BENNETT was a member of the “merican Artists Congress 
and the Artistst Union, affiliated to the CIO, : 


_ The Daily Worker of February 3, 1946 contains the 
administrative staff of the George Washington Carver School which includes 


.a picture of the subject, 


ice teat Informan ladvised this Office that the - 
Ds Harlem Section Convention of the Communist Party which 
was held March “li, 1946 and also March 3J 1946. The first session was held 
at thé Ethiopian World Federation Auditoiium, 290 Lenox Avenue, New York City 
and the second at 15 West 126th Street, Wew York City. The informant advised 


_ that only members of the Communist. Party; attended, 


upplied this Office with 
One sted thereon were those 
he Section Committee, Subject, 
name included_on the ballot but 
is known to the 


Confidential Informal 
a list of the Communist Party Harlem Se 
individuals nominated for a position on 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was nominated and he 
was not included on the Committee. The 
Bureauo( 
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--UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


RK PELELD DIVISION 


‘os! NEWT 
At New York City 
Will follow and report the Communist activities of the subject, 


and her activities in connection with the George Washington Carver School, 
of which she is the director. 


we 


: 
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SACy New York City ; November 6, 1916 


Directors FBI 


| GWENDOLYN BENNETT, with aliases ALL INFORMATION holes 
INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C PEREIN 18 
(Now York file No. 10056529) DATE. (aye 2-By ey ISH 


. The Bureau desires that in further investigating this subject's 
activities specific attention be given to obtsining admissible evidence which 
will prove directly or cireumstantially her membership in or affiliation with 
the Commnist Party, and knowledge of the revolutionary aims and purposes of 
thet organization. When, in your judgmont, sufficient evidence has been 
obtained you should prepare a report in summary form in which tenporary symbols ( 
\ 


will be used to protect the identity of those informants who are in a osition 


to testify. ' Ris: 
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December 1b, 19LB 


RE:  QWENDOLYN BENNETT, was 


af «ml THTERNAL SECURITY = © 
Hs DK EE Hew York File #100-S6529 


Dear Sir HERE 
BATE. 356 

: A review of the files at the Bureau in connection with this subject 

has revealed that a report has not been received from your office concerning 
the subject since the report of Special Agent 
dated _Q=2Me)6 at __New York — 


While it is realized that existing instructions do not require that 
a report be submitted periodically on Security Index card subjects unless the 
subject is also a top functionary, it is felt that in view of the tense inter- 
national situation at the present time, a new report should be submitted set- 
ting forth the extent of the subject's present activities in connection with 
the Communist Party and related groups in order that the Bureau will be in pos- 
session of current information concerning each one of those subjects who are 
considered a threat to the internal security. 


In submitting the report, the Bureau desires that you incorporate in 
summary form the information contained in your files not previously reported. 
Information of substantive nature only should be set forth and repetitious 
material should be avoided. Where a description of the subject has not been 
reported, that, too, should be included in the report and also placed on the 
reverse side of the Security Index card in,accordance with the instructions 
outlined in SAC Letter No. 57, Series 1948, dated April 10, 1948. 


In the eyent the subject's current address is not the same as that 
which appears on the Security Index card, you should correct the Security 
Index card and forward Form FD-119 to the Bureau in order that the Security 
Index card at the Bureau can be corrected. 


In order that the Security Indéx- will contain only the names of those 
individuals who can be consideréd’to be a threat to the internal security of 
'.» this country, the Bureau desires -that,you:‘carefullly appraise this case and if 
it appears that the subject, based on his present position and activities or 
past position and activities, cannot tbe! considered such as threat, then in ad- 
dition to submitting the report, you: should recommend that the Security Index 
card be canceled. : 


ange 7ee._— 
ee eICATIONS SECTION 
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receive your immediate attention. 


Z 


Very truly yours, 


oe pec 14 1948 PM. 
Quinn fam JEM: TD . 
i : aes FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION Ge ob 


DEPARTMENT OF wsrice 


John Edgar Hoover 


PR, EC vo 140. Director 
N Cane Cetin Pape 


———— aw ee , 


a. ee vei 
Office Mennrandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNM eee 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: November 2, 1949 


FROM : SAC, New York 


SUBJECT: GuENDOLEN beer, Was 
SECURITY MATTER = C 


(Bureau a ym : p? v a5 
# A review = eet file ARS oe that the above named individual 
has: not: been engaged in Communist activities since Mavens 1947.6 ‘ 


on the part of the subject. 


£) (Confidential Informant| __Haviped that GWENDOLIN BENNETT 
had suffered a nervous breakdown in 1947|\and] that it was not known whether 
or not the Carver School would ever reope 


NNETT'S name is being removed 
lice and this case is being 
subect again become active 


In view of the above, GWENDOLY 
from the Key Figure List in the New York 
closed subject to being reopened should . 
in the Communist Party. 


Owing to the past activities o e subject in the Communist 


New York, dated November 2, 1949. 
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THIs od eaiGinatED at NEW YORK NYFucno. 10056529 mth 


REPORT MADE AT 


NEW YORK 


DATE WHEN. MADE -, PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
we 


yam 338/239 i 
MiareaL 4 MELVIN A. THOMPSON 


CHARACTER OF CASE _ 


SECURITY MATTER -C¢ 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subjest, in 1946, was instructor at Jefferson 
School of Social Science, Was also diréctor 
of now defunct George Washington Carver School. 
J-2 advised in February, 1947 that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT is a member of National Cultural 
Commission of CP. Tl in September, 1947, ad~ 
vised that Carver School closed and’ that subj— 
ect suffered nervous breakdown, Tady. T-5, 
and T-6 have advised that periodical checks 
from December, 1947 to October, 1949, failed 

8 to disclose any CP activity of the subjecte 

gon T-4 and T-6 state subject is still residing 

with husband, RIC. OSSCUP, at Two West 

SG TMPORMATION CONTAYRGED 120th Street and is uhbmployed./ 
(oon ISUNCLAGSIFIED ¢ 


HRCEPT HERE SHOW - ~C- 
(UHERWISE =” ee 
REFERENCE: Bureau file 100-293468 


Bureau letter, 12/14/48 
saa of SA JOHN J. MANNING, New York, 9/20/46 


DETAIIS: The catalog of the Jefferson School of Social Science 
for September - December, 1946, reflects that the 
subject will be an instructor at the school, 


On November 22, 1946, Confidential Informant T~l, of 
known aa advised that GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the a 


APPROVED ANI PEGIAL AGENT 
rem Load IN CHARGE 


quae DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES: 


COPIES DESTROYED 


“R.HO JAN 25 genes or meena © @ 7 “ead y Whe a LY = ve 


G+ = Bureau AOR 


ree Qe eas 2 Ib 
3 = New York ee NOY 3 1949 LD) 


aN ca = . 
; ov a N UJ" if 1 U we 49) CA wacormmamsrmnanoarios = 72088 
— 
NW 51904 Docld:34288938 Page 142 


NY 10056529 


Washington Carver School, was planning to attend the Eastern States Conference 
on Education on November 23 and 24, 1946, at Communist Party Headquarters, 
35 East 12th Streeta FZ) : 


The "Daily Worker" issue of January 14, 1947, reported that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, director of the George Washington Carver School, announced 
that 6,000 persons have taken advantages of the school's educational op- 
portunities over the past three years, She also reported that some new 
courses were to started and that the instructors and guast lecturers 
N, RA NS BOROUGH, HENRA-WINSTON, MAXXWEISS, -GHARIES 

RONG. 


Ss On February 21, 1947, Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
4 advised that GWENDOLYN BENNETT is a member of the National Cultural Commission 
“of the Communist Party. 


The catalog of the Jefferson School of Social Science for April 
and June, 1947 listed GWENDOLYN BENNETT as a faculty member of this institution, 


Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, advised that-all 
instructorg and guest lecturers at the Jefferson School of Social Science 
are either’ Comminist Party members or strong Communist sympathizers. 

a ae ¢ . 


| " “4 Qi Séptember 17, 1947, Confidential Informant T-1 advised that 

| the George Washington Carver School discontinued operation, Informant said 
the school'was deeply in debt, that the director of the school, GWENDOLYN ~ 
BENNETT, -had-suffered a nervous breakdown and no one knew where she was 
living ‘at ‘this -time. Rtn 

-__-*Qn-November 4, 1947, Confidential Informant T4,, of know 

reliability, advised that the Gsorge Washington Carver School had closed 
its doors and “discontinued its activities due to the lack of- funds, :---" 


From December, 1947 to October, 1949, Confidential Informants 
T4, T-5, and T-6, 411 of known reliability, advised that they have made 
periodical checks to ascertain whether the Seorge Washington School has 
renewed operations and that they found that the school is definitely 
out of existence and will not be reopened, 


In 


advised that he had 
ormer director of 


from reliable sources school, 


NY 100~56529 
uy L 


is suffering from a nervous breakdown and is somewhat mentally unbalanced 
and that she is no longer connected with any activities of the Communist 
Party. 


va Confidential Informant T~4 and T~6 advised in August, 1949 that 

“ the subject is: suffering from a narvous breakdown and is no longer connected 
with any activities of the Communist Party, Informants stated that the 
subject is residing at Two West 120th Street, New York City, with her husband, 
RICHARD CROSSCUP, and that she is confining herself to her SpAYenOnY and 
what she is unemployed. 


x 


On October 5, 1949, Mrs. GIADYS M. ALEXANDER, Two West 120th 
Street, New York City, was interviewed under pretext and Mrs. ALEXANDER 
stated that GVENDOLYN BENNETT is in "poor health" and seldom leaves her 
apartment. She stated that the subject is a housewife and that for the 
-past two years the subject and her husband have "kept to themselves" 
and have had very few visitors. 


On October 14, 1947, Confidential Informant T+6 advised that he 
é had ascertained from reliable sources in Harlem that the subject was 
jk "through with the Communist Party" and was only interested in her own 
affairs as a wife and her duties as a housewife. 
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ca : 4 CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS 
The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of SA MELVIN Ao 
THOMPSON, at New York, dated woyo i949 are as follows: 
. Tl (PL__|t 
1-2 At ~~ I 
: T-3 Ke who reported to 


SA CHARLES F. HEINER. 


| | who reported to 


ETANK Je SMITH. 


who reported to 
SA ALEXANDER C. BURLINSON. 


| sd who reported to 


RS JOAN J. MANNING and 
MELVIN A. THOMPSON, 
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. ch ee 
Hnitea States Department of Justice , 


Federal Burean of Investigation 
New York 7, New York 


go 


12-20-49 RH- 
ee 


RE; DETCOM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Director, FBI 


CWENDOLYS BENNETT, was. ER 
SECURITY MATTER - C ed 


Dear Sir: 


For your information the above captioned individual on whom 
a Security Index card has been prepared by this office has foxmerly been . “ 
designated for priority attention in the event of an emergency necessita-> 
ting apprehénsion of persons listed in the Security Index. =~. sh 
ony ae al 
However, inasmuch as she is no longer being-considered a Key 
Figure in this office, her name is being removed fromsthis ergup at a 
this time. ——S ° ee Fee, 


: 6 onl Very truly yours, 3 ee . 
. 7 FIED Bt — ‘ e 
me ef. 
; EDWARD SCHEID?, 
SAC Cc 


t. 


ce: + 100-56529 


Jur: HOEY, 


f soo-s0sue : : ' \/o 4 7 AGS 406 MY 


RECORDED - 114 DEL 15 1949 


5 UDEC 27 1949 
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FD-122 
(10-19-49) 


iS GOVERNMENT 


Office Memorandum + owrre: 


TO : Director, FBI DATE: 12-13-49 \ 
ont SAC, New York 
Q 
s : GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. Oy: os 
SECURITY MAPTER —'¢ LE: Lark #f Te wa, 
Bufile #100-293468 # apne | iL 
~)+ SO en aranTes © La ws 
os ha 198, Dis 
[a 


Un 
went Gl 2: BY 
pate, 24) fee 
It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual, 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALIASES 


RACE __ SEX NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST. SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM, __ TAB FOR COMSAB 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


_ 7 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address). f) 
Jefferson School, ef Social Science (Teaching one night a week a 


575 Sixth Avenues, New York, New York © Wednesday night) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) 


| Wenereg- /S 


100-56529 7 . : ee 
SIFEB2 i960 awl 
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: 


‘, 


TO 


RACE 


NATURE 


VJB:DAA 
100~565' 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY. INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE____ 
hw MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 
TAB FOR DETCOM 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH > 


t* a 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of, employing concern and address ) 


ew York Cit: OR L= . \ 


-FD-122 
4 (10-19-49) 


—_" 2s 
i ew Py 
Office Memorindum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


: Director, FBI DATE: AUG 29 1950 


SAC, New York 


. GWENDOLYN LEON was. ee: Zs Vy pl 


SECURITY MATTER - C eee 
Bufile 100-293)68 q- J~ SOK fa eres aii 


GATE. 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above captioned individual. 


The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be ( 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) . 


ALIASES 


SEX. NATIVE BORN. NATURALIZED ALIEN : 


RS = ; : 
TAB FOR COMSAB = 9 
1e oo ; 


a RO 
= P 
° 
i a = 


. 
[sal 
= 


oy 


Department, 38 East 1st Street, | 


+ s oh 


my . 
OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic and Vital Industry List) z ‘ 


00-24 SYLE — : 
44 oY Pai REB6R DED ; g | ae 30 1860 . 


1, SEP22 1950 sat | 
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, spin om (1-281) 
Office Nepineaiion * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : Director, FBI (100-2931,68) DATE: April 19, 1952 
FROM YF New ae (100-56529) 
SUBJECT: GY caine BENNETT, was. 


SECURITY MATTER - C Card U. 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 7D, 


S/. &, Pr 
renalia eon ae 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be eepered on the 
above-captioned individual. 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
: changed as follows: (Specify change only) 

NAME 

ALIASES 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 


COMMUNIST ._ SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE , SEX 


DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


Ud} 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


zoe Union of U.S. Inc. Mailing and suteripbig Dept. 


° 355 Fast Ist Street (lth Floor), nrc himon tire as &s. Crowscup) 


=e bard 
NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facilfty List). = 
= 
RESIDENCE ADDRESS . 
ee: “os RECORDED»? ee -27ILGG- 17 


| ‘iCipp.28 1052 be, 
POWAY 1952 BALI hg of 


yo? | aa 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 = 


- Office Nees ¢ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : ° Director, FBI (100-293168) DATE: §6/h1/53 
PROM SAC, New York (100-56529) 
| Y 7A . 
al suBJECT: “ GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was Poe: 
yn SM - C 
\e SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM Ge-/ 
NEW YORK DIVISION ALL IRPORIRSTIONS SUNN ro 


peers et dav. 6 


In connection with the Security ‘Informant Program in 
the New York Division RES following information is submitted. 


Background ARS» Ric HARD peso? G.ILR- 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT CROSSCUP, a negress, claims to have “5 
been born 7/8/02 at Giddings, Texas. She is married to RICHARD ' 
3¢cROSSCUP, “Ww white, born 7/2/05. She is reported to have attended 
ab ,Columbia Teachers College, New York City and to have graduated 
from Pratt Institute, Brooklyn, New York in 192h. She is also 
reported to have studied at Julien Academy, Paris, France in 
1925 and 1926, snd at Barnes Foundation, Marion, Pa. during 
1927 and 1928. 


Information received in October 1952 indicates _she is _ 
eee ed'in the Sor ee department of Consumers Union of 
nth 


Communist Activity 


Subject was listed in the winter term 19ll Catalogue . 
of the Jefferson School of Social Science, New York eas an 
instructor. This catalogue also identified her as Directa of 
the George Washington Carver School in New York. It is noted 
that both schools have been cited by the Attorney General as 
organizations coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


In 191 during the course of an investigation conducted = 
by the Works Progress Administration it was reported by a source 
of unknown reliability. that the subject was s member of the Com-~ 
munist Party Publicity Cofumittee - for the New York District ‘in 
1936, 1937 and 1938, \avlogher® informant of unknown reliability 


reorted GBBtovERe supsest™ wagukhown to him as a Communist Party 


Submit es ee +9 RECORDED-97 eA RB ce 7-/ 8 
oF 


Date 2 Sé—aS 35) NOEXED-97 A LO eo 


3 : SNES weveiae 
ra id Hee r 4 
if sasusigete” Ay a 


MEEBA G3 JUL 
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member in 191. She was also reported by several sources to have 
been a delegate to the National Negro Congress Convention in 
Philadelphie in 1937. The National Negro Congress has been cited 
by the Attorney General as coming within the purview of Executive 
order 9835. It was also reported during the course of the WPA 
investigation in 1941 that she had campaigned in Pittsburgh in 
1940 for JAMES FORD, CP candidate for Vice President of the 
United States in 1940. 


She was during the veriod of 193 to 1947 the director 
of the George Washington Carver Séhool, It is noted that the 
school closed in late 1917 due to lack of funds. In 197 she 
was reliably revorted to be a member of the National Cultural 
Commission of the Communist Party. 


During the course of an investigation conducted in 1941 
by the WPA concerning the subject it was alleged by en individual 
of unknown reliability that RICHARD CROSSCUP, subject's husband 
was a member of the Communist Party in the year 1935. In this 
same investigetion it was alleged that CROSSCUP was seen in the 
Communist Party offices on 13th Street, New York City in the 
year 1938. : 


In December 196 a reliable informant advised thet 
RICHARD CROSSCUP was teaching at the George Washington Carver 
School. 


The 196 issues of "Fraternal Outlook", monthly 
publication of the International Workers Order identified 
RICHARD CROSSCUP as National Director of Children's Activities 
for the IWO. He has been reported to have worked for the IWO 
until March 1951. His present occupation is unknown. The IWO 
has been cited by the Attorney General as an organization coming 
within the purview of Executive Order 9835. 


In April 196 a reliable informant advised that RICHARD 
CROSSCUP attended the Harlem Section Convention of the Communist 
Party held 3/1-3/l46. The informant related that RICHARD CROSSOUP 
signed the register: at the Convention and stated that all persons 
who signed the register were members of the Communist Party. 


eee 


ea se ne 
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Recently a reliable Confidential Informant of this 
office advised that up until the closing of the George Washington 
Carver School the subject had been its director, He reported that 
prior to the closing of this school the subject had engaged in a 
cara game with persons outside the Communist Party and lost: a 
considerable amount of money which belonged to the school. When 
an audit was made of the books of the school the shortage was 
discovered. The subject confessed to his actions, but was unable 
to make up the loss. She became quite uvset about this_and is 
reported to have suffered a nervous breakdown. At the time the 
Shortage was discovered the party leadership was quite alarmed 
and’ did not make any issue of it in order to prevent a break in 
morale in the Party. The informant stated that the leadership 
did not even bring this information to the attention of the 
Review Commission of the Party, for fear of embarrassment. 


According to the informant the subject was inactive for 
a few years after the above mentioned incident, but according to 


present information he has received she is now an part me 
at the Jefferson School of Social Science In New York. The infor- 
m as advised that anyone instruct: at the Jefferson School 


would also have to be active in the Communist Party. 


Pian of Approach 


The subject will be approached in a direct manner, at 
a secure vlace, away from her residence and employment. She will 
be interviewed by two agents. 


Buresu authority is requested so that the subject can 


be interviewed in accordance with exisitng Bureau instructions 
relating to interviews under the Security Informant Program. 


é 


pe 


ek 
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ing fo ee, 
| STANDARD FORM NO, 64 Ne 


Ee 


| Office Meco ° UNITED STATL GOVERNMENT 


. TO > ,Director, FBI (10C-293468) 
| FROM lhe New York (100-56529) 


OQ 
SUBJECT: GYENDQLYN BENNETT, was. 


DATE: 9/23/53 


. SM-C 
SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM = 
| NEV YORK DIVISION. ~ 
| A 
Oy Re NY letter to Director dated 6/4/53. 
{ Attempts to interview the subject in accordance ‘with existing 
1 instructions relative to interviews under the Scurity Index Program 
have been unsuccessful to date, : 
New York wil! continue to effect the above interview and 


“as soon as results are obtained the Bureau will be notified, 


AER INFORMATION CONTAINED > 


RERES 18 UN 
BATE, (Le qe “LOH Killa! 


‘ MFE: RSM 
FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
7 Use, te 
‘Bap 2 a 
at iegy *Eoniy aut we 
“OS 1S 00 ur 
cara WALD 
RECORDED-74 9 - 278. aie A 
® loses 
24 rt 
53 OCT1 19531 | _ 


eae ere | 
NW? 51904 Docid:34288933 Page 153 


FEDERAL BUREAU 


Form No.1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 
REPORT MADE AT pare eos pei Pedeaees : REPORT MADE BY , 
NEW YORK 11/5/53) 10/6,8,12,1b,2 /53 MATHIAS F. ERIEG 


TITLE 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


“SECURITY MATTER-C 


A | 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Subject i 


advised that she resides at 
and is employed by Consumers Uni 


Inc., at 
to confirm or deny any 
the U.S. Govt. 


Subject wa 
minated the interview by 1 


» at which time she 

2 West 120th St, NYC, 
on of the U.S., 
et, NYC. Subject refused 
CP membership. She claims to be loyal to 
3 evasive to questions asked and ter- 
eaving interviewing agents. 


nterviewed 10/27/53 


38 East ist Stre 


{ 
648 ini aise 
Pe: 


AGENCY — DECLASSIFIED BY_| 
Reg, RECD ogo St — -~ ¢ rires ash 
re FORW. —"g - on__} 9.1.61 2-— 
DAT OR. —gBs 
DETAILS : e On October 27, 1953, subject was interviewed at the 


corner of Second Avenu 


city, by 


Subject advised that 
2 West 120th Street, New York City, 


by the Consumers Union 
Street, New York City. 


The subject refus 
She advised that any inf 
these same lines concern 


membership. 


and that she would not 


ject stated that she is loyal to the Unite 
has never been anything but loyal to the U. 


give direct answers to 
States in the event Uni 
fhe subject terminated 


e and First Street, New York 
SNYDER and the reporting agent. 
she resides with her husband at 
and stated that she is employed 
of the United States, Inc., 38 East First 


SA EDWARD C. 


ed to confirm or deny Communist Party 
ormation she could give along 
ing other individuals would be supposition 
offer suppositions concerning anyone. Sub 

d States Government and 

S. She refused to 
questions concerning loyalty to the United 

ted States were involved in a war with Russia. 
the intervifew by departing from the interview- 


eacioeat aoe) Meare - c =  pqNiBG tim, 
Mromuanaes,_\ea\ 7 Fe) ores Gane egy Lia RSET ES rea ernces 
cores DESTROY | 00 TBF 2 YbSt ep _RECORIED - 51 
ail30 BGPP IN FILE AL) derek 2 | B24, 
areau (100-293l49) (RM)7PAR Hons NOved es ee | 
_3-New York (2100-56529) ¥ St gy . MeN es (We 
ay a VE bac 
KRDFCL 153.0 | SE lh 


PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIALSREPORT, AN 
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. : ne 


E NOTIT@SBE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


& 
BQ 


TS CONTENTS “ARE-LOANED “TO! YOU BY. THE FBI AND, £8 


U. $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE — 1G—5OZOH-2 


WY 100-56529 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


| REFERENCE: NY report of SA MELVIN A. THOMPSON, 11/2/h9. 
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STAZDARD Fo NO, 64 % cy 
Office Memorandum + uNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
‘ ro Director, FBI (100-293468) DATE: 11/5/53 
Us om + SAC, New ook (100-56529) tif er 
SUBJECT: GHENDOLYH BENNETT , wasiged WY Qn oe at ENTIAL 
2 BLL REVAMATOD RAVAUES * 


cons CURTTY INFORMANT PROGRAM | ESRESE 18 Gi ASIA 
i bhi EL BY, Lib L Dia 


see wT ReNYletters to Bureau, 6/4/53 and 9/23/53. fe 


ee 

ose Subject was contacted under safe and secure conditions on the 
corner of Second Avenue and First Street, NYC, at approximately 9:10 am 
10/27/53, by SA'S EDWARD C, SNYDER and MATHIAS F. ERIEG. After the 
interviewing agents identified themselves and advised the subject 
of her rights, she admitted her identity and during the ensuing con- 
versation advised that she and her husband reside at 2 West 120th 
St, NYC, and that she is employed by Consumers Union of the U.S., 
Ine., 38 Fast First Street, NYC. 


: She was not cooperative in that she repeatedly stated 
that she had no information about herself or husband that the FBI 
does not already have. When discreetly advised that she was not 
in a position to know the extent of the information in the Bureauts 
and that it was desired that information be obtained directly from 
her concerning herself or any acquaintances in an effort to further 
substantiate or refute any information in the Bureau's possession. 
She merely repeated her original statement that she was sure that 
she had no information that is not already in the Bureauts possession. 


When auestioned as to Party membership, subject refused 
to affirm or deny any CP membership. She was evasive to all 
questions and replied to questions referring to CP membership 
that such questions were supposition. 


‘It is to be noted tha 
the subject as a member of the /Harlem 


in March, 196 described 
ection of the CPigé 


ning her loyalty to the U.S. Govern- 
ment, the subject replied that} she is loyal to the U.S. and has Hl 

J Pp 
never been anything but 10%al to the U.S. When questioned concem- tk 
ing her loyalty to the U.S. 2 uthe event the US. became involved 
in a wer with Russia, she e¥ a@ direct answer to this question 

1G : 

and stated that she Loy ® ie the.U.S. and has never been any- 
S44 ‘ : 


When questioned conc 


Ob. 
onan ) ECotiog -- pe /00-| 272 167-20 
MFE: ARE .90 é BER V2A oes gy NOV oo 2 


ay a' 


5 Q NOV 24 1959; nl FOIA(b) (7) - - 


\ 
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Letten,.to,Director, FBI 
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Subject was asked for information concerning her husband's 
Party activities, to which she replied such questions were supposition 
and that she was not in 4 position to offer suppositions concerning 


anyone. 


At this point the subject terminated the interview by 
stating that she would have no information that the Bureau does 
not already have and further that anything she could offer about 
others would be supposition and that she would not give suppositions 
concerning anyone. The subject thereafter departed and proceeded 
directly to her employment at 38 East First Street, NYC. 


It is recommended that the subject not be recontacted 
due to her failure to cooperate in that she gave evasive answers 
and terminated the interview by walking away from the interviewing 


agents. 


Weg oS a 7 yore a aoe ted tes, v2 
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CORDED - 78 Director, FBI (100-293468) ~AO 


eile 


Winterrowd — 
Tele. Room — 
Hotloman — 


SAC, New ‘York (100-56529) 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


November 25, 1953 


Re report of SA Mathias F. Erieg dated 


November 5, 1953, setting forth 
interview with the subject. 


the results of an 


Prior to closing this case you are requested 
to submit a report incorporating all information 
developed regarding subject's activities subsequent 
touoe report of SA Melvin A. Thompson dated November 2, 

9, 


MAILED 


NOV 2 5 1953 
COMM. FBI 


arte 2 30 phate 


badcr’ Ick 
TDR:g18 bf BE anes 


MECRIARS oNvIT BOON 


Mine Gandy 58 DEC1 1953 
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Pen ree 


i 2 | a | vom 
- = § ae ‘ 
, . FEDEnaAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
THils CASE ORIGINATED AT” : NEW YORK * < EXM 
rl REPORT MADE AT pete PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 
NEW YORK = JAN|1 1 ‘t95q Be ta THOMAS J. CROKE, dR. 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


at BS 


GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. a3an ‘SECURITY MATTER - C 

aero Teele ae 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS'\ Sub ject resides ‘at 2 West 120th Street, NYC, and is 
employed {by Consumers Union of ‘the US, Inc., 38 East First . 
Street, NYC. Source of unknown reliability reported on 11/11/53 
that the subject was a member of the CP prior to 1940. Records 
of the Board of Elections, NYC, reflect that the name RUTH GALE, 
344 Lenox Avenue, NYC, appeared on a 1939 CPNP. Catalogue of 
JSSS8 reflects subject was an instructor at thst sohool LOZ, 
1949 and 1950. : 


Ma 2 : s THPOTATTON CONTA 
=o : ual , psa 15 UNCL ssi hy 
j -C- HECECT WHERE sHUWa 


fee acm A OTHEHWISH . 
DETAILS: Unléss oth fwisé indicated all informants in this 
report are of known reliability. 5 aan 


AGENCY. — ie 
REQ. REC'D ————5— 
UND DATE FORW. —42#- 2. Sf 
Lee HOW FORW. —2= 

BY 


A. Employment 


On November 2, 1949 T-1 advised that GWENDOLYN : 
BENNETT was teaching two classes every Wednesday night at 
the Jefferson School of Social Science. He stated that to 
his knowledge this was her only employment. k 


The Jefferson School of Social Science has been 
designated by the Attorney General as an orgenization pursuant 


to Executive Order 10450. \ 


APPROVED AND A SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: OLED IN CHARGE DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES _ 
OPIES DESTR *e IG2 46 \— FR 
ss ok LI fbO ATS 7 Oe , 
| 


Cortes or THis Reront Jy, hay va 
 (3)- Bureau (100-293468) (RM), 
, : 4) iL, 
3 = New York (10048652957 41, “2, A we 
+e “4) 9 \4 " 

COPY IN FILE Fie. gga 


PROPERTY. 4 AG OeyTiat WRERa 
AGENCY TO WHER UBntadreee = 


i | 
Fe ANE, LOANED:TO YQU BY THE FBI ANS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 


| Sree Ponca a or Me 
v. 5. covetiiubdt,cealtiza rts By y26--H9255-£ 
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, i MD ORD AL 
On March 16, 1950 T-2 furnished information that 
indicated aheRossour, 2 West 120th Street, New York City PUL. 


was employed. by the Consumers Union of the United States, 
Incorporated, 38 East First Street, New York City, for the 


year 1949. 


On October 27, 1953 the subject was interviewed 
by SAs EDWARD C. SNYDER and MATHIAS F. ERIEG, at which time 
she advised that she was employed by the Consumers Union of 
the United States, Incorporated, at 38 East First Street, a 
New York City. Goce 


B. Residence : 
‘ 3 

On May 7,-1951 T-3, of unknown reliability but in a 

position to be familiar with the subject, advised that GWENDOLY? 


BENNETT resided at 2 West 120th Street, New York City. 


; On October 27, 1953 the subject was interviewed by 
SAs SNYDER and ERIEG, at which time she advised that she 
resided with her husband at 2 West 120th Street, New York 
City. : 


II. CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


A. Evidence of Comnunist Party Membership 


On November 11, 1953 T-4, of unknown reliability 
but who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
advised that the subject was already a member of the Comaunist 
Party when the informant joined ithe Party about 1940. BENNETT, 
according to the informant, stated that the informant's joining 
the Party was the finest thing the informant had ever done. 


: On September 15, 1953 T™5, of unknown reliability 
but a person in a position to have knowledge of .the subjectis 
activities between the years.1937 and 1939, advised that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, a Negro artist, was a self-admitted 
Communist Party member who advised the informant that she had 
gone’ to a Communist Party school. . 


= a es 
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B. Evidence of Communist Party Sympathy 


The records of the Board of Elections, New York" "il 
City, reflect that the name RUTHYGALE, 344 Gefiox Avenue, New 
york city! Ppeared on a_1949..6.0 nist Party Independent 


Nominating Petition for BENJAMIN J. DAVIS. Who was a candidate 


‘for Crty Councilman in Manhattan. 


TIT. SUBJECT'S ACTIVITY IN CONNECTION 
WITH COMMUNIST PARTY FRONT GROUPS 


A. Subjectts Activity in Connection with 


the Jefferson School of Social Science 


The catalogue of the Jefferson School of Social 
Science for the September - December 1947 term reflects that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, BS in Fine Arts, Columbia; Fellowship 


‘Academic Julian, Paris; Director, George Washington Carver 


School, appeared on a list of instructors and guest lecturers. 


: The "Daily Worker" issue of November 23, 1949, page 
8, col 1, under the heading, Whatts On," reflected that 
Picass ya would be discussed by GWENDOLYN BENNETT at the 
Jefferson School, 575 Sixth Avenue, at 6:45 p.m. 


The "Daily Worker" is an East Coast Communist datly 
newspaper. 


On November 17, 1949 T-2 furnished a booklet issued 
by the BEN DAVIS Ball Committee entitled "A Tribute to 
Councilman BENJAMIN J. DAVIS." The name GWENDOLYN BENNETT 
appeared on a list of faculty under the caption, "Gree tings 
from the Jefferson School.” 


The catalogue of the Jefferson School of Social 
Science for the winter 1950 term reflects that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETT was instructing a course entitled "How to Look at 
Pictures: Art Appreciation" on Wednesdays from 8:15. to 9:45— 
p-Mo 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 8, 1950, page 


5, colum 1, under the heading, "What's On," reflects that 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT would discuss “How to Look at Pictures: Art 


6p A I3E bE - 2! 
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The "Daily Worker" issue of October 4, 1950, page” 
8, column 4, under the heading "Tonight Manhattan," reflects 
that the culture of Negro people would be discussed by 
pia aera BENNETT at the Jefferson School, 575 Sixth Avenue, 
at 8:30 p.m. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of November 22, 1950, page 
8, column 3, reflects an advertisement for the Jefferson 
School of Social Science that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was teaching 
a course entitled "The Culture of the Negro People" on 
Wednesdays at 8:30 p.m. 


é On February 15, 1951 T-6 furnished information 

that indicated the subject participated in a program sponsored 
by the Jefferson School of Social Science celebrating Negro 
History Week held on Sunday, February 11, 1951. 


; The "Daily Worker" issue of December 6, 1951, page 
8, column 5, under the caption "Reception Sunday for CHARLES 


WHITE," reflects that one GWENDOLYN NNETT was one of eight persons 
_ participating in a tribute to CHARLES}WHITE, Negro artist,- to /¢ ; 


be paid at a reception sponsored by the Jefferson School and. p 
"Masses and Mainstream." 


The "Daily Worker" of September 29, 1950, page ll, 
column 5, reflects that the Jefferson School of Social Science 
announced that CHARLES WHITE, noted Negro people's artist, 
joined its art workshop faculty as a regular instructor 
beginning with the fall term to teach "painting and drawing" 
and life drawing on Monday and Friday evenings. 


"Masses and Mainstream" has been cited as the 
successor to “New Masses," "a Communist magazine," by the 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, House 
Report No. 1953, on the Congress of American Women, April 26, 
1950 (originally released October 23, 1949), page 75. 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 8, 1952, page 
8, column 1, reflects that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was scheduled to 
give a reading and an analysis of "working class poets of the 
Negro people" dedicated to the celebration of Negro History 
Week at the Jefferson School of Social Science on February 10 
at 10:00 p.m. 


NY 100-56529 


a} 
B. Subject!s Activity in Connection , * , 
with thé American Labor Party f 


The "Guide to Subversive Organizations and 
Publications," dated May ll, 1951, prepared and released by 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House 
of Representatives, Washington, D. ¢., contains the following 
concerning the American Labor Party: : : 


1, ‘For years, the Communists have ‘put forth the 
greatest efforts to capture the entire American Labor Party 
throughout New York State. They succeeded in capturing the 
Manhattan and Brooklyn séctions of the American Labor Par ty 
but outside of New York City they have been unable to win ‘ 
control.! (Special Committee ‘on Un-American Activities, 
Report, March 29, 1944, page 78.) ; 


; "2, Among torganizations that are victims ‘of 
Communist domination.' (California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, 1948, pages 4O and h1.)" 


The records of the Bureau of Special Services and 
Investigation, New York City Police Department, as reviewed 
on December 11, 1953 reflect that the name GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
2 West 120th Street, New York City, appeared on an American 
Labor Party Nominating Petition for CLIFFORD T, McAVOY, — 
candidate for President of the City Council in 1951. 


CG. Subjectts Activity in Connection 
with the George Washington Carver School 


The George Meshes ee Carver School has been 
designated by the Attorney eneral as an organization 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. ; 


On November 11, 1953 T-4 advised that the subject 
in the early 1940's became the head of the Carver School in 
Harlem at the time when the Communist Party was establishing 
similar schools all over America. The informant stated that 
4t wasthe subject's duty to direct the school, build up a 
large student body that would also aid in raising funds for 
its existence, and to interest as many leading people in Harlem 
as possible to become members of the sponsoring committee. 


UCC ATLA 
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On November 23, 1953 T-4 further advised that!!! 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT remained the head of the Carver School 
until sometime in 1946, at which time she became desperately 
despondent, according to the informant, and was mixed up in 
great financial difficulties. The Party, according to the 
informant, relieved the subject of her job as director of 
the school because of these difficulties. 


D. Subjectts Activity in Connection with the 

National Council of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
The National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions has been cited as a Communist front by the 
Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, Review of 
the Scientific and Cultural Conference for World Peace ’ 
arranged by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions and held in New York City on March 25, 26 and 27, 
1949, House Report No. 1954, April 2b, 1950 (originally 
released April 19, 1949), page 2. ; 


On January 17, 1953 T-7 advised that GWENDOLYN 
BENNETE was one of the panel speakers at a conference on 
equal rights for Negroes in the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
sponsored by the National Council’of the Arts, Sciences and 
Professions and held on November 10, 1951. 


EB. Subjectts Activities in Connection with 
the American Women for Peace 


The American Women for Peace has been cited as “an 
‘advance wave to establish a beachhead for other left-wing 
organizations scheduled to descend on Washington in observance 
of a Communist-declared "peace week" by the Congressional 
Committee on Un-American Activities, House Report No. 378, on 
the Communist "Peace" Offensive, April 25, 1951, original 
date April 1, 1951, page 75. 


On August 9, 1951 T-8 furnished information that 
indicated the subject was a New York contact of the American 
Women for Peace. 
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F. Subjectts Activity in Connection with 
the International Workers Order , 


The International Workers Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General as an organization pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


On April 17, 1950 T-2 furnished information that 
indicated GWENDOLYN BENNETT, born 1901, was a member of 
International Workers Order Lodge 691 as of March 1950. 


; On April 6, 1951 T-2 advised that GWENDOLYN BENNETT, 
educator and artist, addressed a meeting of International 
Workers Order Lodge 500 on Friday, February 9, 1951. This 
meeting was in honor of Negro History Week and the subject 
spoke of three historic uprisings for freedom from slavery 

by the Negro people. 


IV. MISCELLANEOUS 


The "Daily Worker" issue of February 11, 1953, page 
7, column 3, under the heading "Information Please Forum on 
Negre History" reflects that GWENDGLYN BENNETI would participate 
in a round table of questions and answers on Negro life and 
history to be held Thursday, February 12, 1953 at 124 West 
12th Street, New York City. 


7-9, 7-10, T-11, T-12, T-13 and T-14, all of whom 
have some knowledge of Communist Party activity in the New 
York City area, advised that they had no information pertaining 
to the subject. 
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INFORMANTS 


Identity of 
Source 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE . 


Date of Activity 


and/or 


Description of 


Information 


Employment, 
JSSS, 11/49 


Wi thholding 


statement for. 
G. CROSSCUP, 2 
West 120th St, 
Nyc, for 1949 


Greetings to 
BENJAMIN DAVIS.. 


1949 


General office 
membership list, 
IWO Lodge 691, 


dated 3/50 


The "Voice of 500," 4/6/51 
a publication of 
Lodge 500, IWO, 


reflecting 


BENNETT's address- 
ing Lodge 500 on 


2/9/51 
PH 3 Residence 
Pretext phi 
call made 
home of s et 
on 5/7/51 


\ 
\ 
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GP membership 


about 190 


Head of Carver 
School 1940's 


Pageltégb) (7) - (D) 


Date 
Received 


11/2/49 


3/16/50 


11/17/49 


4/17/50 


5/7/51 


11/12/53 


ee 


{) 


Agent to 
Whom 
Furnished 


MELVIN A. 
THOMPSON 


HERBERT P. 
LARSON 


HERBERT P. 
LARSON 


EVERETT? K. 
DEANE 


JOHN W. 


DOOLEY 


EDWARD R. 
TULLY 


File No. 
Where 
Located 


100-56529- 
86 


100~56529- 
90 


100~23825- 
1all3 


100«2936- 
1a645 


100-2 936- 
1a271 


_ 100-56529- 
98 


al 
© 
my 
= 
a! 
= 
\ 
c 
) 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


Identity of ate of Activity Date Agent to File No. 
Source nd/or Received Whom Where 
escription of Furnished Located 


| T-5 ubject self- 9/15/53 HERBERT P. 100-56529- 
FLORENCE ANNA} Jjadmitted CP LARSON and 112 

ember and FRANK J. 

attended CP NOWLAN 

school sometime (oral) 

Village, Jam a, between 


Lr 1937-39 
Mimeographed copy 2/15/51 EDWARD W. 100#806)0- 
of a leaflet BUCKLEY 1064 


issued by JSSS_ 
entitled "Negro 
History Week" 


Summary of 1/17/52 JAMES BE. 100-93553- 
conference on GIBLER 733 

equal rights for 

Negroes in the 

arts, sciences 

and professions 


11/10/51 | 


List of NY con- 8/9/51 JOSEPH P. 100~98781- 
tacts copied by McCANN 379 
informant from : 

files of AWP at 

its office, 1186 

Broadway, on 8/7/51 


Negative 12/11/53 ALEXANDER C. Ins tant 
BURLINSON report 
(oral) 

Negative 12/11/53 ALEXANDER C. Instant 
BURLINSON report 
(oral) 


yee eae Seats 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


om 


Identity of Date of Activity Date Agent to 
Source-;,...,- and/or Received Whom 
ST Description of Furnished 
— Information 
Negative 12/9/53 JOHN W. 
DOOLEY 
, (oral) 
Negative 12/9/53 JOHN W. 
: DOOLEY 
(oral) 
12/9/53 RICHARD H. 
BLASSER 
12/21/53 RICHARD H. 
BLASSER 


REFERENCES: 


File No. 
Where 
Located 


Ins tant 
report 


Ins tant 


report 


Instant - 
report 


Ins tant 
report 


MATHIAS F,. ERIEF, New York, 11/5/53 


dated 11/25/53 


teeter 
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> 
Office Memorandum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Director, FBI (100=293468) DATE: |, /26/55, 
SAC, New York (100-56529) vard eee 


oe) 
GWENDOLYN BENNETT, was. 
SM-C oa) RUEDRMATION CONTAINER 


5 1) 18, UNSLASSIEED a 
TE abet TN. ef 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


ss The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
—— changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALIASES 
NATIVE BORN z NATURALIZED. ALIEN 
COMMUNIST. SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE, 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) a 
2 3 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEXS = 
eo 23 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH & 2 3 
: 5 op = 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) = a 
wteonsumers Union of U.S., Inc. 5 8 ka 
ow . 
(yre5é Washington Street, New York, N.Y. 9s 


KEY FACILITY DATA: ae fa 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER RESP! IBILITY ———.. 


_ INTERESTED AGENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


Al "  »» NOT RECORDED re 
RGS: MTR \t ‘@ APR 27 1955 
; ¥ vk 
iT SEG 
@2 MAY 19 1955, CG : sone met a\c Wy 
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(Oifice Mem andum + oxrrs 
ae : 


ay 
| | TO + Director, FBI (100-293)68) 
OU 
io NG ou ; SAC, New Ygrk (100-56529) 
¢ 
SUBJECT: Stet ba was 


SM-¢ ; 
. 
: ee eee -Reference 2 
: Succinct Resume of Case HEREIN 18 UNSLASS; / ay 
a ee pate. 12.{24 Ta letslocapele 
who has furnished reliable information in t e 


past, advised prior to 8/22/l that he had seen the subject in 
s f me ime and that she was definitely 
advised further that subject 
in 1939 attended]a cpmmunts School near Kingston, NY, operated 
by an official o State Committee of the CP in 1943. This 
: school was a_ga mg place for intellectuals of the-cP, 
| according to (Reliable) (Admissable) Serial-21 - Ped 


adyised prior to 8/22/4) that subject's activities 
at that me conkbisted solely in directing the affairs >f the 
George Washingto Rrver School of which subject is director. 
' (cited by HCUA) issable) 


? 


ab f the 1944 catalogue of the Jefferson School : 
of Social Scienc@ ihdicates that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was an, instructor } 
in "art, History]anf Appreciation". (cited by AG) (admis Gabi) 

: ao 
fyho furnished reliable information in#the® 
PAc1/k.7 that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was a me mbe® of 
pyal Commission of the CP, (Serial 8h, Be 2dp 

ao 


Vit 


NY \ advised that he had heard from reliable sources 

\ GWENDOLYN BENNET former director of the George Washing 

\ Carver School wa jee from a nervous breakdowns 
\ \j mentally unbalan¢dd; and thatEshe was no longer cefnected with 
U Many activities off the 1GPum(dnadnissable) 


w CANCELLED" po" eee 


JUN 30 19552"1A8 B® JUN 8 1955 
WM:MIR : 


64 JUL 7 toBa 


AP od FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 
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7 who has reported reliable information aes ane 
October 1, 1947 that subject was_"through . 
; past, advised On Oetober, 1s 194 cunymnverested in her own 
‘ sxee-and her duties as a housewife. (admissable) 


mane Ven cere epee 


De RRO ee 
=e 


The Jefferson School of Social Science for the 
winter term 1950, reflects that GWENDOLYN BENNETT was 
instructing a course entitled "How to Look at Pictures: 
Art Appreciation" on Wednesdays from 8:15 to 9:45. 


The "Daily Worker" an East Coast Communist 
- newspaper in November 22, 1950, December 6, 1951, February 8, 
_ 1952 issues reflected the subject was still active in the 
Jefferson School of Social Science. (admissable) 


Recommendation mss Ubek- 


Delete from Security Index inasmuch as subject's 
activities do not come within the criteriaffor retention on 
SI as set forth in referenced SAC letter 55-30, 1/12/55. 


Detcom Tabling 


1. Subject not tabbed Detcom. 
2. Not applicable. 
3. Subject recommended for deletion from SI. 


NW? 51904 Docld:34288938 Page 177 


a & casa dd 
Report Form . : a i ee “i 
j ED-AES ISIE 3 ee oan 
NVESTIGATION 4 
FEDERAL BUREA OF IN | 
SS eee ce preaie =~ ~~ |S unvestigauve Period ae) 
Oe VAR Se VORK | 1/15/59 | 11/14/58 - 1/8/59 
TLE OF ‘CASE : aid 7 """"l"Report made by ; : Typed By: 
Pa * Me : 3 gre WILLIAM J., FORTUNE +hjb 
fete _GWENDOLYN BENNETT, aka... , ene Ps 
aie ar 
oe M4 acm MATTER j c ~. 
; : (Vv Communist Index — 
av - Pia : : 
dk 
paren 
REFERENCE 
H New York letter to the Director, 
dated 6/3/55. 
: ; tee 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
Subject is not™ ‘being carried on the 
SI of the NYO and no recommendation is being OC - j 
made for the inclusion of: her name on thé S81 mi 
inasmuch as her activities do not come within 
the epscagne criteria. Subject is being retained ] 
A suitable photograph is available. ! 
Subject is not being’ considered for . / 
i an interview at this time because whén interviewed 
in October of 1953, she reportedly stated that she } 
was sure that she had no information that is not 
\) Approved tet. Pee eae Do not write in spaces below 7 
Copies made: . | TOG Nc REC- 92 x 
BNA DSL z! i. \ 
YO Bureau (100- ie ceca ) Ido Dyes AS oF { 
New York (100 7ep2 B en es ered LR , 
~ AS38099 Be JAN 19 1959 So 
: 4 . 
7BAEBQIAE COWLKO) cmos EE a = Sy 
~ EBT a 
y J 
{ 
i / 
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already in the possession of the FBI. It is ayso noted 
that oe ecatnetaly 11 years ago subject allegedly suffered _ 
Se a nervous_breakdown. 


eins This report has been classified "Confidential" 

pecause xv: eantains information furnished by a highly 

placed confidentiai~source, the disclosure of which would oe 
2 eeer future security investigations, thereby adversely 

affecting national security. ; 


INFORMANTS 
; File Number 
Identity of Source Where Located 
SS pe Oe a a 
NWT-1 ae 
100-2936-1A 1492 ‘By2810.__ J 
areful consideration has beer given to the source . ie 


a concealed d a T- symbol has been utilized in the report 
; only in that instance where the identity of the source must 
be conceale 


. 


informants mentioned as having been contacted a 
negatively are identified as follows: t 

; Informant Date Contacted Agent Contacting 

: 11/19/58 PAUL R, JOENSEN 

12/10/58 PAUL R. JOENSEN | 

: 12/15/58 , JOHN P,. DI MARCHI 

12/15/58 JOHN P, DI MARCHI 
11/19/58 DAVID RYAN . 
11/21/58 DAVID RYAN 
COVER PAGE 

-A- 


Se + 
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Informant Date’ contacted. vy Agent Contacting 

i 11/19/58 DONALD W. WHITE 
11/25/58 JOHN A. HAAG 
11/25/58 JOHN A. HAAG 
11/20/58 JAMES P, HALLERON 
11/21/58 JAMES P,. HALLERON 
11/24/58 JAMES P. HALLERON 
11/21/58 LEROY W. SHEETS 
11/21/58 LEROY W. SHEETS 

FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


COVER PAGEn,-, 


igo Yb 


NW? 51904 Docid:34288938 Page 174 


EI ee gg Te ed gs ee he ee 
! 
w--.. FD-204: (Rev. 9-23-58) 


Feat 
pes 


7 ‘ oe: 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copy to: 
Report of: SA WILLIAM J. FORTUNE Office: New York 
7 Date: ‘January 15’, 1959 . 


i File Number: New York 100-56529 
: Bureau Tob og anes 


Title: GWENDOLYN BENNETT 


Character: SECURITY MATTER - C 


Synopsis: Subject resides 2 West 120th Street, NYC, and is 
, employed by Consumers Union of U.S., Inc., 256 
Washington, Mt. Vernon, NY. Subject reportedly 
was a member of the IWO as of late 1953. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the FBI, and is a loan fo your agency; 
it and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 16—74625-1 GPO 
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NY 100-56529 
DETAILS: 


BACKGROUND 


Residence and Employment 


Qn November 21, 1958, a Mr. KKUHN, Personnel 
Department, Consumers Union of United States, Incorporated, 


256 Washington, Mt. Vernon, New York, advised SA WILLIAM 


continues to be employed by the above, and resides at 2 . 
West 120th Street, New York City. 


AFFILIATION WITH THE 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 


Communist Party Fronts 


On June 22, 1954, NY T-1 furnished information 
which reflected that subject was a member of the International 
Workers Order as of late 1953. -- 


‘The International Workers Order has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. - 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Informants who are familiar with certain phases 
of Communist Party activity in the New York City area, were 
contacted relative to the subject in November and December, 
1958, and were unable to furnish any information. 


The Communist Party has been designated by the 
Attorney General of the UnitedzStates pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. : 


ee 


NY 100-56529 
DESCRIPTION 


The following description of the subject was 
obtained by SA WILLIAM J. FORTUNE on November 21, 1958: 


Age Approximately 50 
Race Negro 
Complexion Medium 
Height 51a" 
Weight 180. pounds 
Hair Black 
=a oe 
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United States Department of Justice 
Hederal Bureau of Investigation 


New York, New York 


January 15, 1959 


Re: Gwendolyn Bennett 
Security Matter - ¢ 


With regard to the report of Special Agent 
William J. Fortune dated and captioned as above, the 
informants mentioned therein all have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation and is a loan to your 
agency; it and/or its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


NO: 
FROM: : 


SUBJECT: 


Gonfidential source 


FIT: PEH 


7Loct 241955 


Telrable informa 1 
willingness to testify as a Govérnment witness in connection 


with any of the ipformation sh 


i 
i 
( 
1 


SAC, New York CL ce cepa Scene 


Director, FBI (100-293468) DATE‘ . OCT 91959 


chenpotan Sener? 
SECURITY MATTER - © 


Re Bureau letter to NY, 5/4/55. 


b etter dated. O Li opntinu 


aa ee ed y resides at 
has furnished 


ana has expressed a | 


The NYO 


may hayé furnished. 


2 
NY 

WN 

\iy 

~~ 

\ 

* 

Mh 

| oa NX 
po-2 738 HOF 4 
\ (Te ae ED ai 
0 BECORD q- 
3g oct 11 1955 a 
so —— — ss j 
INITIALS OW ORIGINAL ! 
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